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"NEW! NARROW GAUGE GARDEN RAILWAY SYSTEM
%" SCALE, Visth FULL SIZE, 134" GAUGE,
COMPATIBLE WITH LGB, PECO. G SCALE TRACK

The “LITTLE GIANT” is an ANDREW BARCLAY SIDE TANK 1898, a robust powerful little engine and a delight to drive and watch. The

manufacturer STEAMLINES, is also the owner of Tom Cooper’s Garden Railway World published in Great Britain.

“LITTLE GIANT” is manufactured in Great Britain, and distributed in North America exclusively by YESTERYEAR TOYS & BOOKS, INC.
Build your own 34" scale real steamer. Narrow gauge loco kit, all British precision made finished CNC-Cadcam components, no-hassle
screw-together construction.

SPECIFICATIONS: Internally gas fired copper boiler, 2" dia. < 6" long, raises steam in FIVE minutes. Double stayed construction, all joints

silver soldered and pressure tested to 150 psi. Working pressure up to 50 psi. Twin safety valves set at 55/60 psi. Provided that the H

boiler is filled to the correct level, the gas tank will not exhaust boiler water content. Piston valve cylinders 13mm bore, 16mm stroke.
Rotary speed and direction valve operated from cab (or radio). Cab made from 12mm high tensile steel. Motion-axles %4" microns to
ensure accuracy. 1%4" dia. aluminum wheels, with insulated steel tires.

DIMENSIONS: 84" long, 634" high, 3%4" wide. Weight 5% Ibs.

[ “LITTLE GIANT” in kit form $599.95

[ “LITTLE GIANT” ready-to-run, fully tested $895.95

[J FREE! LUMBER TRUCK, all metal construction to go with “LITTLE GIANT” — a $69.95 value, with the purchase of either the KIT
or fully assembled LOCO.

[ 790 NEW! Stunning 34-page full color STEAM CATALOG on STATIONARY ENGINES, STEAM TRACTORS, TRAINS, CARS,
TRUCKS, FIRE ENGINES, ROLLERS and a complete line of ACCESSORIES, complete with specifications. $6.95 (FREE WITH
ORDERS OVER $100.00)

8 In a hurry? PLEASE ADD $5.00 for SHIPPING
oAt ©..... (613) 475-1771 Shipped UPS Ground
INVITED_I_I FAX: (613) 475-3748 Satisfaction Guaranteed

[J Here’s my check payable for [ Please ship C.O.D. (add $4.00)
[JVISA [JMASTERCARD CREDIT CARD NO. EXPIRATION DATE
PHONE NO. NAME
ADDRESS
CITY STATE ZIP
’ DIAMONL RPF AND BOOK PUE :
SA® ) ON ( AR T( & BOO




ON THE COVER:

It's may be sunny, but it's a bitter
cold day on the venerable Compton
Down Railway, and a small locomo-
tivesizzles in swirling clouds of steam
as it awaits further direction from
its driver. He is most likely holed up
in the guard shack, standing next to
the coal stove and wrapping his fro-
zen fingers around a steaming mug
of tea!

Photo by Peter Jones

Is Steam Power
Making a Comeback?

Perhaps - but not in the way any of us
might have expected! Jerry Reshew just
sent us a copy of an article he found in
SIGNAL magazine, which offers details
of a new steam engine developed by
Sandia Laboratories for use on an inte-
grated circuit. This steam engine pro-
vides "horsepower on a chip”, just one
small part of a new trend toward the
integration of micromechanics and mi-
croelectronics on the same silicon wafer.
This R&D work is found in a new field
called micromachining, and is being con-
ducted at Sandia Laboratories in Albu-
querque, New Mexico.

The microsteam engine that was the
subject of the article has a 10-micron
displacement. I'm afraid neither of my
lathes are capable of that sort of precision
- and even if they were, I'm certainly not.
Even the legendary Crankpin only at-
tempts cylinder bores down to 1/16"!

The point of all this, at least from my
point of view, is that steam power, which
has long been considered by most "mod-
em" engineers as a dinosaur and a dead
issue, isn't dead at all. It just needed
someone with vision and imagination to
put it to work again.

Next time you fire up that model
steam engine of yours, think about how
ancient and basic steam is as a power
source (you can't get much more basic
than fire and water!) -- and then think
about how useful it still is today, in this
age of electronic wizardry......and it's
okay to crack a tiny smile as you watch
your little loco waddle off down the track,
trailing a plume of steam.

Happy Steaming!
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R P O Mailbag

Letters from all over

Letters from readers are welcomed and encouraged. Offer
advice, encouragement, suggestions or constructive criticism.
Tell us about your current project (and don't forget the pho-
tos!) or just share live steam experiences. But please keep
your letters to a reasonable length so everyone has a chance to
use this forum. Send your contributions to: SitG, Dept. RPO,
P.O.Box 335, Newark Valley, NY 13811, USA.

% k % k *k

Essex, England
Dear Ron,

I wonder if I might briefly comment on John D'Aloia Jr.'s
letter in Vol. 3 No. 5 concerning buying from overseas, with
particular reference to Great Britain.

Firstly, communication -- try the telephone, we speak En-
glish (even if with a funny accent) and can tell you then and
there whether what you want is in stock, how much it will cost,
and if, indeed, it will do the job you want.

Exchange rates -- there's nothing you can do about these
except order when the dollar is strong against the pound, like it
is right now.

Payment -- British banks just hate dollar personal cheques
and will return them. Purchase a Sterling Banker's Draft from
any bank which has an office in the U K. (e.g. Bank of America),
send it with your order, wait and trust. Meantime, the bank has
your money.

Alternatively -- phone (preferably) or write with your
Mastercard or VISA number. If you write, don't forget to in-
clude the expiration date, and it helps to include your phone
number. Certain safeguards now come into action. The supplier
first obtains authorisation from his card company. This con-
firms that the card is valid and has not been stolen, and that
they will honour the transaction. They will also confirm your
address for delivery. The supplier then sends off the goods to
that address and no other, and obtains a receipt from the carrier.
Only then may he bank the sales voucher and be paid by the
card company.

Shipment damage -- inform the carrier and the supplier as
soon as possible, retaining the goods and packaging for in-
spection by the carrier. The supplier will need a brief written
report of the damage for the insurance claim. If you act reason-
ably and still don't get satisfaction, write to the editor.

Finally, we are nearly all small firms, often consisting of just
the guv'nor and the PL.W. (Plucky Little Woman). One thing
that sets us apart from advertisers in other types of magazines

is that we love our job - it surely can't be the money! So have no
fear, to stay in business we need just one type of customer --
satisfied!

In Vol. 3 No. 4, Richard Finlayson mentions his difficulty
over wick materials for spirit burners. Having tried steel wool
(without much success) he reverted to using asbestos string.
This used to be the standard material, but is becoming harder
to obtain due to the reported health risk. When I tried to get
some a few years back, I was offered ceramic fibre yarn ("can't
get the other stuff, mate") and since then I have been supply-
ing it with all my locomotives and burners.

Enclosed is a sample which you might like to try. Simply cut
a few strands to double the length of the wick tube, fold in two
and insert. Trim to about 1/8" to give a 1" clean flame. Unlike
asbestos, the flame size depends, not on the tightness of the
packing, but on the length of the exposed wick. If using it in an
internally fired loco, the wicks can usefully be a bit longer.
Here's a tip -- to ensure re-lighting of a blown out wick, connect
them all together with a thin strand across the top -- assuming
that axles, etc. don't get in the way. (We tried the ceramic fibre
wicking and found that it works every bit as well as asbestos
yarn or string. The ceramic fibre being a bit easier, perhaps,
on which to to control the flame size - ed.)

I have, by the way, no intention of joining in the meths/
alcohol/methanol debate, but at our last local steamup some-
one brought along some store bought meths which looked (and
no doubt tasted) vile, but which smelled of the best Spanish
brandy. A merry time ensued whilst we tried to identify the
brand!

Kindest regards,
Mike Chaney

Burnham & Berkshire RR
ENGLAND

Dear Ron,

We had a splendid AVR steamup this week on Wednesday
evening, when it was my 50th birthday! We ran lots of engines
well into the dark and finished off with John Shawe's "Black
Adder". It was a beautiful calm evening and although you could
hear the chuff and smell the soot, all you could see was the tail
lamp of the brake van, the glow of the hot coals in the firebox
and occasionally a spark from the chimney. Magic!!!

All the best for now,
Dave Pinniger
Eureka, California



Dear Ron,

Thought I'd drop you a few shots I caught of local steam activ-
ity behind the Redwood Curtain. I hope the fog wasn't too thick
to preclude publication.

Geoff Spenceley hosted an impromptu steamup at his digs
in McKinleyville. He ran his Aster King George (Georgeous?),
Richard Hintz his Beck "Anna", and I ran my Hyde Shay - all for
the benefit of a few interested parties and our own amazement.

It's just possible that Geoff has developed a new crossover
sport/hobby which I tentatively named "Aerobic Steaming", in
which the participant chases his loco around the garden rail-
way until either it runs out of fuel or its owner collapses. Geoff
has a purpose-built gravel path just inside his elevated line to
facilitate this penchant.

I've also included a few shots taken at a benefit meet held
by "Twig" LaBranche on his extensive garden layout in aid of
the Redwood Coast Railroad Museum. )

Geoff brought a Merlin 0-6-0T from his collection, and once
again my Shay appeared -- this time with an almost completed
N.E. Narrow Gauge cab in tow. The steamers seemed to attract
more than their fair share of spectator attention.

Keep up the good work -- I hope the mag leaves you time to
boil some water regularly.

Sincerely,
Richard Heisler

Cambria, California
Dear Ron,

Vol. 3 No. 6 came today, and I was delighted to see my own
Mamod, "Capability Brown", in full view. She is currently in the
gentle (for the most part!) hands of Don Noon and hopefully
he'll solve her flameup problems for me!

There is one big, loud complaint I must mention. It is your
"End of the Line" column and regards your plugging of JIMG
Hobbies and Doubleheader Productions -- not in the plug itself
(you've kindly even mentioned us), but in the statement that
"....they are not in it for the money."

Well, my friends, I am in it for the money! Profit is what
keeps businesses like ours going, and I resent BIG TIME the
accusation, no matter how accidental it may be, that the "other"
suppliers are ripping off their customers.

It's unfair to your advertisers, readers - and to JMG Hob-
bies and Doubleheader Productions, because I know that they
do make a profit like all of us and aren't thumbing their noses at
their competitors.

Please don't feel I'm slamming the article, magazine or you!
I just feel that you could have re-read the hidden connotation
that slipped in, and as your "Birthday Column" states, it's not
easy to be unbiased. Try just a little harder. Other than that,
good magazine, good editor, good friend.

Best,
Samuel Muncy

Samuel, I'm sorry you were offended by my "End of the
Line" comments. Guess I didn't do a very good job of saying

Geoff Spenceley paces his train as it overtakes a slower
one. Note the gravel "exercise track”
Photo by Richard Heisler

what I meant, which was that, with very few exceptions, none
us i ting rich fr ] !

Part of the problem here is that I always seem to run short
of space for my comments, and I have to offer a Reader’s Digest
condensed version of what I really want to say.

All too often I hear comments to the effect that "Ol’ Sam is
really raking in the bucks from selling steam engines! You'd
think he could give us a break on the price!”

Or, "Boy, it must be great to be a big-shot magazine editor.
You get all your stuff for free!"

Sure, and the moon is made of green cheese! You and 1
know that most of us in this business are in it because we love
the hobby. It would be nice if we could make a good living as
a rewardfor our efforts, but the truth of the matter is that most
of us could make more $$ per hour flipping burgers at
McDonalds!

I know that you work very hard at what you do, and I'll bet
you put in more than 8 hours per day, 40 hours per week. And
yes, you make a profit - but I'll bet you aren't getting rich at it.
Like most of us, you could probably make a lot more money in
a lot fewer hours if you were to take your talents and your
work ethic elsewhere.

This is the point I was trying to make in my "End of the
Line" comments, and it didn't just apply to JMG Hobbies or
Doubleheader Productions. They just happened to be men-
tioned in the column as newcomers to the live steam scene, but
my comments apply to all of us that are involved in the com-
mercial end of the hobby, whether as a manufacturer, retail
shop owner, loco builder, magazine editor or whatever else.
Sorry it didn't come across the way I intended, but I take no
offense at your statement. Indeed, I welcome all input - posi-
tive and negative. How else am I going to know what our
readers are thinking? So.......thanks for taking the time to give
SitG a read and to offer your comments. - ed.
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Which Rail Section fits your needs?
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Traditional

Perforail Mini-Perforail

When you choose the BLW Perforail system
you'll obtain -

® correct-to-scale low rail height Code 217,
177, 157 or 138 @ durable fine-profile
aluminum rails @ clip-together demountable
construction @ milled hardwood timber ties ®
excellent electrical conductivity @ tie spacing
from full 100% to 25% skeleton density ® ties
clip on and joints are bolted ® matching switch
kits ® fully complete system, all joiners,
terminals, slide chairs, etc included

G.1/G scale (LGB™ compatible)
Gauge 0: 2-rail and 3-rail
Narrow Gauge On16 (SM32)

g /’ Q@
) £ /
4 Rail joining system
& (holds curves beautifully)

and you'll avoid -

® spiking and drilling ® environmental nasties
like creosote ® expensive subframes @ topside
fixings which clout deep wheel flanges @
awkward rail bending tools

BLW Perforail comes directly from the factory at a cost of about $US4 per foot for full tie density
track, $US2.60 per foot for a strong overballasted budget skeleton track, and $41 per switch (Nos. 5-
10, not sharpies). And that's complete with rail connectors, electrical terminals, switch drives - the
lot. There are no expensive extras to buy.

‘_ & % B 3 ) £3 i o i 3 §49 p
R W E S e S GBS AR N A S L e
Phone toll free for details or send $2.50 for your Briefing Document & Perforail Sample.

BLW in North America
Call: Toll Free 1 800 999-2266
Fax: 1 317 876-5559
BLW Dept SG
PO Box 68666, Indianapolis IN 46268

PERFORAIL | [ W]




A UNIQUE HOBBY BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
PERFORAIL] (|| PRODUCTION/MARKETING
1

FRANCHISES

Brisbane Locomotive Works (BLW), the Australian owner of Perforail invites applications for

o PRODUCTION AND MARKETING FRANCHISES and/or

o ACCREDITATION AS AN ASSEMBLER OF SWITCHES (TURNOUTS)

Background. In Phase | of our business plan, we developed the unique Perforail system of clip-
and-bolt together timber-tie track and switches for all scales and gauges from 64mm and G Scale
through O Gauge to HOutdoors. Phase Il established the system in the North American
marketplace. BLW is now moving into Phase lll, franchising local production and marketing of
Perforail by a select few North American franchisees.

Production Franchisees. The Perforail system was deliberately designed for economical
low/medium volume production in local markets. So you'll NOT need the capital for heavy
toolage. You'll achieve high levels of local content from buying-in or making, from packaging and
selling - exactly what, how, and to whom you choose.

The franchising proposition is simple, straightforward, and open. Whether you're an existing
manufacturer, dealer, hobby shop or club, a present competitor, or even an individual modeller
wishing to augment income, you'll find the franchising arrangements a sensible, practical,
least-risk fit with your business situation.

Accredited Assemblers. We're also seeking modellers to assemble switch (turnout) kits for
Franchisees and customers, or directly to sell switches ready-to-run. Assemblers may or may not

also choose to be Franchisees.

Warning. Numbers must be limited in this novel application of franchising to a traditionally-
structured industry. So don't lose the initiative - make your move right now to contact BLW's Mr
lan Macfarlane for full details of the program.

o write to BLW at PO Box 535, Wynnum, Qld 4178 Australia, or fax 011 (617) 893-

0466.

o or call lan on
- business hours (check time zones, please) 011 (617) 893-0455
- after hours 011 (617) 899-0494

Please do NOT call our 008 number in Indianapolis except to buy $2.50 samples and product.

BRISBANE LOCOMOTIVE WORKS PTY LTD
(Australian Company Number 050 412 872)




What's New?
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Ken Matticks of Doubleheader Productions, 3725 Pageant Place, Dallas, TX 75244 -- phone/FAX 214-247-1208, has
announced that Pearse Locomeotives has supplied a prize to be awarded during the Small-Scale Steamup at Noblesville, Indiana
September 17-19, 1993, Pearse Locomotives will award a 16mm scale British coach to the steamup participant who travels the
greatest distance to attend. The competition is open to all non-commercial steamup participants who live in North America.
Doubleheader Productions is pleased to be presenting this award on behalf of Pearse Locomotives, maker of fine 16mm scale
live steam locomotives, including the Countess 0-6-0, the Auric 0-4-0 and the newest locomotive in the Pearse line, the Genesis
0-6-0. Each of these locomotives is radio controlled and is available with insulated drivers for operation on electrified tracks.
For more information, contact Ken Matticks at the address or phone number given above.

The Seven-Plus Narrow Gauger, P.O. Box 1110, Clarendon, TX 79226-1110, is an excellent newsletter put together by editor
Bob Williams and devoted to coverage of large-scale narrow gauge models running on 7-1/2" or 7-1/4" gauge track. The stated
purpose of this publication is "Communication, Information and Inspiration for the Little Group with the Big Engines”. The issue
we just received consisted of 8 pages, which contained a photo of a fine looking little Shay and a promise of more extensive
coverage in a future issue. Also mentioned (and/or pictured) were sources of information, availability of large-scale harp switch
stands, a Fairmont inspection car with Honda engine and Eaton transmission, a very nice C-16 under construction, letters from
readers, proposed standards for 2.5" scale and 7.5" gauge (gee, that sounds familiar!), an article on safety and another on new
castings. The photos are a bit primitive (reminds us of our own early efforts), but they are better than no photos at all, and the
written content more than makes up for what might be lacking in the photos. Looks to us like a publication well worth having
if you love narrow gauge steam, no matter what gauge or scale you might be modelling in - and it's only $5.00 per year (4 issues)
in the U.S.A., $6.00 in Canada and $8.00 overseas. If you have an interest in 7+" narrow gauge (as many of our readers do),
give The Seven-Plus Narrow Gauger a look.

Ozark Miniatures, P.O. Box 22, Linn Creek, MO 65052, announces a "G" - 1:20 scale updated product sheet, available for
a 29 cent self addressed, stamped envelope. Their complete "G" - 1:20 railroad and logging catalog is available for $2.00. Ozark
Miniatures continues to produce crisp, accurate detail castings for our hobby, and they've also been working to update some of
their existing castings. For example, they have cored their marker lamp and oil lamp castings to accept grain-of-wheat bulbs,
without any increase in price. We received samples of several of their new castings, including OM-141, a beautifully detailed
tender water hatch. Rivet and nut/bolt/washer detail is sharp and there is almost no flash to remove. For added realism, the lid
is hinged and will actually open. The OM-108-2 Pilot and Tender Steps - Double Bar, are also nicely done and come with nbw
castings to dress up the installation. Though these steps look great, we have found them to be a bit too fragile for use on live steam
locos that get a lot of handling. One of the neatest of the samples received is OM-120, an Oil Headlamp that comes complete
with lens, rim & reflector. Add a grain-of-wheat bulb (the reflector is already set up to accept it) and enjoy some after-dark
operation. Other items of interest on the new catalog sheet are OM-144, Rust Patches. These are cast plates in different shapes
with rivet detail, to be used to patch imaginary rust holes in tender tanks & boiler lagging. Neat idea! Ozark also has brass chain
in different sizes - and chain binders to lock that load down. Ozark has been making quality products for us for years, and they
just keep getting better.

J.M.G. Hobbies, P.O. Box 960, Port Ewen NY 12466 - phone/FAX 914-338-0817, announces their appointment as a dealer
for Salem Steam Models, Aster, Pearse Locomotives and Roundhouse Engineering, all builders of fine quality small-scale live
steam locomotives. Joe Macaluso of J.M.G. Hobbies tells us that he is now stocking butane and steam oil for the active live steam
enthusiast who likes to get out there and boil some water, rather than just admiring their locos in a display case. The steam oil,
produced by Mobil Oil Company, is available in 6 oz., 1 qt and 1 gallon containers for $2.75, $7.00 and $23.00 respectively.
J.M.G. will also be stocking parts for the steam locomotives that he sells - good news for those who don't want to wait when their
favorite little steamer is sitting in the repair shop! J.M.G. has been developing a very good reputation for service and customer
satisfaction - give them a call to see what they can do for you, or better yet, send $2.00 for their catalog (refundable on the first
order of $15.00 or more).

Hey, all you guys out there with Roundhouse and Argyle SR&RL locometives - J.M.G. Hobbies has announced a SR&RL
flat car in 15Smm (1:20) scale. It will be assembled, painted and ready-to-run and will feature Shortline Car & Foundry detail
parts, gauge 1 trucks and Larry Larsen dry transfer lettering. The price has not been determined, but it's expected to be in the
$65 - $75 range. Advance reservations are being accepted with no deposit required, payment to be made at time of shipping.
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Cardinal Engineering, Inc., RR#1, Box 163, Cameron, IL 61423, phone 309-342-7474, has a new catalog with lots of useful
material for scratchbuilders & bashers. Bar, sheet, angle, channel, tube and strip in steel, brass, aluminum and copper. Music
wire, drill bits, socket head cap screws in sizes from 0-80 to 1/4-28, hand tools, books, plans, new & used machinery and lots
more. Send $4.00 for their catalog to Roland Friestad at the address above, and tell him you saw it in SitG.

Sulphur Springs Steam Models Ltd., P.O. Box 6165, Chesterfield, MO 63006-6165, the exclusive North American
distributor of Sievert Propane Brazing equipment, will shortly be stocking those "little Bits & Pieces" that are so important to
keeping our Garden Steamers running. Just a few of the items that will be available from stock are BA nuts & bolts, fitting and
fender washers, pressure gauges, water gauge glass and many other small (but indispensible) items. Sulphur Springs Steam
Models will also have available over adozen detailed drawings for the construction of Gauge 1 & Gauge 0 live steam locomotives.
A large selection of books for the model builder and model engineer are also available. For more information, send a #10 self-
addressed envelope with 52 cents postage. A listing will be sent as soon as it is available.

J.J. Enterprises, 5348 Vista Del Mar, Cypress, CA 90630 -- phone 714-828-1537, announces a new video from Close Up
Video. Titled "Steam Through the Garden" (gee, that sounds awfully familiar! - ed.), this video features a look at a double header
Aster Daylight with 30 cars, a visit with The Count in Switzerland and a look at his train collection, a narrow gauge Shay and
the Aster Shay, the Felix Spring Locomotive Factory and a visit to the Yokohama Live Steam Club. Introductory price is $22.95
plus $3.50 shipping -- after July 8, 1993 the price will be $24.95 plus $3.50 shipping and handling. J.J. tells us that the next
video will feature an Aster Big Boy steamed up and running, a segment on building the Aster C&S Mogul, steamups in England
and the U.S.A., plus a lot more Live Steam in the Garden. Call or write J.J. to place your order or for more information.

Garich Light Transport, 14582 Aspen Circle, Huntington Beach, CA 92647, announces that they are now dealers for the
Sherline Products line of machine tools, including lathes, milling machines and all the tooling necessary to build a small live
steam locomotive or similar project. Sherline Products are made in the USA and spare parts and accessories are readily available
-- a very serious consideration in these days of bargain priced machinery from Asia with hard-to-get or unavailable spare parts
and tooling. Rich Garich also points out that with many "bargain" lathes and mills, the cost of acquiring the proprietary tooling
can easily far exceed the cost of the machinery. This is not the case with Sherline Products. Drop Rich a line at the address above
and ask for more info on their line of Sherline Products. And please tell him you saw it in SitG.

Miniature Steam Railways, P.O. Box
201192, Arlington, TX 76006 - phone
817-572-5720. J. H. Wilson & T. W.
Shirley have not been snoozing down
there in the heart of Texas! They have just
announced a line of live steam powered
road vehicles, beginning with an Ameri-
can-style Tandem Steam Roller of their
own design and manufacture, utilizing
Wilesco slide-valve cylinders. It features
steel construction with anodized alumi-
num rollers, fine steering control and
reverse/throttle lever at the Engineer's
seat. Solid fuel-fired large brass boiler
with safety valve and whistle. A clutch
lever allows the engine to continue oper-
ating while the roller is stationary. Neat!
Dimensions are: 14-1/2" x 6" x 9", 5 1bs.,
enamel paint in yellow, red & black. R/C
can be fitted. And if that's not enough for
you, MSR has alsoannounced alive steam
powered American-style steam tractor &
operating threshing machine. I'm im-
pressed! Write or call the guys at MSR for
more info - and don't forget to tell them
where you saw it!

Miniature Steam Railways' Tandem Steam Roller - runs on fire and water!
Photo courtesy MSR




Gazing Into the Fire

by Peter Jones
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Photography is a mixture of craft and art. The craft part of
the equation concerns getting good technical results. I make no
great claims here. I use a cheap 35mm SLR camera and do not
do my own processing. There are others who are much better at
the technicalities than I. They afford more time and money and
this gives them the technical edge. The miechanical skills are
well detailed and I will leave it to others better than I to describe
them.

My particular interst is in that other 50% -- the art of
creating an interesting photograph. And here we stray from the
concrete fact; we enter a dangerous world of taste and opinion.
I can only offer a personal view of my own likes and dislikes.
Others have different opinions which are just as valid as mine.
So, if you strongly disagree with what I am about to say, don't
write abuse in the letters column. Instead, perhaps it would be
more useful to write a piece for SitG, explaining why and how

you work towards your particular priorities. (great idea! - ed.)

I think that most published photographs do the hobby a
disservice. Oh, so many seem to have been thoughtlessly
snapped from the low flying helicopter effect that comes from
holding the camera up to the eye when standing. The occa-
sional overall shot showing a bunch of people enjoying
themselves is fine, but the usual bland, high-level picture does
nothing to capture what many people try to express in a garden
railway.

There is a famous old maxim for photographing flowers.
Itis to the effedt that a photograph of a bed of flowers is usually
uninspiring, whereas a closer shot of one flower head can be
dramatic. A less well known theory of mine is that, as a rule
of thumb, when photographing model railway engines, start
off by putting the camera at the same level as the engineer's
eyes would be, and work from there.

The Compton Down Railway, three feet away and from above. Notice how the high summer sun captures the rock
texture so well. Backlighting makes for a strong composition.

Photo by the author
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Early, low sun sidelights rock faces. The camera is 4 feet away from the driver's eyes and on the same level.

Photo by the author

Although all rules are there to be broken, I try and stick to
the one about NEVER taking a photo from that low flying
helicopter. I try and get different angles and always vary the
distance from the subject. But usually that distance is closer
than so often found in published photographs elsewhere.

This means that I need a fast film to give me as good a depth
of field as I can get -- typically ASA 400. These days I try and
use atripod for slow shutter speeds, but my philosophy suggests
that it isn't essential. You see, I don't want a technically perfect
but sterile picture. I want something with life. And this comes
from my fundamental interest -- I want a photograph which
will show how my model is trying to capture the atmosphere of
the real thing. That is my particular bottom line.

The speed is also needed because I don't just want to
photograph my railway in the light of midsummer, midday.
This misses out on so many of the changes which take place in
arailway -- day by day, month by month.

I surprise myself by not insisting that every seam engine
shows a good plume of steam, as others do. A steam engine may
produce steam and smoke sometimes.......and sometimes it
doesn't. You have only to look at a cross section of photos of the
prototype. I like to see my steam engines as just a part of an
overall picture, not merely as isolated models.

The angle and strength of light can vary, and I try to capture
some of this. I sometimes like to see a flat gray and dull
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photograph of unspectacular subjects in humdrum surround-
ings -- yet another form of realism to capture. The pale sun of
a spring dawn gives a completely different effect to that of the
middle of a scorching midsummer day, when the shadows are
black and deep. One of the least flattering lights is to stand with
the sun behind you and snap aways; it often kills the texture. I
like to get the main body of light from the side, at least, and am
particularly fond of nearly-straight-into-the-light shots (contra-
jour). Occasionally I overcook things and get flare ina shot, but
it is worth it. To get the exact light, I sometimes have to use a
piece of card as a shade, or take the photo from the shadow of
a tree.

I tend to stick to a normal length lens. Wide angle lenses
spread the scene out adn make it more railway-like, but often
tends to lose impact. Telephoto lenses add considerable drama
-- particularly to height -- but the drama is at the expense of
realism.

I don't use color transparency very much -- and here I may
offend, because I contend that it is more difficult to get good
results from color. The problem is that it is too easy to get a
pretty picture that editors love -- and readers say nice things
about. Garden railways are splendid for producing colorful
illustrations, but it isn't for me. The best color shots, for me, are
those that don't have much color in them! But I really don't
expect to convert many readers to this view, so we will



hurriedly pass on.

Needless to say, there are one or two tricks. You can put a
bit of rubber tube on an electric kettle and fill a loco depot with
swirling steam. Slacken off a cylinder gland and let steam
escape when the regulator is turned on -- often with a stone
behind the engine to keep it from moving. Loosen off the
lubricator drainscrew and let some steam leak. The cover photo
on this issue was taken on a cold, sunny morning. Steam is
being leaked from a loosened gland and lubricator drain cock.
It was taken at a distance of two feet. Go for really dull, damp
days and never use flash. But most important of all, don't try
and take 24 good photographs in one afternoon, unless they are
purely for the record or to illustrate a point. Keep seeing the
railway at different times of the day and year.

When we see our railways, we use selective vision. There
is the railway, the engine and the landscape. The cardboard
boxes, feet, giant flowers, plant pots, etc. are invisible to us.
When we take the photographs, the same thing happens. In a
picture we see what we want to see because we have personal
feelings about the railway. Others don't see it that way.

I have used phrases like "try to" or "should be". I don't
always succeed - far from it. I have had spectacular failures at
capturing rain. The real stuff is badly overscale. Even if you
spray a fine mist whilst taking the shots, it just blobs on contact
with the ground or the model. I have tried beekeepers smoke
generators. These only succeed in making things look like a
badly faded picture. Occasionally, just occasionally, some-
thing comes off and I am happy with it, without being able to
say what it was that I did right.

So, notonly do INOT like many of the photographs that get
published, I can't always offer examples of exactly what I am
aiming for! A better camera and a good darkroom technique
might help, but I'm not entirely convinced. I have a strong
dislike of cameras that automatically focus and calculate the
exposure. They are so easy to use that there seems to me to be
some danger of taking away some of the creative function of the
photographer. So I ignore the various blobs and gadgets on
mine and set everything manually, from experience.

I make no claims that I am a good photographer, but I have
evolved a style that gives me the results I want. I wish I could
doitbetter, but am happy with my limitations. T haven't reached
this stage by making photography a hi-tech hobby in its own
right, but simply by concentrating on what is important to me.

Itisn't offered as an instruction to others, but I have a feeling
that a bit more thought about just what personal priorities are
could result in better pictures being published in railway
magazines. I contend that, in the majority of cases of garden
railways, our photographs don't even begin to scratch the
surface of the possibilities.

As I said
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MIKE CHANEY

PUT YOUR MAMOD TO WORK
With my proven range of easily fitted modifications

ALCOHOL BURNER fits between frames --nosawing --nodrilling -- no problem.

Complete with ceramic fibre wicks. Burn time 15-18 minutes ............c...... £20.00
SAFETY VALVE improved design -- increased pressure gives you steam, not hot
water -- and NO dribbles! .......co.cevvnineniniiiiiniiii e £4.00
DISPLACEMENT LUBRICATOR fits to RHS of smokebox -- no butcher -- no
SOLAETIIIE: <. e oo nenses assmss s 3sseRssias T4 SRS ST SR R s AR AR 4 £13.50
CYLINDER O-RING KIT prevents steam leakage past pistons and back covers --
use lubricator above fOrbest TeSUlLS ........ccoviveivermreriivescsiseniriseerenssesensenes £10.00

REGULATOR for backhead mounting, complete with pre-formed pipework. Fine
control without burning your fingers --nosoldering ............ccoeevuvrvernennn. £23.00
REPLACEMENT BOILER silver soldered with tamper-proof 40psi safety valve

and waterlevel gauge. Individually numbered with test certificate .............. £52.00
REPLACEMENT CYLINDER SET as used onourlocokits -- precisionmade with
O-rings and improved type gaskets. Adequate lubrication essential.............. £35.00
WICK MATERIAL ceramic fibre, 10X 12" strands ........ccc.oevvvvererireninnnee £1.50

Available direct from the works by mail order -- please add 10% postage
(min. £1.00) - or from forward-looking dealers in the U.S. Send $1 bill
for 1993 catalogue - full details of MAMOD-MODS, "KITTEN", and our

expanding range of steam accessories and home-builder parts.
@ WORLDWIDE MAIL ORDER
MIKE CHANEY

116. Vicarage Road, Chelmstord. Essex. CM2 YBT

TEL: O11 44 245 260 096

STEAM CHUFF/WHISTLE/BELL
SOUND MODULE

@ CAN PROVIDE WHISTLE & BELL ONLY

FOR LIVE STEAM LOCOS
@ FITS IN CAB OF LGB 0-4-0
@ INSTALLS IN 2 MINUTES!
@ W&B ACTIVATED BY ANY TRACK MAGNET
@ REALISTIC SOUND
@ FULL REFUND IF NOT DELIGHTED
@ LIFETIME REPAIR/REPLACEMENT WARRANTY
Ready to operate. For all large scale TRACK, BATTERY

& 3-RAIL TINPLATE engines. You'll want one for every
locomotive you have.

Check
WE PAY ) ?:Agre)ey Order
SHIPPING ‘ $49 Ohioresidernits

add 6% sales tax
89060 New Rumley Road, Jewett, Ohio 43986 614-946-6611




MAXWELL HEMMENS
PRECISION STEAM MODELS

WARNING

If you suffer from a weak heart or have excitement pulsations, read no further...but...if you are the
strong, patient type (very patient type of long standing) then you will want to know

THE PORTERS ARE HERE

The Maxwell Hemmens "Porter" was seen steaming at the Garden Railway Convention in Santa Clara, Cali-
fornia in July. Yes, these fine models are now in America and can be obtained (if you are quick) from Sam
Muncy at Railway Garden Ltd., or Bob Osterhoudt at Rio Pecos.

Don't hesitate, don't delay, send your reservation by fax or telephone. Maxwell Hemmens production is in full
swing -- but in case we get it wrong (again) you must get your reservation in today. These models are the very
best in quality and performance. The boiler will generate 80 psi in just four minutes (British weather) and will
give you up to 40 minutes of steaming, depending on whether you want to achieve a new world maximum
speed record for model steam engines, or will be happy to just steam along at a realistic pace. The normal
operating pressure is 50/60 psi using butane gas now available in small cans. The gas can fits in the tender,
together with the radio control receiver and battery pack.

The wheels and axles are made from stainless steel, the piston valves are hardened and ground stainless steel.
Conrods and links have hardened bushes. No inferior or soft metals are used on the moving parts of this
engine. It has been designed to give you many hours of steaming.

Placements have been included for you to fit radio control servos for speed control and forward/reverse
motion from one lever, and a separate position for a radio controlled whistle.

The cab is now painted black with a red oxide roof. The engine body is also black, with a dark grey smokebox.
The tender is painted black and has stainless steel wheels.

The cab and tender sides can be removed quite easily by just pushing forward and lifting. This enables the
engine driver to have a full view of the controls in a matter of seconds.

The engine is provided with a guarantee of quality and performance, and if you are not satisfied with the
product we will refund your money.

Remember........... don't delay, get that order off now!

If you want more information, please don't hesitate to call us in England........ and ask for Maxwell.

Maxwell Hemmens
Precision Steam Models

The Steam Gallery,
Thorganby, York
ENGLAND YO4 6DA
Telephone 011 44 904 448 331 FAX 011 44 904 448 841




This month we are featuring the fine steam-
ers of PEARSE LOCOMOTIVES...the
0-6-0 COUNTESS and GENESIS and the
0-4-0 AURIC. Each is gas-fired and is
equipped with modified Walschaerts valve
gear. All Pearse locomotives are gauge ad-
justable for both 45mm and 32mm track.
Standard equipment includes a displacement
lubricator, choice of color, and R/C control
of speed, direction and whistle.

COUNTESS is based on a Beyer-Peacock
locomotive as it appeared on the Welshpool
and Llanfair Railway. It is a short-boilered
locomotive with that solid British look. AU-
RICisbased on locomotives built by Hunslet
and Hudswell Clark. Its compact wheelbase is ideal for operation on sharp radius curves. GENESIS is a

freelance design based on engines from Hunslet and Kerr Stuart. Although an 0-6-0, it will negotiate tight
curves.

COUNTESS by PEARSE LOCOMOTIVES
L Photo by Tag Gorton )

News of the month from Salem Steam Models....the Super Porter is now available. Looks great and runs
even better. Salem has also introduced a new battery powered diesel switcher at a budget price. It's a dandy!

Call or write us for details on any of our locomotives -- or just to talk steam! See y'all in Indiana in September.

KEN and JERRA MATTICKS'

DOUBLEHEADER PRODUCTIONS
3725 Pageant Place
Dallas, TX 75244
(214) 247-1208 (Telephone and Fax)

)
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“THAT WAY?!™ “NO, THAT WAY™
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The Steamchest

by Marc Horovitz

Oscillating Cylinders

The lowly oscillator, as it is often referred to, is undoubt-
edly the simplest method of translating steam pressure into
forward motion, short of a boiler with a hole in it. It comes in
more variations than any other type of cylinder I can think of,
perhaps because of this simplicity. This article will explore the
oscillator and some of its different incarnations.

1 rk

An oscillating cylinder is simply a tube mounted to a port
face. It pivots, usually in the middle or thereabouts, on a rod
called a trunnion that is attached to the port face. The trunnion
passes through a hole in a port block, or steam-distribution
block, and is usually held in place by a spring slipped over the
trunnion and retained by a collar, nut or similar device.

The big end of the piston rod is attached to a wheel or a
crank that, in return, gives the cylinder its back-and-forth mo-
tion as it revolves. Because the cylinder itself moves in this
manner, it forms its own valve, thereby eliminating the need for
further mechanical device.

There is a single port in the cylinder's port face (on a single-
acting engine) that alternately aligns with the steam-admission
port and the steam-exhaust port in the distribution block. Re-
versing the engine is simply a matter of switching the admis-
sion and exhaust.

Variations on this theme are legion. First of all, the cylinder
can be single or double acting. If single acting, the pivot point
can be just about anywhere, even on the other side of the port.
If single-acting cylinders are used in the traditional position on
alocomotive, as they are on Aster's early 0-4-0T, linkage to the
wheels becomes very interesting. Two single-acting cylinders
must be timed 180° apart for even power strokes, but side rods
on opposite wheels must be timed 90° apart to keep the rods
from crossing at dead center. So how do you compensate for
this disparity? Aster's solution, since they wanted to drive the
wheels directly, was to add a 90° crank to one side of the engine
to make up for the difference. Another solution would be to
drive the wheels indirectly through a gear train. Since the cylin-
ders and side rods would be independent of one another, they

could be set as needed without resorting to the odd crank.

Porting the oscillator can become a science in itself, if you
want it to be. Most of our little engines simply have round
ports. This means that as the distribution port and the cylinder
port begin to come into alignment, a tiny bit of the port is opened
as they meet, while a geometrically larger area of the port is
open every instant until the ports are perfectly aligned. For
more even opening, as on a slide-valve engine, trapezoidal ports
can be cut into both blocks that will open the ports arithmeti-
cally. On full-size oscillators (yes, there were some, both in
locomotive and stationary form), how the ports opened be-
came a more critical issue than in our little engines, where round
ports are all that we really need.

The oscillator relies on the piston to move the cylinder back
and forth. On a single-acting engine, one that has an open rear
cylinder-end, the piston is quite long; at least as long as the
diameter of the bore, if not a little more. Primitive engines will
have one to three "oil rings" cut into them. These are merely
shallow grooves that trap a little oil and so lubricate the cylin-
der and keep the piston from wearing too quickly. A more so-
phisticated engine might have an O-ring fitted, or be packed
with graphite yarn.

Another way to mitigate wear on a single-acting engine is
to install a rear cylinder cover that offers some bearing surface
to the piston rod, thus relieving the piston itself of some of the
stress. Since there is no admission or exhaust from the back
end of the cylinder, a hole must be drilled in the rear cover so
that air can move freely in and out, thus preventing vapor lock.

A double-acting cylinder, of course, will have this rear cover
already (without the extra hole). It is at the point where the
piston red exits the cylinder that the most wear occurs. One
way to postpone wear is to give the rear cylinder cover more
surface area against which the piston rod can bear. If you want
to get really fancy, and who doesn't from time to time, fit a
proper gland with an O-ring or graphite yarn for packing. This,
while it takes more work to construct, allows for easy refitting
when the packing gets worn, and offers the most steam-tight
solution of all.

Still another way to alleviate stress is to fit a crosshead to
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the piston rod and crosshead guides to the cylinder. This method
takes almost all stress away from the piston, cylinder and rod,
and transfers it to the crosshead guides, and thus to the cylin-
der.

Lubricati

Many toy oscillators are supplied without lubricators of
any sort. You are instructed to apply a couple of drops of oil to
the port faces, which is supposed to suffice for the entire run.
Some folks contend that the piston is running in such low-
temperature steam (some say hot water) that the condensed
water is enough to lubricate the piston.

Personally, I like to see all cylinders, including oscillators,
lubricated. Even if it doesn't improve performance (I think it
does) it will prolong the life of the mechanism.

Many years ago when I was working on a steam-tram de-
sign based on the little Saito oscillator, I first fitted the engine
without the provided lubricator, believing that oscillators didn't
need oil. The results were disappointing. Duration was short
and performance was minimal. After pulling my hair out in large
handfuls, it suddenly occurred to me that perhaps the lubrica-
tor was supplied for a reason. Once it was fitted, performance
improved dramatically and I slept peacefully, a lesson having
been learned.

Efficiency

‘When it comes to efficiency, oscillators just don't have much
going for them.

How To Use It

Oscillating cylinders are often associated with toy engines.
Granted, they are cheap and easy to make, which recommends
them to the scratchbuilder as well as commercial manufactur-
ers. They are ideal for the novice or the person who wants to
complete a project quickly. Since the oscillating engine can be
easily built as a unit, or steam motor, its uses in the hobby are
almost unlimited.

It can be fitted to a locomotive in the usual manner, a la
Mamod and thousands of other brands, it can be hidden be-
tween the frames (Aster GER 0-6-0T), it can be concealed in the
smokebox of British-style locomotives, or it can be housed in
the cab. LBSC offered a design for a simple engine that had a
shaft beneath the boiler on which was mounted a worm gear
that drove the axle, similar to the drive train of an electric en-
gine. This shaft was geared to an oscillator.

Oscillating cylinders are considered unsightly and
unprototypical by many, but there were, in fact, full-size loco-
motives that used oscillators. Filer & Stowell's 0-6-0's are per-
haps the most notable of these. This company's engines had
unlagged boilers and a complicated porting arrangement to pro-
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vide the cylinders with steam. The cylinders were mounted on
the frames beneath the smokebox in the usual place. This en-
gine, I confess, is not a good argument against the unsightli-
ness of oscillating cylinders, as it was pretty unattractive.

By building the steam motor as a separate unit, the model
locomotive can be built in stages that give the builder definite
and attainable goals. Le., chassis, boiler, steam motor, burner,
cosmetic sheet metal, and final details. The whole project be-
comes less daunting when broken up into bite-size pieces, and
the steam motor can be tested before the chassis is finished.

Variations on the oscillator have been used as mechanical
lubricators and as water pumps, where the cylinder is driven
from a drive axle of a conventional locomotive, or more slowly
by aratchet and pawl, the ratchet advancing by one notch for
each revolution of the drivers.

So, perhaps because of its great versatility and ability to
adapt to nearly any steam environment, the oscillator may not
be so lowly after all. With a little lathe like the Taig, a small drill
press and a few simple hand tools, anyone with enough desire
should be able to scratchbuild a steam locomotive with oscil-
lating cylinders.

NEW!  HAXITRAK

FOR FULLY MACHINED KITS
LIL’JO NARROW GAUGE AMERICAN
PLANTATION LOCOMOTIVE

| 212" SCALE |

CATALOG ($10 CASH) TO MAXITRAK LTD
12 THE CURVE LOVEDEAN
NEAR PORTSMOUTH HANTS PO8 9SE
UK
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Flywheel
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Action

This figure shows the alignment of the
ports at the extremes of oscillation

Relationships

The stroke of the engine is a function
of the distance between the two ports,
the distance between the ports and the
trunnion, and the distance between
the trunnion and the axle.

X, = Port diameter, X, = Stroke

X, (Stroke) = (2X4) Y5/ Y,
Example:

Xy =.094"

Y, =.500”

Y, =1.500"

X, =2-.094 -1.500/.500
X,=.188 -3

X, = .564” or %16”

Oscillator
with gland

Oscillator
with crosshead

The length of the cylinder of a single-acting engine = stroke + piston + intrusion of end cap + port dia.
The length of the cylinder of a double-acting engine = stroke + piston + 2 (intrusion of end cap + port dia.)

The anatomy of a single-acting oscillating engine
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The Fitter's Bench

by Crankpin
B R

I thought I would begin this month’s session by deliver-
ing a few of those words I previously promised about lubri-
cation as it applies to the drill press. This should make for
short work as there is simply not a great deal involved in the
daily care and feeding of a drill press, although they do re-
quire just a bit of the old slippery-slidery to make them run
sweetly and long.

It is unlikely that your drill press will come supplied with
ahandsomely illustrated instruction booklet which describes
in detail the lubrication process, particularly if it is of oriental
origin. Even the otherwise excellent owner’s pamphlet that
was supplied with the small Black & Decker drill press re-
viewed in one of my first outings contained virtually nothing
on lubrication. If any mention is made at all it will probably
be something akin to “your machine spindle is equipped with
ball bearings that are lubricated for life.” “Owner repair of
these bearings is not advised.” “If any difficulties arise, see
your dealer/stockist, etc.”. You will probably be further in-
structed to apply and maintain a film of light oil on the bright
(unpainted and/or machined) surfaces to prevent any accu-
mulation of rust. While these are all true, I believe that we as
conscientious tool owners should go a bit beyond this in our
maintenance regimen as in the long run you will be well re-
paid for your troubles.

My recommendations for the machine itself (which will
apply to the garden variety of single spindle belt driven drill
presses) are as follows: As regards the spindle bearings,
they should be left well enough alone as they are indeed
probably lubricated (if so stated) “for life”, and amateurish
attempts at spindle bearing repair very often result in im-
proper adjustment and by extension, accelerated wear and
loss of accuracy. We must be mindful that “for life” in this
case means for the life of the BEARING and not of the ma-
chine. If after some years of use the spindle begins to emit
ominous growling or grinding noises, it may be time for new
bearings, and these will most likely come pre-lubricated, also
“for life”. My gnarly old Rockwell, which I have mentioned
before in these mumblings, has had the same spindle bear-
ings running for over 20 years with nary a peep from ‘em.

The first area that might benefit from some regular per-
sonal attention is the quill (Fig. 1). This is the cylindrical
steel housing in which the chuck, spindle, and bearings run.
To the surface of the quill itself one should apply only enough
of a light to medium weight machine oil (NOT 3-in-1 nor mo-
tor oil) to allow it to slide smoothly up and down within the
headstock (a motion which on some models is adjustable for
tightness) and this only at sufficient intervals to prevent it
from appearing to be “dry”. For this application, as well as

those which immediately follow, you may or may not find
that the makers have provided oil holes or some other means
of applying lubricant. Each machine will be slightly different
so it will require that we be clever and make do with what we
have.

A closely associated part of the quill is the feedlever
shaft (Fig. 1) which runs transversely through the headstock
casting. Somewhere along the length of this shaft is a seg-
ment that is cut as a pinion (a small gear) which engages a
rack gear cut on the quill and provides the operating action
of the machine. In a new machine, you should find these
parts pre-lubricated. Although it may be difficult to uncover
and check, possibly requiring the removal of either the quill
or the feedlever shaft, this rack and pinion set should be
found to have a liberal coating of a good gear lubricant or
grease applied along its entire length. If not you should
apply some, and once applied this lubricant should need
little if any attention for many years under normal operating
conditions.

Next apply a dose of machine oil to the feedlever bearing
points (Fig. 1) in the headstock, which should be of suffi-
cient quantity and duration to insure that the oil travels back
into the bearing. This will be true of both sides of the head-
stock. After you are certain the oil has fully penetrated the
bearings, the excess should be wiped away.

The feedlever return spring, which is wound like a clock
spring within a cylindrical plastic or metal cover plate, will
usually be found on the left hand side of the headstock (Fig.
1). This too needs an occasional shot of machine oil, but if
no oil holes are present this may be difficult to do. Further-
more, I strongly suggest that you not try to disassemble the
spring assembly in order to oil it. Be warned that flat coiled
springs, like hornets, bears, and certain women, contain a fair
amount of pent-up fury and are best left undisturbed until
someone with the tools and experience to handle the job can
be called in. Take it from one who knows. Well.....about
hornets and bears, at least.

Our final oily task will be protective in nature and will
mostly serve to keep the exposed machined surfaces, princi-
pally the table and the column, clean and free of rust. My
first practice many years ago was to keep a film of heavy
machine or (lathe) way oil on the table and column as the
machine was in a humid location. All I accomplished here
was to make a mess. I quickly abandoned this approach as I
discovered that not only did the accumulated oil drips and
puddles make for sluggish movement of the components,
but moisture could and did find its way under that heavy
coat of oil. In addition, these puddles provided a very attrac-
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practice many years ago was to keep a film of heavy machine
or (lathe) way oil on the table and column as the machine was
in a humid location. All I accomplished here was to make a
mess. I quickly abandoned this approach as I discovered
that not only did the accumulated oil drips and puddles make
for sluggish movement of the components, but moisture could
and did find its way under that heavy coat of oil. In addition,
these puddles provided a very attractive surface for the ac-
cumulation of airborne dust and drilling chips which made
cleaning up a more nasty chore than it should have been.

I next attempted to become a little more scientific and
experimented with several then-new commercial penetrating
oils such as Starrett's M-1, LPS #1, #2, or #3, and CRC #3-36.
These are all proprietary products which were introduced in
the US as machine preservatives. There are, of course, many
others, but these are the products that are locally available
and which I have used in the trenches. They all work very
well, and in essentially the same way in that they contain a
very fine but tenacious machine oil which is carried in an
aerosol solvent matrix. When sprayed onto a machine com-
ponent, the solvent finds its way into every little crevice and
upon evaporation leaves a microscopic film of oil behind.
Very effective they are, and there is little or no accumulation

of residue except for LPS-3, which is intended to lay on a
heavy protective film that will last for prolonged periods of
storage. Don’t forget to give the chuck a little squirt now and
then just for good measure, and remember that these oils I
have just mentioned are primarily intended as preservative
coatings, not so much as wear preventatives. Use good
straight machine oil for that. There you have itina nutshell
and I hope this is of some little help to all of you, although I
must say that it is nothing more than a bit of common sense.
nky’ r ?

It should go without mentioning that the rather largish
hole which is usually cast into the very center of your drill
press table was put there to allow a working drill to pass fully
through a piece of work without causing any damage to the
table. This arrangement works exceedingly well on
workpieces which have sufficient size and rigidity to straddle
the opening, but what about the very weensy bits? In many
cases this hole may be as large as 1 1/4", and is therefore
much too large to provide adequate support for all the tiny
stuff that needs to be laid flat on the table, or which for some
reason cannot be accommodated in one of the various forms
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of drilling vise. What to do?

Before hearing my suggestions
for this little problem, let me ask that
when you have the opportunity t0
visit a chum’s workshop, sneak a
glance at the drill press. You will
notice that many of them have one
or more places where, while drilling
through a workpiece held flat on
the table, an extra hole or two has
been inadvertently introduced into
the surface of the drill press table.
(Of course there are NO such faux
pas as these on our own machines,
are there?) This is, of course, very
bad form and, although it isn’t the
end of the world, all the little extra
holes don’t do your drill press one
bit of good. You see, in precision
machine work, and especially in the
world of the model engineer, the drill
press table is not considered to be
a sacrificial component, that is, it is
not intended to be cut upon, drilled
into, or beat upon until it resembles
a Swiss cheese, then to be replaced
by another.

The table surface and its rela-
tionship to the column (or spindle)
may very well be as close to a con-
dition of true “flatness and
squareness” as will be found in
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many of our humble workshops, and as such should be cared
for and protected as you would any other precision tool or
component. Now having made that puffy little pronounce-
ment I must come clean and let you in on a dirty little secret,
which is that on most good drill presses the table and column
are not actually made perfectly square to each other at all!
("And why not?", rose the cry from the shocked and as-
tounded gallery!) The answer to this, my compadres, is that
the good’uns are usually made with a few Thou’ (1 degree or
so) of upward angle on the table, the theory being that this
upward tilt will tend to compensate for and counteract the
deflection imparted by the working forces acting downward
on the table, and the two should very nearly cancel each
other out. Thus you will approach virtual squareness only
while you are actually at work on the machine. Are those tool
designer fellows bright lads or what? But I have digressed
and strayed a bit from my intended path.

Always wanting the best of both worlds (that is, a way to
through-drill weensy bits AND produce no accidental holes
inmy table), I decided that I would outsmart myself and pre-
drill a hole about 3/16" diameter completely through the drill
press table and about midway between the center hole and
the edge of the table. Fig. 2 shows the approximate location.
This 3/16" hole is small enough that it goes completely un-
noticed by all but the weensiest of workpieces. When I have
a small through-hole to drill in a piece that needs to be laid
flat, I simply position the table so that this hole resides di-
rectly under the spindle axis and I drill away. No muss, no
fuss, and NO accidental holes.

In addition to this, I always keep several pieces of vari-
ous sacrificial materials close at hand at the drill press; usu-
ally a variety of hardwood bits such as oak or maple, some
rather dense yet tough plastic such as Delrin, and even a
slab of metal plate such as brass or aluminum. These make
fine supports for drilling into, and will further serve to save
the table from those little oopses. One word of warning how-
ever; some woods, such as the oak family, have an acidic
nature and will tarnish bare metals, iron and steel being par-
ticularly susceptible. Take care after working with wood block-
ing to clear any wood chips or residue, especially oak, from
bare metal surfaces or you will return to the shop and find
little dark “footprints” on the ground surfaces.

On to other things......

At least for the foreseeable future, I have had bloody well
enough of this drill press nonsense for one year, so with this
final paragraph I declare that our discussions of these little
beasties have come to an end. All snivelling and whining
aside, it has been a rather enjoyable passage as well as a
genuine learning experience, and I wish to thank Mr. H. Wade
for his assistance with the draughting pen and paper. How-
ever, as I collapse into a canvas chair for a few moment’s
respite, it is now time to stop and reflect a bit upon how far
we have come in this journey and to declare where these
ramblings shall take us next. (Pause: . . reflect . . reflect . .
reflect.)

Our Good Editor continues to hint that a number of re-
quests have trickled in over the past few months
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asking for information on lathes, lathe accesso-
ries, and their use. I have a sneaking suspicion
that these are more than simply hints, and that
the aforementioned trickle is somewhat more
akin to an avalanche and I am standing directly
in its path. So...to avoid the tar and feathers of a
hostile townsfolk, I will, on our next time out,
have a few words to say about what I consider
to be a most important primary accessory for the
home shop lathe: the humble 4-jaw chuck. Until
then, do take some time to stop and smell the
coal smoke.

With respect to any of the manufacturers'
products mentioned in this article, I offer the
usual disclaimer.
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IF YOU GAN'T FIND IT
CALLUS !

ASTER: e New and Used e Authorized repair agent @ Rolling stock of 1:32scale
Radio controls installed @ Locating service for hard to find items in 1:32

GARICH LIGHT TRANSPORT TRACK: e Mammaod conversions
Featuring #1 Selling J.J.'S STEAM OIL

J.J. ENTERPRISES 714-828-1537

5448 Vista Del Mar Cypress, CA 90630
e olan, e e e e o

" The latest addition to our range of
live steam locomotives features—

*  Working outside valve gear
*  Two-channel radio control

*  Water-carrying tender with pump

Living Steam Railways - soiler water gauge
for G Scale & SM32 * High level of detail

Available from
the dealers
listed below.
Further dealer
inquiries
welcome.

West Lawn Locomotive Works  Rio-Pecos Garden Railroad Co. Railroad Supply Corporation Roundhouse Engineering Co.
PO Box 570 27136 Edenbridge Court 115 South Victory Road Unit 6, Churchill Business Park

Madison WI 53701 Bonita Springs FL 33923 Burbank CA 91502 Churchill Road, Wheatley
608-231-2521 813-495-0491 818-845-1727 Doncaster DN1 2TF  ENGLAND

Ph: 011 44 0302 328035
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Loco Review -

Pearse Locomotives W&L COUNTESS
by Tag Gorton

1 ifications:
Description -

Price -

Pearse Locomotives is a new company, but not a new name to
garden railroaders in the UK. It has presently a range of three loco-
motives, of which "Countess" is the flagship, with "Genesis", a six-
coupled loco having similar running characteristics to "Countess",
and complemented by "Auric", a four-coupled engine with single
channel radio control.

My interest in this particular model is two-fold. The prototype is
alarge-boilered and attractive locomotive that I have enjoyed riding

Scale model of the Welshpool and Llanfair Railway "Countess" or "The Earl" as built by Beyer-Peacock in 1902 and
later rebuilt by the Great Western Railway.
£995 including VAT in the UK. Prices in the USA will vary, depending on current exchange rates and other factors.
Check with your dealer.
Available From - In North America, Doubleheader Productions or JMG Hobbies -- see their ads in this issue for details.

behind on many occasions during my visits to the autumn show at
Llanfair. I have also been following with interest the progress of the
innovative design work in the Pearse range of steamers, and was
pleased to be in a position to order a model of my favorite prototype
earlier this year.

The locomotive, resplendent in Great Western green, was col-
lected as promised at the 16mm Association AGM and taken home
for a quick gloat, followed by a period of extensive testing.

"Countess", sporting a new name and having been lined and lettered for the author's Longlands & Western Railway,
shows a high degree of excellence in the fit and finish department.

Photo by Tag Gorton
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Note the etched brass detailing on the side sheets and the neatly crafted valve gear.

Photo by Tag Gorton

Technical Description

The locomotive is dual gauge {32mm/45mm) with the usual
dimpled axles to locate the locking screws for the wheels, the axles
themselves running in phosphor bronze bearings. Frames are laser
cut steel to the profile of the prototype, fitted with rear guard irons,
copper pipework, detailed ashpan, riveted buffer beams and de-
tailed slidebar brackets.

The motion is nickel plated laser cut steel, with square section
slidebars, detailed crosshead, droplink and combination lever with
modified Walschaerts valve gear -- and if I can break into purple
prose for a moment, is an absolute delight to watch whilst running
at slow speeds!

Cylinders are 15mm bore x 17mm stroke and are of piston valve
design with "O" rings on the piston heads and on the piston rods in
the gland. The valves are stainless steel, centerless ground, and run
in honed valve bores.

The boiler is 7-1/2" by 2-1/4". The safety valve is set to 50 psi,
and is of the center flue type with slotted gas burner (quiet running
at normal working settings). The gas filler rises up in the cab and the
gas control valve is operated through the cab door. There is a filter
in the burner jet assembly, reducing the possibility of blocked jets
(afineidea! - ed.).

The steam riser/boiler-fill turret is in the cab, and there is a steam
shut-off valve/hand regulator in the steam line. On the boiler
backhead is a wheeled water level check valve with the overflow
pipe routed beneath the footplate, a 0-100 psi pressure gauge and a
blanking plate for any other boiler take-off required. The steam line

passes through the lubricator, then through the flue tube in a stain-
less steel superheater to the regulator.

The locomotive is fitted with a large displacement lubricator
with drain cock beneath the footplate. By using the steam shut-off
valve it is possible to drain and fill the lubricator whilst still in steam.
Tony Sant's boiler fill valve is available as an inexpensive optional
extra, enabling this loco to remain in steam to the limit of the servo
batteries if required.

Radio control is 27 mhz as standard (40 mhz systems are avail-
able as optional extras in Europe and Great Britain). The engine
under review is one with the 40 mhz option. The model is fitted with
batteries rechargeable in situ, and stowed neatly in the bunker. The
receiver, which is between the frames underneath the cab, directs
two miniature servos located in the ashpan. One servo controls the
reversing gear, the other governs the speed via a new design of
piston valve regulator and also blows the steam whistle whilst the
loco is stationary. The radio aerial is wrapped around a card former
and taken up to the insulated steam dome, which acts as a radio
beacon. The first reaction when radio control is mentioned with
respect to this engine is "Where on earth is it?" Even with the cab
removed it is not possible to see receiver or servos!

Pl k. Castings & Detaili

The smokebox and chimney are brass castings with full rivet
detail, and the chimney cap is turned from phosphor bronze, pro-
ducing an attractive approximation of a GWR copper cap (an impor-
tant point for residents of the Great Western Railway's old stamping
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ground!). The safety valve bonnet is another brass casting and is a
very neat fitting, indeed. It would appear from the closeness of the
fit that each one is individually finished to each loco. Other castings
include the boiler top feed, cab top whistles, water tank fillers, oil
cups on the running plate and the lubricators beneath the steps on
the front of the side tanks.

The etched brass platework is fully riveted and has window
detail with separately fitted hinges. The steps with diamond etched
plate and the access doors to the top of the expansion links are
faithfully reproduced. Grab handles, lamp brackets and fire iron brack-
ets are fitted. Valve chest wrappers are riveted and have lamp irons
as per prototype.

The cab roof lifts up to allow access to gas filler, boiler filler and
lubricator. The lubricator itself is hidden unobtrusively in the curve
of the cabside, and is not visible from normal viewing angles. The
body shell disassembles quickly and easily into four main compo-
nents -- the two side tanks, bunker and cab (after removing top feed
and pipework from the boiler), which simplifies the addition of lining
and lettering if required.

Finish & Pai |

The locomotive is available either in unlined satin black or in
GWR green as running in the 1920's or 1930's. My example is in
Great Western green and the paint is slightly flatted, providing an
oily and prototypical shine very much in keeping with a freshly
cleaned full size engine. The correct name and works plates for "The

Earl" or "Countess" are supplied, as are, of course, the GWR
numberplates as required. Since acquisition, my locomotive has been
lined and lettered for the Longlands & Western Railway and named
in accordance with LWR traditional practice. Yes, I know I'm a philis-
tine, but Beyer-Peacock built this engine at the same time as the
locos for that other line in Wales!

"Countess" invites further detailing. It's a fairly simple matter to
paint the inside of the cab cream and to add glazing. I've also made
a small wooden former topped with its load of coal to cover the
batteries in the bunker (see photos).

Those people modeling the W&L may wish to add Brandbright's
new flexible vacuum brake connectors, together with their associ-
ated piping, along the near side running plate. It's worth mentioning
here that Brandbright will be producing a range of Welshpool &
Llanfair passenger stock in 16mm rather than G scale. Information
received suggests that these will be superior quality kits and, to-
gether with the goods stock already available from this company,
means all the rolling stock is available to model this line.

It's worth noting that the standard coupling height on W&L
stock in 16mm scale is 35mm, rather than 25mm, so if you wish to do
this on your new "Countess", please make your wishes known when
ordering. Pearse Locomotives can also fit chopper couplings or
brass LGB couplings to the correct profile, if required.

Running & Performance

Preparing the engine for running is straightforward. The cab

» ¢*

CAB LAYOUT -- Note lubricator hidden behind cab side sheet. The T-handled valve on the steam turret is the steam
stop valve/regulator, and the wheeled valve below it is the boiler water level valve. The radio batteries are below the coal
load in the bunker.

Photo by Tag Gorton
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roof lifts to provide access for servicing, and the gas filler turret will
be noted on the left hand side of the cab. After gassing up, the
lubricator is accessed via the large knurled filler cap on the right
hand side. The usual problems with trapped air during filling can be
avoided by running the steam oil down one side of the capacious
lubricator. The boiler fill turret is also crowned with aknurled filler
cap, and before filling the boiler the level check valve should be
opened and the steam shut-off valve closed.

The gas is lit in the usual way and the gas firing system seems
stable. As steam is raised the water level valve is closed when water
ceases to run from the drain. At around forty pounds pressure the
steam shut-off valve is opened, the radio switched on and the en-
gine is ready to run.

My first impression after the condensate cleared (between the
frames, by the way, and not an oily fountain up the chimney) was
that here was a very powerful engine indeed. To be honest, and
bearing in mind the large wheels and long wheelbase, I was not
expecting this to be the case.

"Countess" has now had many hours of sustained running and
has settled down nicely. It is a delight to run and controllability is
excellent, with very slow running easily achievable. I was rather
concerned about my track which, away from the main line, is nowa-
days somewhat indifferent due to subsidence. I need not have wor-
ried. Despite the long wheelbase "Countess" hugged the rails very
well, and also copes with my curves (down to something below 2'9"
radius on the goods road!).

The locomotive has a loud and distinctive "chuff", particularly
noticeable as the regulator is opened for the ascent of Trematon
bank, or working a long train through the reverse curves at a scale
twelve miles an hour! The steam plume is also impressive, and I
think this and the "chuff" factor are due to the design of the "organ
pipe" exhaust tubes. These have the aural effect of an overblown
whistle, thereby producing the chuff and also directing water, and
therefore steam oil, down the chimney. This oil burns off, providing
a smoke component to the exhaust.

My fondness for whistles is a source of some mirth in the West
Country and, together with my liking for the visual and aural effects
of steam engines working, marks me out as belonging to the roman-
tic, rather than the pragmatic engineering side of the hobby. The
fact remains that the whistle is an integral part of locomotive work-
ing and the "Countess" has one of the excellent Tony Sant ex-
amples.

The engine will run for about forty-five minutes on one fill, but
the addition of the aforementioned boiler fill system, coupled with
the facility to refill the boiler whilst in steam, means "Countess" will
happily stay in steam all day. Of course one rarely feels like driving
a 16mm loco for hours at a time, but consider the fact that the proto-
type spends a large part of its day happily sizzling away in a siding,
without the imperative of having to run while the boiler is full.

At my last garden meeting, the "Countess" remained in steam all
afternoon, sitting quietly within the confines of the station yard and
awaiting an instant call to duty as required. For me, a new and
relaxing dimension to my garden railfaring.

Any niggles? Well, yes -- a couple. I didn't like the pressure
gauge staring through the front window, but it is of course a simple
job to reposition it in the cab. Mine is now in a more prototypical
position above the backhead, and it's easy to see through the back
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window or cab door.

As standard, "Countess" is supplied with a 27 mhz radio con-
trol. I do think that a UK specification model should have a 40 mhz
system. It may be, of course, that I have been unlucky. I've seen
many 27 mhz-equipped locos that run with no glitching problems,
however, there is no doubt that the 40 mhz system is more stable. 40
mhz is an option with Pearse Locomotives, and I consider that if one
is going to purchase a locomotive in this price range, then the added
cost of an upgrade to 40 mhz is minimal. US purchasers can fita 75
mhz system.

This is a meticulously designed model of a popular prototype
that is easier to use and run than any other 16mm live steam scale
model that I have operated, and I have to say that I am absolutely
delighted with it. Together with the undoubted quality of the engi-
neering, the high level of detail and the competitive price, it has to
be a winner.

Modular Cast-Stone Systems
For Outdoor Railroads

or an illustrated catalog

with color photos of 1/2"
scale, fully assembled,
cast-stone bridges, piers,
abutments, hand-finished
mahogany bridges and a
turntable too:

lease send your name
and address along with
$3 to the address below.

1218 A-8 COLORADO LN.
ARLINGTON, TX 76015
(817) 548-5656




Convention '93

Glimpses of steam at the 9th National
Garden Railway Convention

by Ron Brown

The 9th National Garden Railway Convention was a good
one from the point of view of a small-scale live steam enthusi-
ast. We enjoyed the luxury of an indoor steaming track, located
right in the heart of the action in the dealer room. It was open
for business any time the dealer room was open, and business
was good!

Our stand was situated facing the steaming track and just a
few paces away, so we had a good view of what was happening
most of the time. I say most of the time, because sometimes the
crowd was so dense that all we could see was backs!

Organization was pretty casual, but it seemed to work out
just fine most of the time. There was always at least one engine
in steam, and most of the time there were two or three running
and others waiting on sidings for their turn. I heard of only one
situation where things got out of hand, and this was a case
where one individual bullied his way onto the track without
asking permission or getting clearance, causing a minor colli-
sion, some anxious moments, and forcing a break in an attempt
at a record-setting duration run by Jerry Reshew.

Another run-for-the-record was made again later, resulting
in a run of over one hour duration by Jerry's exquisite Q5, built
by Peter Hicks in England.

A wide variety of engines were operated over the 3-1/2
days of the convention in the Santa Clara Convention Center in
Santa Clara, California. Some of the builders represented were
Argyle Locomotive Works (Australia), Aster (Japan), Berkeley
Locomotive Works (USA), Butler County Loco Works (USA),
Finescale Engineering (U.K.), Great Little Railways (UK.),Pe-
ter Hicks (U.K.), Lindsay Machine Works (USA), Maxwell
Hemmens Precision Steam Models (U K.), Merlin (U.K.), Round-
house (U.K.), Salem Steam Models (U.K.) -- and possibly some
others that don't come immediately to mind.

There were several NEW steam locomotives displayed and
operated at the convention, and most of them were based on
North American prototypes.

Mike O'Rourke of Berkeley Locomotive Works was show-
ing and running his "CRICKET", a charming little 0-4-0 based
on an obscure contractor's locomotive built by the John E. Byers
Machine Co. of Ravenna, Ohio. Rather than the conventionally
mounted cylinders and drive apparatus found on most rod-
type locomotives, "CRICKET" has a single slide valved cylin-
der mounted vertically on the right hand side of the boiler and
driving a jackshaft passing under the boiler, which mounts a
flywheel on the opposite side from the cylinder. The drive is
taken from the jackshaft via reduction gearing to the driving
axle.
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The flywheel smooths out the power pulses from the single
cylinder, and the reduction gearing takes care of transmitting
adequate torque and horsepower to the driving wheels to haul
a surprising load for this tiny locomotive. I saw "CRICKET"
make lap after lap on the oil-slick track with 16 LGB Tipper
Wagons in tow! The single cylinder was a blur of frenzied ac-
tivity, but, thanks to the reduction gearing, the locomotive
moved along at a sedate pace.

The wheelbase is short enough to allow operation on even
the tight radius LGB curves, and the reduction gearing keeps
the loco from running away or stalling on the grades.

It's been a long wait, but it looks like Berkeley Locomotive
Works has come up with a great little entry level loco here, and
with a price lower than any other loco currently on the market
(not counting Mamod, which is no longer building locomo-
tives anyway), even those with oscillating cylinders.

We just spoke to Mike ORouke at BLM this morning, and
he tells us that he's very busy building locos right now and
asks for your patience. He doesn't have time at the moment to
answer your letters or get involved in lengthy correspondence,
but if you'll send an SASE he will send you an informational
flyer on "CRICKET". (address at the conclusion of this article)

Another very unique entry level live steam loco was shown
by Douglas Gardner, of Butler County Loco Works. You may
recall that we reported on a little vertical boilered 0-4-0 called
"DOTTIE TOO" after the convention last year. The design has
gone through much refinement and testing since then, and is
now getting close to being ready for the market. At one point
during the Convention, Douglas was double-heading a pair of
these cute little critters, coupled up to his splendid scratchbuilt
logging caboose. The heart of this loco is the vertical boiler
and single oscillating cylinder steam engine produced by Mid-
west Models as a small marine powerplant. BCLW mounts the
engine and boiler on a 2-axle flatcar, driving the axles through
miniature chain and sprockets. We didn't see a demonstration
of the pulling power of this loco, but full-sized locos of this
type typically pulled a very small load - perhaps one loaded car
or a couple of empties. We hear that "DOTTIE TOO" will be
available before the end of the year, but check with BCLW for
more info, prices and availability.

Great Little Railways, which used to be called Steamlines,
had their 3/4" scale locomotive "LITTLE GIANT" on display in
both kit form and factory built, ready to run. This loco was the
subject of a review in the last issue of SitG, so I won't go into
details on its construction, etc. This was the first time I had
seen one up close and "in the flesh”, and I must admit that I
was favorably impressed. Fit and finish was generally good,
and they seemed to run well. I saw one of them pull a long
string of conventional American-style rolling stock with appar-
ent ease. The prices are very attractive for newcomers to live
steam, and the kit offers many kitbashing possibilities.

Gordon Watson of Argyle Locomotive Works in Australia
was on hand again, brightening the event with his good humor
and Aussie charm and displaying superhuman endurance by



his active involvement on the steaming track all day, every day.
This is the second convention at which I have seen Gordon
give generously of his time and skills to diagnose problems
and repair and adjust steam locomotives of any make and model
- not just those built by his own hand - for those that needed a
helping hand.

Most of the time Gordon could be found explaining, prepar-
ing or running his new loco, a fine model of the SR&RL Baldwin
2-6-0, "OLD STAR". This loco put in many excellent perfor-
mances during the convention, and certainly generated a lot of
good will and confidence in Argyle locos. "OLD STAR" is be-
ing built in a very limited run of 25 engines, so if you are mod-
eling Maine narrow gauge, check the Argyle ad in any recent
issue of SitG and get your reservation in soon.

And speaking of Maine narrow gauge.......Samuel Muncy
of Railway Garden Ltd. was showing a new line of SR&RL roll-
ing stock at his stand. Accurate models with lots of detail at a
surprisingly reasonable price made these particularly attrac-
tive. Check out What's New in this issue for more info.

Also seen at the RGL stand were Richard and Shirley
Longley of Brandbright and their son, Jack. Richard and Shirley
proved to be as friendly and personable face-to-face as they
are over the phone, and I'm sure they made a lot of new friends
for Brandbright.

Now returning to Argyle Loco Works for a moment.......In
addition to the SR&RL "OLD STAR", Gordon was also proudly
showing his brand new Baldwin 4-4-0, a 3-foot narrow gauge
loco built in 1876 as the South Pacific Coast No. 3. This loco
was not quite completed in time to run at the convention, but
the quality of design and engineering was quite obvious in the
model as displayed. Faithful Assistant has fallen in love with
this loco (a first at our house!), which should give you some
idea of how much charm and character it packs. A side eleva-
tion drawing of the South Pacific Coast No. 3 can be seen in the
Argyle ad in this issue.

The long-awaited Maxwell Hemmens Precision Steam Mod-
els Porter put in an appearance at this convention. It arrived via
Priority Air Freight at the RGL booth on the first day, and was
quickly checked over and displayed. It wasn't long before Ri-
chard Longley carried it over to the steaming track for a first
run, and it put in a very good performance. Just like the previ-
ous Hemmens Porter, this model is built of quality materials to a
high standard. Also like the previous model, it is easy to con-
trol - either manually or by radio control. Servo mounting space
is provided on all models, so if the owner should decide to
retrofit R/C it would be a snap.

One of the most frequently heard complaints that we hear
concerns the problems involved in filling the fuel tank on gas-
fired locos. Hemmens has completely eliminated this problem
on the new Porter by eliminating the fuel tank. All one needs to
do now is to plop a small cannister of EPI gas into the tender,
screw on the gas valve, and it's ready to light up. When the gas
cannister is empty, remove it and replace it with a fresh one.
Simple, trouble-free and a great idea. Wish I had thought of it.

My old Hemmens Porter has a wood cab and tender, which

add much charm and character to the loco. The new Porter has
a steel cab and tender, which look nice enough and help to keep
the cost down, but they just don't have the character of the
older version. One thing that will help to give the new Porter a
personality of its own was missing on the loco on display at the
convention. We've heard from good sources that a whistle will
be available as an optional extra, and who doesn't love to hear
(or blow) a steam whistle?

A Salem Steam Models Porter put in-a surprisingly good
performance, pulling a heavy train of logs around the oil-slick
track without straining, and demonstrating that it had lots of
power left by blowing its safety valve at regular intervals, even
with the burner tumed down. This is a nice entry level engine,
offering good performance and easy handling at modified
Mamod prices. Some of the spectators at the steaming track
apparently didn't realize that they were watching trains being
pulled by real steam locos running on fire and water, as much
excitement was generated when some of them caught a glimpse
of the fire burning under the Porter's boiler as it rounded the
curve and headed down the long straight section in front of the
spectators. Hey! That one's got a fire in it!

At the Garden Railways magazine stand, Barb and Marc
Horovitz were showing a REALLY BIG live steam loco. This 1-
1/2" scale 0-4-0 runs on gauge 1 track and is modeled after a 15"
gauge estate railway loco in England. I found the proportions
very appealing. This loco was designed and built by Marc
Horovitz and Mike Bigger especially to go with the neat 1-1/2"
scale Heywood rolling stock and other accessories offered by
Mike Decker, and it may be offered for sale in small quantities if
enough interest is shown. From what I saw, I don't think they'll
have any problem finding enough interested parties! Though
the loco was not completely finished, first-rate engineering and
craftsmanship were evident. Drop Marc a note if you would like
more info on this neat (big) little loco.

Mel Ridley, a cheerful and talented Brit, displayed his live
steam, all brass 1:24 scale D&RGW K-28, and a huge 1:24 scale
D&RGW water tank. The loco and tender were very nicely done
and essentially complete, but lacking details and final finish-
ing. It will be offered in two versions: coal-fired and gas-fired.
A note to Mel will bring more information.

Fortunate is the newcomer to our hobby, with all the out-
standing new live steam locos to choose from!

And now let's take a look at some photos of convention
activities and items of interest.

(All photos by Ron Brown unless otherwise noted)
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Some of the "Steam Gang" at the '93 National Garden Railway Convention in Santa Clara, California. Back row,
left to right: Reg Stocking, Jim McDavid, Ron Brown, Harlan Barr, Mel Ridley, Gary White, Chip Rosemblum,
Marc Horovitz, John Bloxdorf, Richard Longley, Rodger Rojas, Bruce Bates. Front row: Karl Johnson, Gordon
Watson, Geoff Spenceley, Jerry Reshew, Arnold Hoffman. An amiable, fun-loving crew, and they put on a good
show for the crowd.

Photo by Barb Horovitz
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Mike O'Rourke brought his lovely daughter, Emily, along to brighten up the Berkeley Locomotive Works stand
and add a touch of class. They were showing their new "CRICKET" live steam loco, and a number of other
steam locos, vehicles and stationary engines by Mamod, Wilesco and Steamlines as well.

. , o % R

A lineup of Crickets and Little Giant locos at the Berkeley Locomotive Works stand. Both are new entries on
the small-scale live steam scene this year -- see accompanying article for more details on both of these
engines, and lots more.
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BIG LOCO! This is the 1-1/2" scale freelance model of a 15" gauge 0-4-0T loco that was designed by Marc
Horovitz, built by Mike Bigger and displayed by Marc on his stand at the convention. Designed to run on gauge
one track and to be used with the Heywood Estate Railway rolling stock designed, built and sold by Mike Decker,
this engine was really impressive. Marc didn't have a chance to run it during the convention, but he tells us that it
was run after the convention and performed very well.

Oh, the indignities to which a steam loco is subjected! A "Bottom's Up" view of the loco shown above clearly
shows the wick burner and alcohol tank, the slip eccentric valve gear (between the rear, or lower, set of drivers)
and the unique rocker shaft used to transmit motion from the eccentrics to the slide valves (between rear drivers
and fuel tank). Marc came up with this design to avoid interference between the valve gear linkage and the bumer
assembly. We just spoke to Marc to make sure that our facts were accurate, and he tells us that this loco is now
undergoing study and redesign to fit it with Hackworth valve gear and some additional improvements. It appears
likely that a small batch of these locos will be produced and offered for sale. Contact Marc directly for details, and
tell him you saw it in SitG.
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Gordon Watson of Argyle Locomotive Works in Australia appears deep in thought as he watches over his latest
offering -- the Baldwin-built Sandy River & Rangely Lakes "OLD STAR". This loco performed beautifully and
was run many times during the course of the convention. Very impressive engineering and craftsmanship, Gordon!

Chip Rosenblum (left) beams as Marc Horovitz (right) seems to be wondering, "Why me?". Marc is holding
the ""My Bucket's Got A Hole In It" award, a Samuel Muncy creation.
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CARRY BECK

John Bloxdorf prepares his Aster 0-6-0T Pannier Tank loco for a run while Pete Olsen kibitzes. The trackwork
was excellent -- I didn't see or hear of a single problem with the track during the entire span of the convention.
The smaller, dual-gauge track is visible just over John's shoulder. It was nice to have facilities for running both
gauge 1 and gauge 0 locos -- well done, California!

This is the Steam in the Garden stand! That's Faithful Assistant giving live steamer and Pennsylvania resident
George Brown the spiel. Seated at the table is Castle Pacific cartoonist Rick Drescher. Yours truly was
pushing the camera buttons.
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SWAP

Sell/Trade: Salem Steam Models Porter -- gas fired, operating headlight,
dummy side motion, 40 psi safety valve, Goodall filler valve, displacement
lubricator, R/C linkages for throttle and rotary valve installed. Loco has
about 10 hours onit. Need money for new project. $600. Stumpy Stone 614-
633-6354 evenings (EST).

For Sale: MSR assembled Mamod -- meths fired, MSR drivers, custom
built wood cab, pilot beam, number plate, 4-wheel tender, R/C linkage for
rotary valve installed, Futaba R/C equipment included (servo in cab,
receiver and battery box in tender) -- $400. Might consider trade for
Wilesco D 409 Showmans Engine. Stumpy Stone 614-633-6354 evenings
(EST).

For Sale: Early (when they were still good runners!) stock Mamod, gauge
0, used very little and in very good condition. $150.00 + shipping. Also
KENVERSIONS Mamod in excellent condition, with new MSR spoked
wheelsets and bearings. The best looking Mamod appearance and perfor-
mance upgrade, now unfortunately out of production. $350.00 + shipping.
Ron Brown, PO Box 335, Newark Valley, NY 13811 USA -- Phone 607-
642-8119, FAX 607-642-8978.

For Sale: Steam powered "Birmingham Dribbler" by Maxwell Hemmens
in England. All polished brass, beautifully crafted replica of a steam toy
from the 1800's. Runs on the floor, not on track. Brand new, never steamed,
displayed only. No box. $250.00. Ron Brown, PO Box 335, Newark Valley,
NY 13811 USA -- Phone 607-642-8119, FAX 607-642-8978.

For Sale: Steamlines LITTLE GIANT "AILEEN", assembled and kits;
also MAMOD goodies. Phone or write for prices. Mike O'Rourke, 2821
Hillegass Ave. No. 22, Berkeley, CA 94705 -- 510-849-9284.

Wanted: Hornby 3-1/2" gauge L&M coaches. Mike O'Rourke, 2821
Hillegass Ave. No. 22, Berkeley, CA 94705 -- 510-849-9284.

Wanted: H.J. Coventry 1/2" scale B&O Class P7 Loco-

SHOP

time. FCC-legal Airtronics two channel R/C controls throttle and valve
gear/direction. Best sounding whistle you've heard on any small-scale live
steamer. $1700 - I'll pay shipping anywhere in North America. Ron Brown,
P.O. Box 335, Newark Valley, NY 13811 -- phone 607-642-8119, FAX
607-642-8978.

For Sale: Radio control systems, speed controllers, servos, batteries &
chargers. All new, very reasonable. Only have a few. Jerry Hyde (614) 946-
6611.

Wanted: Mamod - any condition, price appropriate to condition. Basher
wants English Metal. L. Hills, 16608 Pocono St., Valinda, CA 91744.

For Sale: 1" scale 4-6-2 Pacific, chassis rolling and 60% complete, tender
90% complete (superior craftsmanship, highest quality.....I've seen this
one in person - ed.) $2500. Contact Lew Bullock, 746 Town Line Rd.,
Johnson City, NY 13790 - phone 607-729-0647.

For Sale: Roundhouse Fowler w/custom installed Airtronics R/C and
custom carrying case -- a beautiful running engine. Ken Matticks 214-247-
1208.

For Sale: Beck German-manufactured live steam "ANNA" 0-4-0,
$1,300. Price includes Futaba FP-2L Digital Proportional R/C system --
LGB #4011 covered gondola w/receiver installed, throttle servo in cab.
Frank Rushton, 128 Woodcreek Dr., Dothan, AL 36301-6206. (205) 794-
4728. If machine answers, please a message and your call will be returned.

Listings in the Swap Shop are offered at no charge to SitG
subscribers as space permits. Send a letter, card or FAX contain-
ing your ad, clearly printed or typewritten (no phone-in ads,
please!), to SitG, P.O. Box 335, Newark Valley NY 13811. Ads
must contain sellers name and address - phone number recom-
mended. Please keep your listings short or we'll have to edit them
to fit the space available.

motive & tender -- drawings, castings or patterns -- to
sell, loan or make copies. Write to: Mike Buster, 9300
SW 155 Street, Dunnellon, FL 34432-7027.

Wanted: J&M Rheingold coaches, catalog #'s DM240
and DM242. First Class Parlour/Coach and Second Class

Gardemn Raflksyays

The premier magazine for the outdoor modeler since 1984

Parlour/Coach respectively. Should have the numbers

20508 and 24512 on the coach in the center of the window
band. Douglas Glatz, 209 Third St., Wyoming, PA 18644
-- phone/FAX 717-693-2291.

Sell/Trade: Brandbright Freight Railcar, battery pow-
ered gauge one with slow speed gearbox. Slightly modi-
fied and lightly weathered. Charming! $225.00. Also
Delton Doozie, single axle powered version, repainted
Apple Green with Black trim - very handsome. Ready to
wire up for battery operation. $185.00. Also Davey
Model Dockyard tinplate slate quarrymens coach (bogie,
gauge 1) with canopy black color. Unique! $85.00. Trade
for truly interesting items considered. Samuel Addison
Muncy, 805-927-1194.

Scratchbuilding
Kitbashing ¢ Operation
Track and roadbed

and structures e Realistic
use of plant materials

For Sale: Argyle Forney, gauge 1 version with pressure

ce, $55 via air

gauge, water gauge glass &’ vnvalve, R/C & whistle.

Garden Railways Magazine
Box 61461 Dept. SitG @ Denver CO 80206 USA @ 303-733-4779

Fitted with lir'gm 0 ¥ Excellent engineering,
beautifully crals =taily debugged & fine tuned, great

runner! No time on it except for debugging & fine tuning
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NEW FACES IN U.S. STEAM

1876 BALDWIN 4-4-0 -- South Pacific Coast No. 3 -- 3 ft. Gauge -- SCALE 1:20 -- Price: US$2200

Gas or Alcohol Fired, Stephenson Valve Gear, Hand Feed Pump,
Water Gauge, Pressure Gauge, R/C Optlonal, Choice of Couplings.

Reservations Now - with Sam Muncy, Rallway Garden Ltd., 805-927-1194

Manufactured By: Argyle Locomotive Works, Australlia

% LIMITED PRODUCTION #

Total bulld - 75 Engines
Serlal No's 002 to 076
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STEAM—UP WITH

TIME PROVEN LOCOMOTIVES
FROM

ROUNDHOUSE
&
MAXWELL
HEMMENS

FRIENDLY & AVAILABLE SERVICE
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AVAILABLE FEBRUARY, APRIL, JUNE, AUGUST, OCTOBER, AND DECEMBER
A ONE YEAR SUBSCRIPTION (6 ISSUES) IS U.S. $21.00, FOREIGN AND CANADA $28.00 (U.S. FUNDS)

27136 Edenbridge Ct.

WESTLAKE PUBLISHING COMPANY
1574 KERRYGLEN STREET, WESTLAKE VILLAGE, CALIFORNIA 91361

Bonita Springs, FL 33923
Tel. (813) 495-0491
Fax (813) 495-7264
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JET LATHES & MILLING MACHINES

J E T : . Castle Pacific T-shirts available

ey again for a limited time onlyl

CATALOG

, “Msmlcﬂgmm / .‘ 7 Choose from the classic
A 3! "JOY RIDE" or "SLUGFEST"

ALSO...DRILL e
PRESSES, gacamm-2yg 1 Just $8.00 per shirt plus $2.00 shipping

BANDSAWS, € ‘; s A & handling. Please, no checks - send money

TAsB'I_I_Ezé\gS, £am y order for immediate delivery to:

PANBRAKES,

MUCH Rick Drescher
MORE!!! MILLING o DRILLING o 815 So. Jackson

BORING ¢ REAMING e Tacoma, WA 98465
CALL FOR VERY SIMPLE TO
SWING RANGES STARTING AT 9" LOWEST OPERATE!! USA
PRICES!!!!

/\ Please state size with order and

[ﬁj)}BLUE\ﬁB/G\E give 1st and 2nd color choices.
o MACHINERY AND TOO ! | Blue or Gra

O '/ Y LS, INC & r Gray J

R

PO BOX 536-SG « HURRICANE, WV 25526 . % 800-872-6500

GARICH LIGHT TRANSPORT

ee Use with ANY major brand of rolling stock ee 9 Different Turnouts - #3 thru #10
um £, :
cate Bragg o @ ok Kit or Ready to Install
Laid back BRANCHLINE (10 ties/ft.)
= =L The Hustle-Bustle of MAINLINE (16 ties/ft.)
| Their Rail’s or DUAL GAUGE "1" & "O"

NS

1] CoDesign T 6 Foot Long BRASS OR ALUMINUM Rail Sections I.
E g SVRR ¥ 3 Types of 12" Long Wood Grained Plastic Tie Strips I U.S. Made 1.

GARICH LIGHT TRANSPORT 14552 Asmeroar i Tan geage: o4 02647

B52¢ LSSAE FOR INFORMATION, PLEASE ° at your dealer or direct e

THE G.L.T. #8 TURNOUT - 35" LONG, 158" CURVED RAIL RADIUS
MACHINED METAL FROG © COMPUTER CONTROLLED MACHINED PARTS ¢ SOLID UV STABILIZED WOOD GRAINED PLASTIC TIES ° INDIVIDUAL HAND-SET
STAINLESS STEEL SPIKES ® COMPATIBLE WITH ALL OTHER GLT PRODUCTS ® ADAPTABLE TO ALL CODE 332 RAIL USING GLT AdapRR
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Made in US.A.

"G" Size Railroad & Logging Supply
Detail Castings, Kits & Parts

Dept. RB, PO Box 22, Linn Creek MO 65052

We got horses. We got cows. We got pigs? JUST FOOLIN' FOLKS!
But we do have N.B.W.s, stake pockets, strap steps, turnbuckles,
queenposts, truck journals, K-brake parts, couplers, grabs, tank vents,
brake wheels, push pole pockets, truck bushings, box cardoor guides,
reefer hinges and latch bar, pass. car vents, loco tools, lube set,
marker lights, conductor stool, spitoons, lanterns, station benches,
switchstands, harp stands, baggage carts, wheel stops, order boards,
bridge feet, cemetery stones, coffins, water pump, shop crane, scales,
pump hand car, winches, typewriter, misc. gears, pipe fittings, wheel
barrow, garden tools, picnic table, fire hydrants, people, dog, mail
boxes, likker jugs, coffee pot & cups, telephones, door pulls, lock on
hasp, door knob, barn hinge, door hinge, electric meter, electric
insulators, fire extinguishers, diesel horns, rerail, smoke stack, pop
valves, whistles, loco L&P coupler, 12 pounder cannon. LOGGING
SUPPLIES & PARTS: Crosscut saws, limbing saws, mauls, sledge,
axes, cant hooks, peavey, log pike, bow saw, shackles & pins, rigger’s
blocks, loading jack, 12" logging block, 16" logging block, tree shoe,
fall block, 24" logging block, slackline carriage, chokers & hooks,
logging tongs, sheaves & bearings, steam winch engine (KIT), over-
head line shafting, sawmill parts AND A BRAND NEW CATALOG
THAT SHOWS IT ALL!

CATALOG:$2.00
 MAMODLIVE STEAM )
LOCOMOTIVES THAT WORK

SL1 Green Locomotive, ‘0" or “‘1”’ Gauge, $320 postpaid

If you bought a MAMOD locomotive else-
where and are unhappy with its performance,
maybe you should have tried us!

OUR MAMODS are equipped with proven
MSR cylinders, soldered steam pipe, ground
valves, improved fittings, and are STEAM
TESTED before shipping complete with steam
oil and fuel.

wmiaturell Send long SSAE for our Catalog
nﬂ%\ms P.O.Box 201192
WADE « IN + USA Arlington, Texas 76006

Send LSSAE For Catalog Sheet —

TRACKSIDE DETAILS
G-1/2" Scale Parts
1331 Avalon Street

San Luis Obispo, CA 93405

#1/s0ld out
#2/s0ld out
#3/s0ld out
#4/s0ld out
#5/s0ld out
#6/s0ld out

(SITG BACK ISSUES]
NOW AVAILABLE

The prices shown include postage and handling for
North American subscribers - all others please add
50 per copy for overseas surface mail.

#7/s0ld out

o 4.00
#9.nnn. 4.00
#10 ......... 4.00
F/ 2 || U 5.00

#12/s0ld out

Send a list of issues requested with your check or
money order to:

Steam in the Garden Magazine

P.O. Box 535

Newark Valley, NY 158611

#13..c0000e 5.00
#14 ... 5.00
#15........ 5.00
#16 ....... 5.00
N7 civivees 5.00




British Prototype Kits by

e )
Light Railways For The Garden

Gauge 1 Models of Heywood 15" Gauge Railways

Shell/BP Tank Wagon & Great Western Cattle Wagon, 10mm
(3/8") Scale, Gauge 1 (two of eighteen goods wagon types available)

Lynton & Barnstaple Narrow Gauge Wagon & Van, 16mm
Scale, for Gauge 1 or 0 (two of nine goods wagon types available)

Drawings - Kits -- Send $1.00 for list to:

KITS, PARTS, TRACK: 10mm (3/8") Scale Gauge 1; 16mm Scale (NG)
. Gauge 1 or 0. PRICE LIST, with illustrated leaflet, $2.00 postpaid.
Decker's Trains, Rt. 1, Box 102-E, Hot Springs, SD 57747 5 Yt . postp

605-745-5487 HARPER MODEL RAILWAYS
W /Y PO BOX 24728 LYNDHURST OH 44124 TEL. (216) 464-8126

TLEN@&% CODE 332
BRASS * NICKEL SILVER

For info, send LSASE to:

the PARKER Co. P O Box 1546 * Camarlllo CA 93011 * FAX (805) 7-6432

MAHOGANY TIES
DOUBLE SPIKED STRAIGHT AND
CURVED 8" & 10" RADIUS

We accept M/C & VISA
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THE BEST PROPANE
TORCHES AVAILABLE
FOR BRAZING &
SILVER SOLDERING
A MUST FOR BOILERMAKING
WATCH THIS SPACE FOR FUTURE PRODUCTS OF

INTEREST TO STEAM IN THE GARDEN ENTHUSIASTS

Send SASE for catalog to:

Sulphur Springs Steam Models, Ltd.
PO Box 6165 -y
Chesterfield MO 63006

JMG Hobbies

is a specialty hobby shop catering to the large
scale model railroader and live steam enthusiast.

Pearse Locomotives
W&L COUNTESS

Our commitment to our customers is to provide quality equipment, service and
competitive prices. Call or write for our free price list.

Some of the lines carried at JMG:

Roundhouse Engineering ASTER

American Model Builders MDC

Hartford Products USA Trains

Llagas Creek Railways Ryan Equipment Co.
Delton/Caledonia Express Gary Raymond Wheels
Shortline Car & Foundry Pearse Locomotives

. Service & Repairs
JMG Hobbies
P.O. Box 960 Port Ewen, NY 12466

(914) 338-0817

Hours: M-F 5:30PM to 9:30PM / Sat. 10:00AM to 5:30PM / Closed Sunday

The
Willow
Works

COPPERSMITHS and MACHINISTS
SUPPLIERS to the MODEL ENGINEER

Custom Made Boilers and Machine Work
Genuine Steam Cylinder Oil and Lubricants

Fittings - Materials - Tools

Now offering from Stock

STUART TURNER MODELS (UK)

POST OFFICE BOX 150581
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37215
615/373-5829

Send a stamped self-addressed envelope
for our lists.
1993 Stuart Models Catalogues $7.50 ppd.

GARY RAYMIND
METAL WEEELS ™

Nickel Plated RAIL-GLIDE™
with Stainless Steel Axle 3.95 PER AXLE
UNPLATED STEEL 2.95 PER AXLE

$5/50 axles s&h. CA residents +7.25% sales tax.
For 1:20.3, G, 1/2", 1:29, #1.
P.O. Box 1722-S
Thousand Oaks, CA 91358

805-492-5858 ©1992- c.RMW.
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Steam once ruled the road...

ASTER

brings it all
back in
Gauge 1

1:30 scale model with Walschaerts
Valve Gear and Jackshaft

5
J

AN ILLUSTRATED HISTORY )
OF
18 INCH GAUGE

STEAM RAILWAYS
by Mark Smithers

The 18 inch gauge systems played an important part
in the development of narrow gauge railways. Con-
structed from the early 1860's onwards, these lines
served main line railway workshops at Crewe and
Horwich, as well as many major military installa-
tions and industrial sites. This book is atechnical and
historical outline of a significant, but previously
neglected, aspect of Britain's railway history, illus-
trated with many rare and historic photographs and
a wide selection of maps and scale drawings. The
hardbound book has 176 pages and 209 illustra-

5th Edition 1991 ASTER
Live Steam catalog available
$16.00 + $3.00 postage

P.O. Box 90643

Aster Hobby USA, Inc.

Pasadena, CA 91109-0643

tions, including 70 maps and drawings. The price is
$34.95, postpaid. For more information, write or
call:

Decker's Trains
Rt. 1, Box 102-E

Calendar of Events

September 17-19 -- Indiana Transportation Small-Scale
Steamup. Two 380 foot gauge one loops, two 380 foot
standard gauge/gauge one/gauge O triple gauge loops.
Contact John W. Bloxdorf, M.D., 2540 North Ninth St.,
Terre Haute, IN 47804 for more information. This could be
another very important meet for live steam enthusiasts, on
the order of the Diamondhead, Mississippi meet last
January.....don't miss it!

January 14-16, 1994 -- National Gauge One Steamup,
Diamondhead, Mississippi. In 1993 this event was at-
tended by over seventy live steam enthusiasts, and over one
hundred locomotives were seen on display and in opera-
tion. For 1994 Jerry Reshew is promising all of the features
that made it such a success the first time around, plus some
new ones! An elevated 8' x 24' dual track configured for
both gauge 1 and gauge O will be provided. This is in
addition to the 14' radius elevated dual track mainline and
the 10' radius floor-level track that were in operation this
year. Steam seminars will be expanded for 1994, and will
include two workshops dedicated to helping registrants get
over their fear of machine tools. You will have the oppor-
tunity to work on a lathe and milling machine over the 3 day
event, and will actually make something! The venue will be
the same - the indoor Atrium at the Days Inn in
Diamondhead, Mississippi, just a one hour drive from New
Orleans. For more information or to register, contact Jerry
Reshew, National Gauge One Steamup, 5411 Diamondhead
Drive East, Diamondhead, Mississippi 39525. Phone 601-
255-1461 (days) or 601-255-1747 (evenings).

Because of publication lead time, please send info for
Calendar of Events well in advance. Include name of host
and location of event, with address and/or phone number
to contact for complete information. Some basic info
about the site is also useful (ie. ground level or elevated,
minimum curve radius, ruling grade, etc.).
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Hot Springs, SD 57747
Phone 605-745-5487
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@
GardenRenil

GardenRail is a new and exciting
quality magazine devoted to all

aspects of garden railways

ww” L < & ‘W :

Bi-monthly
Ensure your copies with an
annval subscription.
Overseas rate: £25.00

In case of difficulty
write fo:

GardenRail

P.O. Box 42, Skipton,
N. Yorks. BD23 5UZ,
United Kingdom

Or from selected model shops




SALEM STEAM MODELS

NEW Battery Powered Narrow Gauge Diesel Loco

Introducing a range of Diesel Outline model locos for 16mm & G Scales, substantially built of metal for use on garden
railways and powered by dry cell batteries of 6 volt output. The loco is suitable for either 16mm or G scale, and is
compatible with normal rolling stock (such as LGB, Bachmann, etc.). Couplings are link & pin type, requiring a pin
and a few links of chain for easy coupling to most freight cars & coaches in garden railway traditional style.

The locos are geared to run at a realistic speed, and no electronic speed controller is necessary. A simple DPDT
Forward-Off-Reverse switch is fitted. The flashing yellow light on the cab roof is independently powered and switch-
able and can be safely left on for long periods. Batteries are housed under the deckplate and hood and are easily
accessible for replacement. If the user prefers Nicad batteries, they are easily fitted.

Dimensions;

® Length - 12"
® Width - 4"
® Height- 6"

Features Include:

@ Heavy Metal Construction

® Flashing Light on Roof

® Brass Handrails

@ Available for 32mm or 45mm gauge
® Flycranks outside the frames

@ Economically Priced

@ Forward-Off-Reverse switch in cab
@ Separate Switch for Flashing Light

Price:

@® £175.00 + postage & packing

Photo by Chris Heath

Salem Steam Models, Manufacturers of Live Steam & Battery Locos in 16mm & G Scale
BRYNGLAS, Salem, Llandeilo, Dyfed SA19 7HD United Kingdom

Phone 0558 822530

Available in North America from the following dealers:

JMG Hobbies
P.O. Box 960
Port Ewen,NY 12466

Phone/FAX 914-338-0817

Doubleheader Productions
3725 Pageant Place
Dallas, TX 75244

Phone/FAX 214-247-1208




PEARSE LOCOMOTIVES

AURIC COUNTESS GENESIS

Live Steam Locomotives for 16mm and " G" Scale.

All our engines feature internal gas firing and full radio control for both speed and direction.

Qur distributors in the USA are:
Doubleheader Productions J.M.G. Hobbies
3725 Pageant Place P.O. Box 960
Dallas, TX 75244 251 Salem Street
(214) 247-1208 Port Ewen, NY 12466

(914) 338-0817

They will be happy to handle your enquiries.

PEARSE LOCOMOTIVES, THE BROW, CLIVE AVE. CHURCH STRETTON,
SHROPSHIRE, SY6 7BS, U.K. Telephone: 011 44 694 723806

We just got word from several schools that are buying our CNC equipment and are trading in some of their
manual equipment and downsizing their shops -- I suddenly find myself in the used equipment business and
have 24 lathes, 6 surface grinders, 12 milling machines, 4 band saws, 5 shapers and a bunch of other stuff
that I would like to move out.

Lathes are South Bend, Logan, Atlas, Clausing, Tree and Hardinge -- Mills are South Bend, Clausing,
Bridgeport, Browne & Sharpe, and others -- Surface grinders are Browne & Sharpe, Abrasive, Delta,
Gallmeyer & Livingston and Boyar-Schultz.

Might even be willing to do some swapping and trading around for old magazines, books, engines, kits or
what have you. Hey! I'measy!

Send $4.00 for our Cardinal Engineering FREE

tal H Sh
togulanatdlogand 2211A 155th Street (Hipemes)® \op

list of used machinery

Cameron, Illinois 61423-9738 with catalog

(near Galesburg) (It's a hoot!)

Weekends OK - But please call first -- Roland at 309-342-7474
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Grover Devine enjoys running trains on a sunny afternoon on his South Pacific Coast garden railway in the spring
of 1992. This view shows the elevated end of his railway, where the engine servicing facilities were located.

Photo by Ron Brown

END OF THE LINE

We lost a good friend and a great
fellow live steamer this summer. Word
came to us at the Convention in Califor-
nia that Grover Devine had passed away
suddenly on July 6th.

Although Grover and I were the same
age and had grown up in the same town,
our paths had never crossed until we met
through our mutual love of the hobby. I
grew to admire and respect him through
the letters & phone calls that we ex-
changed - and through the articles and
photos of his work that were published in
so many magazines - long before we ever
met in person. Last year Marie and I had
the opportunity to visit him at his home
on several occasions, and to run trains
and exchange plans, dreams and ideas.
I'm grateful that I took the opportunity to
photograph some of the fruits of his
creativity at that time, examples of which
appeared in an article by him in SitG #12
and on the cover of SitG #14.

Grover had a great interest in the
South Pacific Coast Railroad, a colorful
narrow gauge line that existed in his part
of California in the late 1800's and early
1900's. He created a very believable South
Pacific Coast in his own back yard by
scratchbuilding structures and rolling
stock and modifying live steam locos.
Working from photos in Bruce
MacGregor's books on the SPCRR, he
reproduced scenes from the original
SPCRR that were realistic enough to

startle and amaze those that had read the
books and seen the photos.

Grover was a multi-talented person --
he was filled with a zest for life and he
had a unique ability to see things as they
reallly are and translate life into minia-
ture. A talented musician, he played pro-
fessionally, wrote music and built his
own harpsichords.

A year or so ago he sent us a copy of a
wonderful little video short, done silent
movie style and titled "The Great Crush
Collision". Grover wrote, directed and
did all the camera work on it, and he even
played the musical score himself. His
generosity was such that he shared his
talents freely, preferring to give away his
videotape so that others could enjoy it,
rather than selling it for profit.

Our sympathy goes out to Grover's
wife, Linda, and the rest of his family --
but Grover was so vibrant and alive and
so enthusiastic about everything that it
doesn't seem fitting to mourn his passing
-- better that we should celebrate his
graduation. So the next time you light a
fire in one of your little locos, pause to
reflect for a moment on those kindred
spirits, like Grover Devine, that have
given so much of themselves to the hobby.
So long Grover, this one's for you.
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Brandbright Lid., Britains largest small scale live steam supplier, is
now 10 years old! To celebrate this, our 10th catalogue is now
available, and it's filled to the brim with lots of new locos, including
Finescale's Fairlie, Steamlines' "Little Giant" (now with Wilesco
cylinders), Wrightscale's Porter (now available in kit form!) and
Wrightscale's superb "WREN", now in kit form or factory built. The
new Maxwell Hemmens "OGWEN" and Porter will be available soon,
plus many others! If you are a previous Brandbright customer, the
new catalog is on the way to you now. If not, send just $3.50 for this
treasure trove of live steam.

Richard, Shirley and the entire Brandbright staff - including U.S.
agent Samuel - thank you for your support.

U.S.A. Representatives

RAILWAY GARDEN LTD
4210 Bridge Street, Cambria, CA 93428 'Phone or FAX (805) 927-1194

BRANDBRIGHT LIMITED
The Old School, Cromer Road, Bodham, Holt, Noriolk NR235 6QG, United Kingdom
'Phone 011 44 26370 755 or FAX 011 44 26370 424

Railway Garden Ltd.

4210 Bridge Street #5
Cambria, California 93428
Phone or FAX - 805-927-1194

A WINNER!

Bruce Bates of Santa Clara, California placed order #500 with Brandbright and RGL and
won the prize. With all of the new locos available (including Finescale, Pearse, Wrightscale,

and of course Roundhouse, to mention only a few), we're moving quickly toward order #1000
- will you be #1000 and winner of the next prize?

With acclaimed service, best pricing and honest, non-biased selection, we offer more than
any other supplier. Why would you go anywhere else?

Maxwell Hemmens Porter is i k and available! Excellent value - our pi
the vear! RGL also has locos from Argyle, Butler County and Berkely Loco Works, making
our large selection even larger. RGL believes in supporting Steam in the Garden (both the
magazine and the hobby!), and we invite you to compare our selection and prices.




It's
LLAGAS CREEK RAILWAYS
For the widest selection of gauge 1 track supplies.

Code 250 or 215 rail and flex-track in Nickel-Silver, Aluminum and Steel

Tie strips now available in "Creosote Black" and our new "Tie Brown"

G scale tie strips for code 250 rail, 1:20 "Narrow Gauge look" tie strips for code 215.
Turnout components, investment cast frogs, points, guard rails and working switchstands.
Track gauges, radius gauges, rail joiners, railbenders, tie plates and spikes.

Running late, but still in the works:

16mm scale "Sandy River" gauge 0 tie strips, and 1:32 scale, gauge 1 tie strips.

Our products are designed for use with any commercially available flanges.
Prices start at just $1.75 per foot for code 250 Aluminum rail flex track.

For information send LSASE

For info and a sample of our new "Narrow Gauge look" flex track
send $2.00 to:

Llagas Creek Railways
2200 Llagas Road, Morgan Hill CA 95037-9429

Phone/Fax 408-779-4391



