$5.95 Canada

$4.95 U.S.

July - August 1998

\"/
DIEIN]

(-
C

e GAR

)

!

C
r

X

5 W,

IN T

1%
B S




WORLD’S FINEST GAUGE 1 LIVE STEAM

KITS & RTR
BEAUTY % INVESTMENT % A PLEASURE TO OWN

QUICK DELIVERY ON ALL MODELS
BRO3 - 132

BOTH STYLE DEFLECTORS,
NUMBER BOARDS, ETC. SUPPLIED

PANNIERS

5 LIVERIES

AVAILABLE
IN:

GREAT
WESTERN

BRITISH
RAILWAYS

LONDON @&

PROTOTYPE PHOTO

USRA LIGHT MIKADO JNR 9600

5 LIVERIES
T3/BR89
MANY OTHER MODELS CURRENTLY AVAILABLE

NEW! BINDER CATALOG & MANUAL $15
— - 5o

°€ s e p—
U.S. IMPORTER & DISTRIBUTOR
PN NEW RUMLEY ROAD JEWETT, OH 43986

HYDE-OUT MOUNTAIN LIVE STEAM 89060
CALL US FOR INFORMATION % 740-946-6611 @ www.steamup.com/aster
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AVAILABLE FROM THESE DEALE
North Jersey Gauge One Co. IN CANADA

Sulphur Springs Steam Models West Lawn Locomotive Works
PO Box 6165 PO Box 570 8 Spring Valley Road
Chesterfield, MO 63006 Madison, Wi 53701 Park Ridge, NJ 07656
314-527-8326 608-231-2521 201-391-1493

Gauge 1 Lines
10 Porter Street
Stittsville, Ontario K2S 1P8
Doubleheader Productions Cross Creek Engineering Rio Pecos Garden Railroad Co. Canada 613-836-6455
3725 Pageant Place PO Box 191 27136 Edenbridge Court
Dallas, TX 75244 Spencer, OH 44275 Bonita Springs, FL 33923
972-247-1208 800-664-3226 941-495-0491
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Articles

11....Casting About -- Part IV - And away we go!
by E. V. Rutkowski

14 ...National Spring Steamup -- Fun in the Sun
by Clark Lord

21 ...Loco Review -- Pearse Locomotives’ Switcher
by Tag Gorton

25 ...Product Review -- Istra Metalcraft’s PETS
by Ron Brown

30 ... Marx Commodore Vanderbilt -- Nostalgia...with a twist
by Charlie Mynhier

32 ... Steamup Report -- The Mountain View & Western celebrates 10 years of steam
by Jerry Reshew

34 ... Product Review -- I.P. Engineering Mamod Mods & nifty steam goodies
by Rob Kuhlman

Departments

4...... RPO -- Letters - Our readers write...with enthusiasm
8...... What’s New? -- Latest & greatest commercial offerings & industry news
10.... Calendar of Events -- Who, What, When & Where (and sometimes Why?)

12.... Notes From the Backyard -- Potpourri
by Rich Chiodo

29.... Weed Wood RR -- An offbeat look at the world of small-scale steam
by Joe Leccese

46.... Peter’s Page -- Falk Logging Loco
by Peter Barclay

47 & 52 .. Steam Scene -- Our readers share their favorite photos

48.... Swap Shop -- One man'’s surplus is another man’s treasure

50.... End of the Line -- Blah, blah, blah......

50.... Advertiser Index -- Wish List...buy something from these good folks!

ON THE COVERS:

Front: The mighty Union Pacific Big Boy thunders across a timber trestle with a long train of gondolas
filled with coal in.....Pennsylvania? Well, there really is a full-sized Big Boy in Pennsylvania at Steamtown,
a National Park in Scranton, Pennsylvania, but this one was photographed on the Pennsylvania Live
Steamers beautiful new gauge 1 track during their Memorial Day Weekend steamup. The loco is by Aster
and is owned by Bill Crane. digital photo by Ron Brown

Back Cover (top): Train Watching & Boyhood Daydreams. Morgan Ritson (3 years old) watches his
dad’s trains at their home in Alaska. Who among us didn’t begin our enthusiasm for trains this same way?
The loco is a John Shawe model of the L&B “YEO”, and the 8-ton bogie wagon was built from a
Brandbright kit. photo by James Ritson

Back Cover (bottom): Logging in the 19th Century might have looked something like this. Doug Smith’s

Qxch modified BAGRS Project Loco hauls a log out of the Pennsylvania woods on Dan Long’s lmcj

digital photo by Ron Brown
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Steam in the Garden (USPS 011-885, ISSN 1078-
859x) is published bimonthly for $27.00 ($34.00 Ca-
nadian, $35.00 overseas) per year (6 issues) by
Steamchest Publications, PO Box 335, 6629 SR 38,

Newark Valley NY 13811. New subscriptions please
allow 6 - 8 weeks for delivery (overseas via surface
mail may take longer). Direct correspondence to PO

Box 335, Newark Valley NY 13811. Periodicals post-
age paid at Newark Valley, NY and an additional

-mailing office.

POSTMASTER: send form 3579 to Steamchest
Publications, PO Box 335, Newark Valley, NY 13811.
Printed in USA. Copyright 1997 Steamchest Publi-
cations. All rights reserved. The contents of this pub-
lication may not be reproduced in whole or in part
by any means without the express written consent
of the publisher.

- USA, Canadian and overseas subscriptions may be
sent to Steam in the Garden magazine, PO Box
335, Newark Valley, NY 13811. Phone, fax and
e-mail subscriptions gladly accepted. We accept
'VISA, Discover and MasterCard.

In the U.K., contact Brandbright Ltd., The Old
School, Cromer Road, Bodham, Near Holt, Nor-
folk NR2S 6QG — phone 01263 588 755 FAX
01263 588 424

In Australia, contact RCS, PO Box 1118,
Bayswater, Victoria 3153 AUSTRALIA —
phone/fax (03) 97 62 77 85

Items for review may be mailed to PO Box 335, New-
ark Valley, NY 13811—or sent via UPS or FEDEX
t0 6629 SR 38, Newark Valley, NY 13811,

Questions or comments? Call us Mon. - Fri. at
607-642-8119 before 9:00 p.m. Eastern time,
please...or FAX us any time at 607-642-8978. e-mail
address: docsteam@spectra.net

Our web site, Steam in the Garden Online, is lo-
cated at: <http://www.steamup.com>.

This publication is created on
Apple Macintosh™ computers.
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Letters from readers are welcomed and encouraged. Offer
advice, encouragement, suggestions or constructive criticism. Tell
us about your current project (and don’t forget the photos!) or just
share live steam experiences. But please keep your letters to a rea-
sonable length so everyone has a chance to use this forum. Letters
may be edited for length or clarity. Send your letters & photos to:
SitG, Dept. RPO, P.O. Box 335, Newark Valley, NY 13811, USA.

* %k ok % % %

via e-mail
Unto Ye Ed.:

While perusing Issue #44 I noticed a letter from a gent named
E. F. Moxham who wanted to know if anyone supplied drawings
for Gauge 1 S. P. Daylights and similiar beasties. Then, turning
back to Issue #43 (I like to re-read them), I noted a comment in E.
V. Rutkowski's article, Casting About, about his “library of draw-
ings” for a S. P. GS type locomotive he plans to build. He further
states that he intends to cast parts for same. Hmmmm....

Well, how about it, E. V.? It may not be Gauge 1, but it IS a
garden-sized locomotive. I suspect that more than a few train-lov-
ing shop birds (self included) would welcome reasonably priced
drawings and castings for a lovely locomotive like the GS. Be-
sides, it’ll give you an extended excuse for spending time in your
shop, as well as defraying some of the cost of your equipment.

Cordially,
R. Inglish
SEEEE
Livermore, California
To Ron Brown, Editor, Steam in the Garden Magazine.

Letter of thanks to the “very good guys” of
Gauge 1 live steam I have met.

I’ve been a railway enthusiast and modeler for several years
through R/C planes, boats, cars, N and 00 scale railways, etc. It
has been only during the last 2 years or so, during which I began
dedicating more than a passing interest into live steam model rail-
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way engines, and gauge 1 in particular.

Although an engineer by profession and having a machinist
background, because of extensive travel I never had time to ma-
chine a complete engine from scratch, so options were limited to
choosing and building an engine from many of the pre-machined
kits available. And against all advice I went for one of the more
complex Aster kits, namely the U.I. 232, 4 Cyl. compound.

I found building the kit was not a real complex problem, as it
appeared to go together relatively easily, or so I thought! The mo-
tion and timing worked great during air testing, and the completed
model looked extremely good. But steam testing on the treadmill
before introducing it to a real track was another issue!

Initial attempts showed the water feed from tender to engine
appeared to be blocked, so all underside plumbing was removed,
rechecked, cleaned, repacked and re assembled. Still no joy.

Overseas travel prevented more investigation until one week
before the 1998 BAGRS steamup in San Jose. I contacted Richard
Finlayson to set up a late entry, and explained that the engine was
a steamer, but non-runner!. He invited me down and offered to
help me get the problems sorted.

I arrived Saturday morning; not good timing as the show was
getting into “full steam”. After a brief discussion with Stephen
Bray, he in turn introduced me to Gary White and Clark Lord.
Another brief question and answer discussion followed, during
which I explained that I had steamed it up, but cannot get the water
feed working.

These two guys then proceeded to fuel up the engine, light it
off, and attempt one lap of the track, during which they confirmed
that there were some blocked feed pipes in the tender and the check
valve ball was stuck.

To me the blocked tender feed pipes did not seem likely be-
cause I had checked and rechecked them at least three times, but
the sticking check valve was a mystery to me, and visions of hav-
ing to dismantle the boiler was not a thought I wanted to entertain!
The thought of taking the engine home and it becoming a shelf
ornament with an “unknown engineering problem” was a night-
mare I could not live with. So with Gary looking over my shoul-
der, offering occasion input and swapping banter, I started unscrew-
ing tender water pipes and fittings again. Within 10 minutes pipes
and unions were off, and exactly in the middle of two of the unions
were blobs of packing compound still blocking the pipes. I ex-
plained to Garry that I had already checked these twice before
(yeah, sure!).

I removed the excess compound, rechecked the pipes again
and refitted them to the tender. Another water check showed we



still could not get water through the whole system. The idea of
dismantling the cab to facilitate the check valve removal looked to
be a very dark option!

I suggested to Gary that I prefered to start with the shortest
and most easily accessed pipe first, and then work my way into cab
dismantling if neccessary, hoping that the problem would be found
at the first ball valve, but realizing that chances were slim.

With check valve removed, we both tried poking a small wire
through the pipe to lift the sticking ball, but it was obvious then
that the ball was not the problem as it lifted easily from the seat.
Then we realized that the wire was not penetrating whole length of
tubing leading to the check valve. Gary confirmed that we could
see a blob of solder blocking the pipe. (It never occured to me to
check all pipes pipes for clean passages before assembly).

Gary brought Clark Lord back into picture, who quickly
summed up the options, i.e. wait six weeks to get a spare pipe from
Aster or take the pipe outside to the parking lot and heat it with
Clarks butane torch, and hope we can blow out the melted solder.

It took me about 5 seconds to decide that six weeks seemed a
long time to wait to test the engine again, and it was only 1 p.m. on
Saturday afternoon with plenty of steaming time left, so why not!

Sitting on a wall in in the parking lot, with Clark holding the
torch and tube, he started to gently apply heat to the blocked area.

As solder started to bubble, Gary quickly attached a neoprene
tube to the opposite end of the pipe and blew through the tube. The
melted solder flew out, and the tube was clear. We were very pleased
that the quick fix appeared to have worked.

I replaced the pipe and we applied water again through the
system. This time everything worked great. I refueled the engine,
Clark volunteered me some of his valuable allocated running time
and fired up the engine. Within 5 minutes and minor tweaking to
the blower adjust, the engine began to move under its own power.
Fantastic!

Another steamer quickly attached eight Marklin Swiss coaches
for weight and 232 took off. Gary White added a couple more tweaks
and handed the controls to me with the comment, “It’s your en-
gine, enjoy.”, and walked away!

Following the engine round the track, viewing from a distance,
refueling and controlling it over the next 20 minutes or so for the
first time was an unforgetable joyous experience that is impossible
to describe...and without the constant second by second nail biting
nervouness of R/C flying.

Several times over the weekend, I expressed my thanks to Gary,
Clark and Stephen for the time they had taken out of their own
valuable running time to help an unknown novice. Gary did get a
beer, but Clark and Stephen did not, so I still owe them one.

The help these guys gave me needs more than a quiet private
thanks. A major public Thank You is still not enough to cover the
pleasure they helped me achieve. I hope to be able to help them
along next time we meet. Three cheers to all and happy steaming.

Regards,
Tony Dixon

* %k k x k%

Burgdorf, Germany (via e-mail)
Dear Ron,

The following facts are taken from the August issue of the
Modelleisenbahner, but they were also published in other maga-
zines, such as Focus.

At the end of February, construction workers discovered,
duringreconstruction work, the foundation stone of the
“Maximilianeum” in Munich/Bavaria. The foundation stone was
hidden since the founding of the Maximilianeum on October 6th,
1857. In a box made of lead within the foundation stone, a 1:10
scale model of an Adler (Eagle) type locomotive was found. By
now experts of the German Museum in Munich have restored and
conserved the locomotive for further display in the house of the
Bavarian Parliament.

The 144mm gauge model was build by Rudolf Sigismund
Blochmann in Dresden and sold to King Maximilan II of Bavaria,
who included it into the foundation stone of the Maximilaneum.

During the restoration it was discovered that this model loco-
motive is an alcohol burning live steam model! And at 149 years
the oldest of its kind in Germany. Even a pressure gauge and a
steam whistle are present.

To save the original condition of the model it was not restored
to working condition, but maybe someday a copy will show how
the original worked.

Thomas Hentschel

* ok k% % %

Virginia Beach, Virginia (via e-mail)
Dear Ron,

I have been meaning to tell you that the cover of your maga-
zine (SitG #45) with the Heisler on it is simply beautiful! I sit and
stare at it and I am transported to a very special place, with the
aroma of pine and coal smoke in the air - mmmmmmmmm.

Thank you!
John Synnestevedt
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING THE
ASTER USRA 2-8-2 LIGHT MIKADO

All design work has been completed. Some parts have already been made. From this
point on production of this locomotive DEPENDS ON US. For this project to be fea-
sible for Aster, we must sell about 100 locomotives (kit or built) immediately upon
completion. We are NOT asking for prepayments or deposits. We need 100 PEOPLE
WHO WILL SERIOUSLY COMMIT TO PURCHASE AN ENGINE WHEN THEY
ARE READY. Once we have 100 committed purchasers, Aster will commence produc-
tion of the Mikado. It will take approximately 10 months to delivery. The locomotive
will be supplied unlettered, but we have made arrangements with a Canadian company
to produce the proper dry transfers for all 50 or so railroads which used this engine in
freight and passenger service. You will be able to purchase these direct from the manu-
facturer for a very reasonable price.

ASTER USRA 2-8-2 MIKADO MT - $3895 (at current exchange rate). Factory built
slightly higher. Take a look at the photo of the Mikado above. Then, if you would like
more information, or IF YOU ARE SERIOUS ABOUT THIS LOCO AND WOULD
LIKE TO BE ON THE LIST, PLEASE CALL OR WRITE US DIRECT ASAPAND
LET US KNOW.

Aster USA Importer & Distributor

HYDE-OUT MOUNTAIN LIVE STEAM
89060 New Rumley Road

Jewett, Ohio 43986
AR S— 740-946-6611

purchase it from your favorite Aster dealer.

When the locomotive is ready for shipment, you can E
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RCS RADIO CONTROL

FOR
LIVE STEAM LOCOMOTIVES.

A TOTALLY NEW WAY TO OPERATE LIVE STEAM.
EXCLUSIVE RCS

SN % Multi function pocket size
\ PCM FM TX handpiece.
% Miniature RX/Decoder.
* “Glitch” free control.
% 100’ + operating range.
* 4 frequencies each
. with 16 side bands.
=== % Uses 4.8 volt Ni-Cads.
~ %+ Two models for locos with
&« single or dual servos.
. % Smooth regulator opening.
% Two speed slow down.
% One touch panic stop.

DELUXE MODEL
9 FEATURES!!!!
% Battery lighting with
H‘“M . 5 auto reverse + On-Off.
ONLY % Extra servo functions

or
Complete with PCM TX, RX & Decoder.  x Built in triggers for

(Servos, Batteries and Sound sold separately). digital sound systems.

STATE OF THE ART MICROPROCESSOR TECHNOLOGY DESIGNED IN THE USA.

\ PO BOX 1118 BAYSWATER, VIC 3153, AUSTRALIA.
1 PCM PHONE/FAX: NORTH AMERICA (1800) 490 6945
' RADIO INTERNATIONAL  ++(613) 9762 7785

AUSTRALIA (03) 9762 7785
Sl CONTROL WEBSITE: http://www.alphalink.com.au/~rcs/ E*mail: res@alphalink.com.au

I"S'"“B“-"('N IN THE USA BY SSS MODELS. (314) 527 8326.

= IN THE UK BY BRANDBRIGHT (01) 263 588 755.




Camelback Books, PO Box 1226, St. Cloud, MN 56302, Fax (320 240-8690,
has released a new book, Home Made Steam Engines Volume 1-The Wobblers,
by author Edward G. Warren. As the title indicates, this volume is devoted to
small oscillating-cylindered steam engines that you can build in your own home
workshop. In addition to drawings and instructions for building eight engines,
there are also plans for a low pressue vertical boiler and a small electric gen-
erator, and useful information on grinding toolbits, cutting threads, flywheel
sources and more. The photos (all b&w) are clear and sharp, and the text is
easy to read and follow. This will be a great source of simple projects for the
novice hobby machinist, as well as quickie weekend or evening projects for
anyone who loves carving little steam engines out of solid hunks of metal.
Some of the steam engine projects could easily be adapted to power a little
gauge 1 or gauge 0 locomotive. Good fun and informative, this is a good read
and will keep you occupied in the workshop for many happy hours.

Venture Publications have just published a new edition of Richard Hills’ work, Beyer Peacock - Locomotive
Builders to the World. Beyer, Peacock is a name recognised throughout the world as a builder of railway locomo-
tives. During its 112 year existence, from 1854 to 1966, over 8,000 locomotives were built at its Gorton Foundry
in Manchester, ranging from tiny 18" gauge works shunters to the giant Beyer Garratts, some of which were the
largest steam locomotives in the world outside America. The book chronicles the formation, growth and eventual
demise of the Company. Drawing heavily on the official records which were passed into his care as Director of the
Manchester Science Museum, the author, Dr RL Hills, has produced a scholarly yet very readable history which is
complemented by, and benefits from, the expertise of the book’s designer in incorporating over 520 illustrations -
some full page - in the book’s 302 A4 pages. 302 pages, 520 illustrations, £32.50 (overseas please add £5.00
towards shipping). Available now from MDS Book Sales, FREEPOST SK2162, Glossop, Derbyshire SK13 8YF
ENGLAND - phone 011-44-1457 861508 e fax 011-44-1457 868332 @ or email us at
MDS_BOOKS@compuserve.com

Gary Raymond Quality Large Scale Metal
Wheelsets has announced their latest release for Large
Scale, the G 26 BL Finescale wheelsets for Bachmann,
LGB, USA Trains and other G scale rolling stock. These
wheelsets are the same diameter as our current G 26 |
BL Semiscale wheelsets, but feature a new smaller |
flange for those who want a more accurate appearance. |
The wheelsets also offer excellent reliability in outdoor |
layouts with 4’ or larger radius because the smaller |
flange is less likely to hit rocks and twigs that com-
monly fall on the track. Order from your local dealer or
direct from Gary Raymond, PO Box 1722-S, Thousand
Oaks, CA 91358 @ 805-492-5858.




Rio Pecos Garden Railroad Co., 27136 Edenbridge Ct., Bonita Springs FL 34136 @ phone (941) 495-0491 e fax (941)
495-7264 now has the Airedale Models Sentinel 1000 (for one channel) and 2000 (for 2 channels) Glitch Busters in stock.
These units plug in between any R/C receiver and servo, and have a row of dip switches to adjust for varying degrees of glitch
protection. As the amount of glitch protection is increased, servo speed slows down and the “momentum effect” increases.
There are 8 selectable servo speeds. I find this adds a degree of realism, challenge and interest in operating a steam loco. The
Sentinel unit also has a switch setting for reversing servo direction...a very useful feature if your transmitter doesn’t have servo
reversing built in. The Sentinel 1000 sells for $34.00, and the Sentinel 2000 is $65.00 Prices include shipping for addresses in
the U.S.A. Check the Rio Pecos ad in this issue for more info.

Little Railways, 1621 Cherry Street, Williamsport, PA 17701 has just introduced a very fine quality model of a 4-wheel,
narrow gauge logging caboose, which they are calling the “Tiny Logging Caboose”. The model, with a body length of 4-1/2",
is built to a scale of 1:20.3 for Little Railways by Bill Coffey and features authentic narrow-gauge design, fine quality
hardware (including a truck by LGB with scale
contour wheels), individual board-by-board con-
struction, and a realistic weathered finish. It
comes completely built and ready to run, and is
available with a unique 2-digit number, or with |
no number at all. Our sample exhibits the excellent
workmanship that Bill Coffey is known for. We like
the board-by-board construction, and the roofing ma-
terial used is the best looking we’ve seen. Very realis-
tic effect. The caboose has a single door with Hart-
ford Products handle and grab, 2 windows, smokejack,
a brass step, and an LGB truck with link & pin cou-
plers. It will make a fine addition to any narrow gauge
logging railroad.....or a fine looking model for the man-
tel, shelf or display case. A catalog is available...please
refer to the Little Railways ad in this issue for pricing |~
and ordering information. :

Little Railways also has some excellent 1:20.3 scale figures, an item that’s not easy to find in this increasingly popular scale.
R. Stanton (#LP-003) is described as a “locomotive engineer, sportsman, part-time insurance agent”. Dirty Harry (#LP-002) is
the “locomotive fireman, lumber company executive and man about town”; and Big John (#LP-001) is the “logger,
philosopher and former clarinet player”. The figures all have excellent detail and realistic proportions. They are
made of cast resin and come unpainted, and they’ll really add some life and visual interest to your 1:20.3 scale
railroad and logging operation. Check the LR catalog for prices on these figures, and for information on other
1:20.3 scale items from Little Railways.




1999 (ALENDAR OF EVENTS

August 21, 1998 - Chip Rosenblum’s track will be the “official” steam track for
the LGB National Convention in Columbus, Ohio. Anyone who would like to come
and run steam (gauge 1 or gauge O), and help to educate and convert the electric
mice guys & gals will be welcome! For more information, contact Chip at 111
North Roosevelt, Columbus OH 43209 - (614) 235-7732 - e-mail:
DOCFLAME@worldnet.att.net.

September 4 - 6, 1998 - Pennsylvania Live Steamers Memorial Day Steamup,
Rt. 29, 1 mile north of Rt. 113, Rahns, PA. Come and steam with us on our beauti-

/

SitG Back Issues

Currently Available

Prices shown include 1st Class postage and handling for
North American addresses -- all others please add .75

per copy for overseas surface mail.

SAVE!When you order five or more back issues,
deduct $1.00 per copy from the price shown here.

. tion and/or

ful new Gauge 1 track. Also available - ground level track for 1/2" - 3/4" - 1" and 1- #16 .....5.50 #28 ..cce00er 5.75 #38 cceeeeer 6.75
1/2" (7-1/4" gauge) scale trains. Food is available on site, lodging nearby. For more #17 .....5.50 #29 cveeenn 5.75 WO csoccscass Vel D
phone 610-346-8073. essee esscccceses o essscssecee O
September 12-13, 1998-Atlantic City Large Scale Train Show AT THE NEW #21.....5.50 #31 .ceeereen. 6.75 ) peetad
CONVENTION CENTER. Contact J. J. Productions, 558 7th. St., #3¢, Brook- #22.....5.50 #32 ccveerer 6.75 #42 ........... 6.75
lyn, NY 11215 - phone 718-788-0516 - FAX 718-965-4067. Istra Metacraft’s #23 .....5.75 B0 cecccscocss So i #43 cvvreennns 6.75
NEW portable track (PETS) will debut at Atlantic City, and all live steamers are

invited to bring locos to run either or both days. The track will be set up indoors, so #24.....5.75 #34 cevsrrere 6.75 #4 oo 6.75
weather will not be a problem. Let’s show these folks what small-scale steam rail- #25 .....5.75 #35 cveereenns 6.75 #45 ..c0ee0ee. 6.75
roading is about! #26 .....5.75 BIO covneccsioo Bel D

September 12 - 13, 1998 - The Sam Murphy Memorial Steamup will be held on BT 5.7

the IE&W Railway at the home of Jim and Jo Anne Stapleton. This year’s fall : : . .
steamup is honoring long time live steam enthusiast Sam Murphy of Kirkwood, o & Mt of lsss:::l:‘::e::: (‘;; t:g::r;ll;e;:;:l:loney e

MO, who passed away in June after a lengthy illness. Participants will be encour-
aged to participate in a group donation to The City Museum of St Louis, Sam’s pet
project at the time he became ill. This museum, largely through Sam’s efforts, has
a 7.5 inch gauge riding track circling one of the upper exhibit hall floors. Because
it is inside the building, Sam had to settle for an electric locomotive, rather than
live steam, to haul the train. The IE&W has an elevated double-track main line
500+ feet long, with storage yards and a covered steaming bay. For British loco
fans, we expect to have the first production models of the GWR 14XX class 0-4-2T
live steam locos from Finescale Locomotive Co. in operation. For more informa-
directions contact Jim and Jo Anne at: email:
jim.stapleton@mindspring.com, phone: 703.882.3886 - fax: 703.882.9670 - snail
mail: 38200 Charles Town Pike, Purcellville, VA 20132-2927

October 24, 1998 -Olympic Model Railroad Society Swap Meet - National Guard
Armory, 515 S. Eastside St., Olympia, Washington. 10am - 4pm. Adults $3, Se-

PO Box 335
Newark Valley, NY 13811

Credit cards are cheerfully accepted and may be phoned
in to us at 607-642-8119 or faxed to 607-642-8978.
You can also contact us via e-mail at: <docsteam@spectra.net>

HH

For reprints of sold out back issues, contact:
Sulphur Springs Steam Models, Ltd.

niors $2.50, children under 12 free. For more information contact Jeff Schultz at PODelfo‘. l;f“
360-456-0546 or tschultz@u.washington.edu rneld"Mo
Because of publication lead time, please send info for Calendar of Events well in Phone/FAX 314-527-8326

advance. Include name of host and location of event, with address and/or phone

number to contact for complete information. Some basic info about the site is

also useful (i.e., ground level or elevated, minimum curve radius, ruling grade,
)

L2 2 o 8 ¥ 3 8 3 8 8 B BB B B B R B 0 B 0 0 0 0 0 R B - 0 RO B B Rl i hJ i)

"
Sy WE’VE GOT THE STUFF YOU NEED!

Railroad PETS
(Portable (or permanent) Elevated Track System)
Steamue carriers e Rail Couplers
Heavy Duty Rail Benders e Nickel Silver Rail

ISTRA METALCRAFT
6089 Lee Ann Lane
Narles FL 34109

Tel: 941-597-6445 o Fax: 941-597-6230
(7:00 AM - 3:30 PM Eastern Time)
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Now that I had my portable foundry,
my boots, my gloves, my goggles and
my bronze it was time to fire up and melt
some metal. I decided that I would get
some experience with the furnace before
making any serious attempts at casting.
My first chore would be to melt down
all those surplus bronze valve bodies that
I bought and pour the metal into those
ingot molds that I spoke of in the previ-
ous chapter. So, on a sunny day I rolled
out the foundry for its initiation.

After connecting the gas supply and
plugging in the blower cord I decided to
test the lighting off and operation of the
furnace before I put in a crucible and ac-
tually melted metal. I had read in books
about how adjustment of the gas and air
supply was critical and something you
had to develop a feel for. This was the
first thing in which a complete neophyte
like myself would have to try and de-
velop some proficiency.

With the furnace lid swung to one
side, I opened the gas valve a little bit
and, using a long fireplace lighter, lit off
the gas. [ opened the valve a little more
and when the gas flames roiled above the
furnace I started the blower with the air
inlet completely closed. Even with the
inlet closed there was enough air leak-
age to see an effect on the furnace flame;
shortening and becoming a little fiercer.
Now I started to slowly open the air in-
let, without changing the gas flow. The
flame shortened and became less lumi-
nous while the furnace began to make
the roaring sound described in the texts.

I continued increasing the air sup-
ply; the roaring increased and the flame
was swallowed into the furnace interior

Casting About

by E. V. RutkowskKi
drawings and photos by the Author

Chapter IV - And away we go

when POOM! with a bang the furnace
went out. Too much air.

On my second try I went through all
of the steps except when I got near the
point where I had a flame out I increased
the gas flow a little then added a little
more air. When the roar sounded loud
enough and the flame was well within
the furnace and almost invisible I quit
adjusting and swung the lid into place. I
let the furnace come up to temperature
for the first time in its life. After about
half an hour I shut down by doing the
lighting off steps in reverse: lid swung
to one side, air flow turned off then gas
flow off. These procedures become more
comfortable with experience. You get to
know the roar which signifies that the
furnace is operating properly.

After the furnace cooled down a bit
I put in the crucible that I got when I or-
dered the furnace. I started the furnace
again, and while it was heating up I
placed some of the hunks of scrap bronze
on the furnace lid to preheat them and
insure they were perfectly dry. When the
furnace was glowing dull red I removed
the lid and put the metal into the crucible,

“swung the lid back into place and con-

tinued heating. It didn’t take very long
for the scrap to melt and when the inte-
rior of the furnace had reached a bright
yellow heat and the metal in the crucible
was liquid I added some flux. For flux-
ing bronze I used 1 inch lengths of flux
coated, bronze brazing rod. This is a con-
venient source of flux and easy to use.
You just toss a few pieces into the melt.

I find that between four and six are
enough for my melts. You can find more
detail on fluxing in some of the books I
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previously listed.

Now that the bronze had melted, and
was a mobile liquid in the crucible, I
grabbed a large stainless steel kitchen
spoon and skimmed the dross off the top
of the melt, tossing this dross into the
sand bed. Now, with the tongs, I lifted
the glowing crucible from the furnace
and took it over to the ingot molds which
I had lined up on a spare firebrick placed
on the foundry sand bed. I poured the
molten metal into the molds, then put the
crucible back into the furnace, turned off
the air and gas supply and swung the lid
back into position. There was some re-
sidual slag in the crucible and I dumped
this into the sand bed. Later I removed it
and the dross by sifting the sand with an
ordinary, large kitchen sifter.

When I looked at the ingot molds I
was disappointed. Where I had expected
to see shiny bronze all I saw was a black-
ened, wrinkled surface. Being way down
on the learning curve I didn’t know that
all I was seeing was the residual dross
and that underneath was a good bronze
ingot. That’s one of the functions of the
“riser” in making a mold. It provides a
place where the dross accumulates while
good metal flows into the casting. I con-
tinued melting down my scrap bronze
and casting it into handy ingot sizes pre-
paratory to making my first real castings.



Notes From The Backyard

Potpourri...

I have a folder in which I keep scraps
of notes and other detritus squirreled away.
Lately it has been overflowing, so in no
particular order here are some random
musings. Pick the one that irritates you the
most and write a letter.

A potpourri:

What we need is an affordable, starter
model, coal fired, locomotive. Stuart
Browne’s creations are exquisite but are
somewhat higher end. Legend’s vertical

by Rich Chiodo

boiler Climax is getting closer.

I don’t care much for radio control.
Here we have a miniature of the high art
form of the post industrial revolution
equipped with CMOS, PLL surface mount
circuit gadgetry. It just doesn’t “feel” right.

Out of the box, RTR garden railways
dominate our world. A growing number are
eschewing this sameness for the wilds of
creativity, scratchbuilding and fidelity to
prototype. Our hobby will be better for it.

I find all that is written about plants
for the garden railway difficult to under-

stand and apply. Maybe it’s just me, but
somehow all that is known and that is ap-
plicable to our little world needs to be writ-
ten down in layman’s terms, with lots of
pictures.

Rarely have I seen a small scale live
steamer fired up without a problem in the
presence of company. Is it the nervousness
of the driver, bad karma, the wrong trou-
sers? A normally docile beast will find the
most exquisite way to befuddle its master
when others look on.

Early morning, just after sunrise is the

prototypes become in 7/8 scale.

Pictured is the newly shopped 0-4-0T geared steam motor for the new 7/8n2 Isle of Shoals. This much-
modified Berkely Loco Works Cricket characterizes the typical industrial narrow gauge beasts used by
private firms to haul every thing from ammunition to zinc ingots. The engine driver, G. Ennis Plammer
(motto: everyday is Monday) stands 5-1/4 inches tall. He gives perspective as to how BIG diminutive

photo by Rich Chiodo
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best time to be out on your railway.

Running light engine doesn’t seem
right. Running a radio controlled locomo-
tive without a train really doesn’t seem
proper. We’re getting better here in the
States, but the habit persists.

I’ve lost track, long ago, how many
times I have forgotten something, usually
critical, after planning for days to attend
that big get-together. Why is that? And why
is it just after the point of no return that
you remember?

Speaking of GTG’s...the ones that run
the smoothest, no matter how modest, have
a track marshal and train order board. How-
ever, I too will gladly participate in the
helter skelter running around that occurs
when no such controls are in place.

Industrial narrow gauge is finding its
way into the garden railway hobby. These
are diminutive prototypes such as Lister,
Rustin, Simplex, Deutz, Decauville, Vul-
can, Porter, etc., consisting of locomotives
and 4-wheel rolling stock, mostly flat cars
and tippers. Industrial NG has the advan-
tage of realistic garden railroading in a lim-
ited space and offers the modeler a wide
range of prototypical look and feel.

Yesterday, the time necessary to fin-

ish the project list pinned to my workshop
wall exceeded my life expectancy. Hence-
forth, I will need to spend time each day
deciding which project to eliminate. If I do
this in my usual anal retentive way, I will
get nothing done for the rest of my life.
Cheery thought.

On my last locomotive project (pic-
tured) I was searching for a way to repre-
sent a graphited smokebox. Quite by acci-
dent, I tried rubbing the smokebox with my
construction pencil, in which the “lead” was
very soft....and voila (after some finger
burnishing)! An authentic graphite-colored
smoke box. It seems to wear acceptably and
gets your fingers dirty when you touch it. I
like that.

My reborn Isle of Shoals Light Rail-
way is somewhat torn up as track gets up-
graded to 7/8n2 standards. It’s a bit sad not
to be able to steam up and run a train, even
if it is just to and fro.

I have had a chance to visit other steam
powered lines this summer and have picked
up good ideas from all of them. One com-
mon thread with my friend’s railroads is
that they are all an individual expression
of what the creator pictures a proper gar-
den line to be. I’ve mentioned the higher

level we should all work toward in previ-
ous columns. Visiting these lines always
returns me to the IofS inspired to make it
better.

Helpful hint #73. Those surplus, mili-
tary “foldable, short-handled shovels” used
to dig foxholes and such make the quintes-
sential garden RRy tool. I use mine to dig,
pry, plant, tamp....but it’s really tough to
lean on, foreman-like.

Speaking of tools, those laser sighted
levels seem like the most perfect grade sit-
ing tool ever invented. As soon as the price
comes down to something affordable, as
every electronic gizmo eventually does, I
think I will be retiring my water level.

Well, I feel better and my notes file is
a bit thinner. It’s summer time here on the
coast of New Hampshire and, torn up track
or not, I’'m headed out to raise some
steam...if only just to sit back and watch
the safety lift.

-

Potomac Steam Industries
Phone: 703/680-1955

Email: info@steamup.com

LEGEND

Steam Locomotives

DEALERS
Rio Pecos Garden Railroad Co.
Phone: 941/495-0491

Sulphur Springs Steam Models
Phone/FAX 314/527-8326

Check our web site for full details. Or, call or write for more information.
Legend Steam Locomotives * 2408 Grandby Dr. * San Jose, CA 95130 * PH/FX: (408) 871-0318

http://www.steamup.com/legend
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The National Spring Steamup

by Clark Lord
all photos by the Author except where noted

Fun in the Sun in California

Things got underway Thursday afternoon May 28, 1998 as
folks gathered at the Sunnyvale Hilton in Northern California (San
Francisco Bay Area) for three days of steamup fun. New to this

year’s event was the in-
stallation of a live
WEBCAM by Scott
McDonald and Richard
Finlayson, and an elevated
Gauge O track built by
Gary Broeder and Charley
Lix. This track was con-
structed on site and com-
pleted at 2 a.m. Friday
morning.

I had the pleasure of
the first and last runs on
the BAGRS track, and
like many others, enjoyed
operating my live steam-
ers with full trains. My
Aster Schools with a 5-car
set of new Bulleid coaches
built by David Leech pol-
ished the rails several

times, including a South- ¢

ern Green triple header
with Gary Broeder and
Richard Finlayson. Friday
saw heavy steamup activ-
ity and socializing.

The Dealers room
was open 3 hours each
day. Sunset Valley Rail-

road was showing their |*

line of code 250 track, in-
cluding plans for a
double-slip switch. Scott
McDonald represented
Potomac Steam Industries
while NSS 98 organizer
Richard Finlayson repre-
sented Legend Steam Lo-
comotives. Bob Hartford,
Hartford Products Inc.;

Lee Klaus, Valley Car Works; S.T.E.A.M., OS Locomotives; Lee
Barrett, Barrett Railways; Pete Thorp, Trackside Details; and Gary
Watkins, Sierra Valley Enterprises rounded out the dealers in at-

tendance.

Gary Broeder, Clark Lord and Richad Finlayson prepare their
triple headed Aster Schools for a run. (see text)

ner at a local restaurant.
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Seen operating on the big track were Geoff Spenceley and
Peter Comley, each with an Aster King George V and seven of
Peter’s GWR coaches. Brand new was Jim Hadden’s Poison Creek

#5, a scratchbuilt Heisler.

Friday’s events fin-
ished up with two of the
seven clinics offered dur-
ing the steamup weekend.
Jim Reyer gave a talk on
Whistles for Small Scale
Steam. The theory behind
whistles was demon-
strated with several ex-
amples. His final whistle
was a 6-inch long 4-
chime unit that sounded
great. Next up was Gary
Broeder talking about

8 Lathe and Mill Basics.

Saturday’s clinic sched-
ule included Mike Mar-
tin, BAGRS Project loco;
Vance Bass, Pop-Pop
Boats; Charley Lix, Hand
Lettering; Marc Horo-
vitz, Getting Started; and
Kevin O’Connor on Sil-
ver Soldering. 1 attended
all the clinics and found
them very informative.
Some of Saturday’s
highlights included an-
other triple headed Aster
Schools, belonging to
Gary Broeder, Richard
Finlayson and Clark
Lord, pulling 3 goods

@ vans and 10 Southern

Railway coaches. An-
other awesome sight was
Dan Pantages’ Daylight
pulling a magnificent 10
coach set built by David
Leech. This was a com-

plete train set consisting of a baggage, articulated coach, coffee/
kitchen/dining cars, 44-seat coach, tavern lounge, parlor car, and
observation parlor car. Saturday night concluded with a group din-



After dinner you could find Jim Reyer and Morgan Jennings
steaming their Crickets on the small dual gauge track. The door

prize giveaway proved popular and lasted quite some time due to Clockwise from below:

the wide variety of interesting items donated by the many vendors ;

who support our hobby. Some of the gang who showed up at Kevin
The O Gauge track saw lots of action throughout the day. Marc O'Connor's place in Sacramento for his “After the

Horovitz, assisted by Michael O’Rourke (Mr. Cricket) operated Steamup” steamup. John (}0“8“' an (CA), Richard
his steamer, and Pete Thorp found time to make a run with his Finlayson (CA). Reg Stocking (CA), Grover Cleve-
Catatonk Heisler. land (CA), Earl Martin (CA), Kevin O’Connor (CA),

A new addition to the schedule this year was a field trip to Dee Dostaler (Utah), Jim Hadden (Utah) and Dick

Roaring Camp and Big Trees RR in Felton. We got a shop tour and Bruce (CA)..
then took a ride behind DIXIANA, a two truck Class B Shay. Back
at the steamup, Dion Dostaler took lessons from The Master, Gary
White, on proper firing of a Baldwin B1 Rear Tank loco. The last Geoff Spenceley (CA) always puts on a good show
run on the big track was by me with my Aster Alisan Shay. wiht his steamers, and no one has more fun than
Many attendees took advantage of local steamups organized he does!
for Monday & Tuesday after the main steamup at the Hilton. Mon-
day we were treated to a steamup at Gary Broeder’s home. One of

the unsung heroes who did a lot of the setup and teardown work on Some of the NSS ‘08 gang took advantage of the

the steamup tracks was Tom King, who could be seen running his opportunity to ride behind a narrow gauge Shay

Gumby Cricket at Gary’s place. About 30 folks attended. on the Roaring Camp & Big Trees Railroad in the
Tuesday it was off to Sacramento to visit Kevin O’Connor’s Santa Cruz mountains.

home. Early on, Jim Hadden had his new Heisler in steam. Later
John Coughran had his coal fired Jack running beautifully. John
Shawe did the coal firing modifications on this loco.

This year’s National Spring Steamup was a resounding suc-
cess. Richard Finlayson is to be congratulated on a first class
show. We’ll see those of you who attended this year, and hope-
fully many more, next year on May 28-30, 1999. Watch Steam in
the Garden for details!




Top: Gary White(California), with
a devilish glint in his eye, lights
up!

Center:John Coughran (California)
makes a run at Gary Broeder's
“After the Steamup” steamup.

Bottom: Is Jim Hadden (Utah)
pround of his new Poison Creek
Heisler? Looks like all that effort
was well worthwhile!

all photos this page
by John Coughran




Clockwise from right:

Mike McCormack (Massachu-
setts), Gary Broeder (California)
and Richard Finlayson (Califor-
nia) rest from their labors during
track setup.

Clark Lord (Nevada) with his As-
ter Alisan Shay & log train.

Lee Barrett (California) shows
some of his beautiful Barrett Rail-
ways rolling stock in the dealer
room.

Dan Pantages (Canada) nearly
disappears behind a cloud of
steam from his Aster Climax.

Pete Thorp (California) always
has lots of interesting goodies
at his Trackside Details stand in
the dealer room.
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Clockwise, from below:

Tom King (I) and Charley Lix put in a lot of
hard work to get the tracks set up and run-
ning.

Dan Pantages (Canada) showed the crowd
what the Golden Age of mainline steam was
all about with his Aster Daylight train.

On the other end of the loco size spectrum,
Jim Reyer and Morgan Jennings (Colorado)
doubleheaded their BLW Crickets.

Marc Horovitz (Colorado) and Michael
O'Rourke (California) prepare Marc's Archan-
gel Sgt. Murphy for a run on the gauge O track.

Grover Cleveland (California) steams his Max-
well Hemmens OGWEN on the gauge O track.
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New! Mn2 7/8" Scale (13.7:1) 7

Freight Trucks and Parts
Fine Scale models of 2-Foot railways for 1-3/4" gauge track

“Maine
Done
Right !”

White metal and wood swing motion truck kit: $ 92.50 pr. + $4 S&H
SASE for complete listing of freight car and loco parts

7/8n2 Railway Equipment Co. 54 Claybrook Rd.

Rocky Mount, VA 24151
Email: seven8n2@aol.com

Model Steamboaters Association Forming

This is to all model steamboaters in North America. Two model steamboaters on
the East Coast, Ernest Morris of the Valley Forge Model Ship Society in Pennsylvania
and Charlie Roth of the South Orange Seaport Society in New Jersey, have been kick-
ing around the idea of a loose knit model steamboaters association as an organization
for the exchange of ideas and information, with some scheduled steamboat meets through-
out the year in various parts of North America.

We have been in contact with an association in the U.K., which was the first of this
nature. No formality, as boaters are far flung, even in the U.K. The U.K. association has
periodic meets and share a variety of information on steamboats through a quarterly
newsletter.

If you feel you would like to be a part of this type of association, please drop one of
us a note or a phone call, giving us your name, address and phone number.

With this type of organization there would be no need for a formal organization,
with officers or insurance. A postcard, phone call or letter is all we ask for now to get
this started.

The South Orange Seaport Society has a Steamboat Only meet on June 7th at Mead-
owlands Park, Meade Lake, in South Orange, New Jersey. This is their 7th Annual
running of this event.

The Valley Forge Model Ship Society has scheduled their Steamboats Only meet
for July 5th at Gotwalls Pond in Kimberton, Pennsylvania, just outside of Phoenixville.
This will be the 3rd Annual running of this event. We are a small group, but we hope to
get bigger as our lake is dredged and deepened.

Both Societies have tables available, and lodging nearby. The lake at South Orange
has been refurbished and there are lovely high trees for shade and a nice meeting place.

We hope to hear from many of you!

Ernest Morris Charlie Roth

929 Spring City Rd. 212 Rt. 513
Phoenixville, PA 19460 Glen Gardner, NJ 07726
610-948-8107 908-638-8341

Famous
Locomotive

Prints
A series of outstanding locomotive
illustrations by Peter Barclay, all to scale
and superbly detailed. These accurate
line illustrations are printed on quality art
paper 13 34" x 975" (350mm x 250mm)
and are suitable for framing.

The series includes: Southern
Pacifics AC Cab Forward, Milwaukee
Road Class H5 4-4-0, Beyer Garratt G42,
Baldwin tank loco 7A, Climax B1694,
Climax Corrie Pa, Climax Soward and
North British Loco R class Express.

Great value at U.S. $25 each
including postage.
Excellent gifts for

vourself or friends.

Send your name and address with check
or money order and your selection to:
DATA ART

56 Kenny Street, North Balwyn
3104 Victoria, Australia.

Build All These Engines and More!

B

P&H. and Discover accepted.
S,
St Cloud, NN 56302

(320) 654-0815 « Fax (320) 240-86%
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Roundhouse Fowler Pearse Europa
0-6-0 outside framed chassis European narrow gauge 0-6-0
» Glitch Busters " Live steamBIyocomotives
By Airedale Models ( U.K. ) » Accucraft * Aster * 0.S. Engines
* Dip switches control supression * Pearse * Roundhouse
* 8 selectable servo speeds » 40 years experience in live steam

« Sentinel 1000 - Single channel $34.00 p.p. USA
* Sentinel 2000 - Two channel $65.00 p.p. USA * Excellent after sales service

Catalogs with price lists %E‘
$15.00 |

Aster.
0.s. $5.00 GARDEN RAILROAD CO.
e, ::g 27136 Edenbridge Ct. Bonita Springs FL. 34135

Phone (941) 495-0491 Fax (941) 495-7264
E-MAIL: riopecosatsteamteam-com@msn.com

1 Visit our Web sites http://www.steamup.com/riopecos & http://www.steamup.com/os 1

@@ﬁj@j@m R @ﬂﬂw @yg (Miustrated Catal $2.00 plus SSAE)

The premier magazine for the outdoor modeler since 1984

Garden railroading
can be everything
from finescale model-
ng to just plain fun in
the garden. Get it all
§ with Garden Railways.
E

Scratchbuilding
Kitbashing + Operation New Brass Stuff!
Track and roadbed

Locomotives, rolling stock, TRACKSIDE DETAILS

and structures « Realistic

/ G "

e — T 5 S N—— L2 Aale Parts
Ayeovssubscnphon 6 issues)' $21 (US) e Foreign (including Canada ,rﬁﬁ )CE v .7 p s 1331 Avalon Stl’eet

Sample copy: $4.95 (US) or $8.00 (foreign via air) e f;',';',’,,f;"‘\Tf,f,i:':i"_"pf_“__,, e atecemits i San Luis Obispo. CA 93405
Garden Railways Magazme \Q o )
Box 61461 Dept. SitG @ Denver CO 80206 USA @ 303-733-4779
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[LocO Review —
Pearse Locomotives’ Switcher

text and photos by Tag Gorton

Specifications
Description: Generic 0-4-0 American switcher locomotive with slope back tender
Scale: 1:20.3
Dimensions: Length: 23" Width: 4-3/4" Height: 6-1/4"
Gauge: Gauge 1 (45mm)
Minimum Radius: 600mm or 24"
Cylinders: 2 - 17mm bore x 15mm stroke, with piston valves
Boiler: 2-1/4" x 8-1/2" internally gas fired, “T” flue
Lubricator: displacement type with underfloor drain
Wheels: 36mm diameter, 8-spoked, insulated as standard
Finish: Any colour you like, so long as it is semi-matte black
Other: 27 MHz radio (40 MHz for UK) See text
Price: Base price, $2269.00 (includes servo and linkage installed)
Options: Complete Radio (27Mhz) - $50.00 @ Water Glass - $73.00
Goodall Type Water Fill Valve with Spritzer Bottle - $20.00
Built by: Pearse Locomotives in England
Available from: In the USA, Rio Pecos Garden Railroad Co., 27136 Edenbridge Court, Bonita Springs FL 34135

Phone (941) 495-0491 e Fax (941-495-7264 @ e-mail: riopecosatsteamteam-com(@msn.com

Now I am very much afraid that you will have to bear with me when it
comes to using the exact US terminology for the various parts of steam loco-
motives! While I am perfectly happy to conduct reviews of British locomo-
tives in American magazines, or, indeed, American locomotives in British
publications, it is rather more daunting to undertake a review in this esteemed
magazine and lay bare my somewhat sketchy knowledge of US railroad terms
and terminology!

I have to say however, that in common with a large number of British
modellers, I very much enjoy American steam. I am sure that there is a large
nostalgia element to this enjoyment - based no doubt on a diet of cowboy
films in my misspent youth! Be that as it may, I am very pleased to get my
hands on this, the third American locomotive produced by PEARsE Locomo-
TIVES.
Until fairly recently, the road testing of G-scale locomotives (rather than
my own 16mm scale on 32mm track) has involved a certain amount of travel-
ling. I am therefore pleased to report the commissioning of Phil Tomb’s G-
scale American ‘Crocodile Line’ in Saltash, less than a mile from the Longlands
& Western. The ‘Crocodile Line’ runs live steam locomotion in the form of a
PeARSE Colorado and already has a large collection of suitable rolling stock.

Despite its designation as a switcher, this is nevertheless a fairly hefty
item of motive power. The locomotive itself is over twelve inches long and the
slope back tender brings total length to something under two feet. The switcher,
while not an exact prototype model, would fit happily within the pages of the
Baldwin catalogue and certainly would look comfortably at home on any
American narrow gauge line. In fact I don’t think there was ever a narrow
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gauge switcher, complete with tender anyway, actually produced for the home
market although Baldwin certainly turned out similar locomotives for the stan-
dard gauge or for export. Perhaps this engine could be found in the more eso-
teric corners of Colorado!

Bar Framing

The locomotive itself is an 0-4-0 and has, in common with other PEArse
US models, a neat representation of a bar framed chassis. This type of con-
struction always looks impossibly flimsy to British eyes, but in fact bar framed
locomotives, using the boiler itself as a structural member, were actually pio-
neered by Edward Bury, an English engineer who exported some of the first
early locomotives to the USA at a time when light axle loading was of primary
importance. You don’t need me to tell you that this design copes very well
with backwoods track, and bar framed locomotives could be found working in
the United States right up until the end of steam!

Stephenson Link

The chassis on this model is more detailed than the earlier PEARSE ex-
amples in that it has a riveted red oxide firebox sitting between the frames
below the cab, and also neat representations of leaf springing. The ‘airiness’ of
lightweight bar framing is particularly difficult to achieve in G-scale live steam
modelling, where running gear has a proper job of work to do, and radio con-
trol tackle with its associated linkages has to be shoehorned into a locomotive
that has nowhere to hide anything. Compromises do have to be made, never-
theless I think PEArRsE LocomoTiVEs have done an outstanding job in this de-

partment.



. i’l s;i
S‘ J L V) x“ m\a""‘“‘ 01 ;“;'isﬁ.. 451

e '»‘
» >
.

R

I A O i, A S

o ] L

-

Filling in for a road" locomotive, the switcher makes a good showing with a passenger consist. In the 1:20 scale
world, however, this locomotive is powerful to the limits of adhesion and can cope with very heavy, if non-

prototypical, consists.

While we are below the running plate it is worth taking a look at the
working gear, and this switcher employs what is described as ‘simulated’
Stephenson Slotted Link valve gear. In fact it is a link gear operating from
fixed eccentrics between the frames, enabling single channel control of regu-
lation and reversing. Some people might query this type of running gear, per-
haps preferring separate reversing gear in the form of full function Stephenson
Link. I have to say that first of all it would look very little different, secondly
it would be less reliable and finally, would be considerably more expensive!

The steel tyred wheels are spoked, and have appropriate balance weights.
Square section slide-bars supported by brackets fitted to the frames and cross-
head detail complete a layout that looks absolutely ‘right” for this type of loco-
motive.

Working Disengaging Gear?

It is at this point, as we start to explore the detail fittings on this engine,
that I confess to being at a bit of a loss. I do know that the swinging arm on
both the front of the locomotive and the rear of the tender is the rather clever
equivalent of the British shunters pole, in that it is there to enable the shunter
(yard man?) to release the buckeye coupling without crawling in between the
vehicles, but I really haven’t a clue as to what it is called. I fitted a Bachmann
knuckle coupling to the tender to match the stock on the test line and it looks
a simple matter to make this disengaging gear function as per prototype just
by drilling out the dimple and adding a bit of chain! Anyway, steps, handrails
and couplers of your choice complete this part of the locomotive.

The smokebox is similar to that on Colorado or Nevada, as is the head-
light. I should like to digress at this point and mention that the head lamps on
both tender and locomotive are fitted ‘for but not with’ - i.e. it is a very simple
job to put working lamps in these fittings and the front plate on the tender has
a set of holes next to the ON/OFF switch to allow the fitting of a standard
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switch-plate for exactly this job. Again, some people might query why electric
lighting is not supplied, given that it is so easy to fit. The reason is that while
lighting is certainly very easy to add, it does take time, which adds man hours
and therefore costs to one’s locomotive. My own time as a purchaser, on the
other hand, is free, and considering most people are capable of adding a bat-
tery pack to a set of ‘grain-of-wheat’ bulbs, it seems silly to pay another $75
on the purchase price.

Encrusted with Rivets

The high set boiler has timber footboards with steel hand rails and there
are brass clack valves with their associated piping on either side of the boiler,
which is topped with bell, sandbox and dome. I do like the neat arrangement
PEeARSE uses for their safety valves. The working item is hidden inside the
dome and two neat near scale representations actually emit the steam. Tradi-
tional chain control linkages are provided from the cab to both whistle casting
and bell. The air pump casting is on the left hand side of the boiler with reser-
voir cylinder below the footboard on the right, while the brake actuating cyl-
inders themselves may be found beneath the cab on either side of the locomo-
tive.

The eight wheeled slope backed tender on this locomotive is nothing short
of a delight whose prototype could only have been built in America. Encrusted
with rivets, it has steps (one could almost say stairs) with an associated hand-
rail up one side of the sloping back. There is a nicely detailed tank filler and
headlight on the sloping portion of the bodywork, while a wooden toolbox,
complete with metal hinge castings, also doubles as the radio antenna. A coal
load drops out to provide access to the battery compartment.

The basic engineering fit is the same or very similar to other PEARSE offer-
ings. All locomotives use laser cut steel frames and axles run in phosphor
bronze bearings. Motion and rods are again laser cut steel but are nickel plated.



Now | am a bit annoyed

about this! The slide bar bracket has suffered a bit of a Knock and the bars are conse-
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quently not quite parallel. It is a few moments work to adjust, but | am ashamed to say | did not notice this until too
late. Note, however, the open bar framing. From this angle it is not possible to see the slotted link rods between the
frames. but one should be able to pick out the leaf springing, brake cylinders and ashpan. A simple detailing job

i here would be the glazing of the cab windows.

Cylinders are 15mm diameter and 17mm stroke, while pistons are ‘O’ ringed
and piston rods run in ‘O’ ringed rear glands. The steam chests are the heart of
any locomotive and Pearse motive power use centerless ground stainless steel
valves in matched chests. These items are excellent quality, supplied as matched
pairs, with the valves running in honed bores - and it is at this point worth
emphasizing the importance of correct lubrication. The honing in the bores
retains steam oil where it is needed most and, if your locomotive is oiled ac-
cording to the instructions, will mean that your valves are actually running in
oil, not brass!

Sight Glass with Blow Down

The boiler is an 8" x 2-1/4" centre flue type with slotted gas burner and
safety valve set at SOpsi. The steam riser/boiler fill turret is in the cab and
access to backhead fittings is via the cab roof, which is hinged at the side. A 0-
100 psi pressure gauge is fitted and there is a stop valve in the steam line to the
cab mounted lubricator. The provision of a sight glass with blowdown valve
on this locomotive is something I shall look at in more detail below. All cab
fittings employ “cool touch’ control wheels, and filler caps are knurled and ‘0’
ringed for tool-free use while blowdown valve and lubricator drain neatly be-
low the footplate.

The cab is, of necessity, fairly full on this locomotive. No deep British
outside frames or capacious side tanks to hide everything in! The gas tank is in
the port side of the cab and is shaped to the cab dimensions below the win-
dows to reduce visual impact. The single servo is in the same place on the
starboard side, which also houses the lubricator. Radio receiver and battery
box are housed in the tender, and connected to the locomotive via standard R/
C plugs/sockets.
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This locomotive may be run using the accepted ‘single fill’ system em-
ployed on most commercial offerings, and this is probably a good idea when
the locomotive is first put into revenue earning service on your pike. This
means running the locomotive on a full boiler, with both gas tank and lubrica-
tor charged. In common with other locomotives, the switcher is designed to
run out of gas before the boiler runs dry. I am not going to fall into the trap of
quoting running times when operating in ‘single fill’ mode, but a capacious
boiler will provide satisfactory running times in all usual conditions.

Pleasurable Learning Curve

Backing the locomotive onto a heavy consist reminds me that single chan-
nel locomotives tend to be smoother runners than those with two channel ra-
dio control, and hooking up to the cars using knuckle couplings, rather than
my own centre buffer with fiddly three link chains, is really rather pleasant. If
this engine were mine I would certainly get that disengaging gear fully func-
tioning!

There have been several reviews of PEArse locomotives and so I really
don’t need to go into full detail regarding locomotive servicing for running -
which is in any case comprehensively detailed in the well written instruction
pack. What you want to know is that the locomotive is a powerful and respon-
sive runner that the newcomer to garden steam can use with confidence, while
also providing a challenging driving experience for the more seasoned engi-
neer.

I remember once reading a critique of a very successful computer game.
Now I don’t actually use computer games, and I am sure that you are thinking
what on earth has this to do with live steam engines!! In fact the point made by
the reviewer was that the key to success for this particular piece of recre-
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I have added a boiler fill system to most of my locomotives -
none of which boast a sight glass. Experience allows me to have a
pretty good idea of just how much water is in my boiler, neverthe-
less, the provision of a decent working sight glass enables the steam
acolyte to progress comfortably through the grades to grizzled engi-
neer.

Out on the Line

With a full head of steam we back down onto our consist of
fifty-six axles and the knuckle couplings (hopefully) lock into place.
Opening the regulator, the locomotive moves slowly forward, the
exhaust ‘chuff’ reflecting the heavy load. May I suggest at this point,
that you lower your head to watch the prototypical movement of the
running gear? The open bar frames mean that you can see the links
moving between the frames as well as the coupling and connecting
rods working. This is a free steaming locomotive, and as the engine
settles to the collar, the regular beat of the exhaust and the rattle of
the stock over the rail joints is relaxing and evocative. Now is the
| time for finding out what the locomotive will do at varying boiler
pressures. It is always good fun to try to regulate the supply of steam
to the job in hand while attempting to run properly at scale speed.
Most garden scale locomotives are run far too fast and the effect of
controlling a real steam locomotive is lost. A small conceit of mine is
to see just how slowly I can move a heavy consist without stopping.

the water tower on Phil Tomb’'s Crocodile Line. Note
headlamp, designed for easy retro fitting of working lights.

he switcher sitting quietly in its spiritual home - a spur beside

Because of the slope-back tender, this is one of very few loco-
motives that look just as good running in reverse - and while we are
the discussing reversing, I should like to make the point that these fixed
geared locomotives have a measurably smoother power curve than
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attractive than the oblong box found on British locomotives.

hadto iclude a separate shot of this delightful tender - far more

locomotives with separate reversing gear If you are running with
low boiler pressure and your train grinds to a halt, a few seconds
blowup will see your locomotive move without any alteration of the
regulator.

Radio Days

Is there anything I did not like? Well, actually no, in this case
there isn’t. I know a reviewer is expected to find something, if only
to underline the fact that he is totally independent, but I have to say
that careful design has provided a locomotive with both excellent
runnability and a satisfying level of detail.

The only thing I could mention is that the locomotive is sup-
plied with a 27 MHz radio for export to the USA, rather than our
European 40 MHz FM set - for obvious reasons. If I were an Ameri-
can owner then I would think about replacing receiver and transmit-
ter with a set on the now standard 75 MHz frequency set aside by the
FCC for ground-based hobbies. Do contact the helpful folks at Rio
Pecos, as there are various options to be considered. For instance, a
27 MHz set will work very well indeed with one of the latest ‘anti
glitch’ devices - even in an area that suffers from interference. In-
deed, these things are a good idea anyway, and I use a Sentinel 2000
on my Pearse Countess, not because the loco glitches, but because I

like to switch the radio off whilst running. Ask at Rio Pecos about
this option - it is sooo relaxing to use!
Of course, I would like a working whistle - I always do - but I

ational software was that it could successfully be enjoyed at varying skill lev-
els and therefore had a rewarding learning curve. What is good for someone
else’s pastime is most certainly good for ours, and the same comment could be
very easily applied to this locomotive

You see, like any other garden scale steam motive power, the switcher can
be run initially on the ‘single fill’ system - and if one is new to live steam it is
very much recommended that one does so. Serviced as described in the in-
structions, one does not run the risk of running the boiler dry while expanding
one’s driving skills. There is always much to learn about a new locomotive
before feeling at ease in the cab, but as knowledge increases, the provision of
a working sight glass means that it is perfectly possible to leave the switcher
in steam all day, topping up the boiler with the Goodall boiler fill system and
filling the lubricator as required. A glance at the cab mounted sight glass will
provide an exact indication of the state of the boiler.
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really don’t see how one could be fitted without spoiling the care-
fully crafted appearance of the switcher - and in any case, the expertise of
‘Chime Whistle’ Bangham is difficult to replicate in a commercial environ-
ment. Those with suitable skills could well consider fitting a ‘digital’ chime
whistle in the tender, however.

Final Thoughts

This is the third Pearse ‘Yankee’ and they just keep on getting better. I
particularly like the availability of a sight glass, the prototypical ‘airy’ layout
beneath footplate and boiler, and that oh-so-beautiful tender. It is good to see
that PEARSE LocoMOTIVES are so committed to American steam power, and this
is not the last by any means. I would keep your ear to the ground and your eye
on SitG for news of a really big ‘road’ locomotive!

_—



Product Review -

Istra Metalcraft's PETS

(Portable or Permanent Elevated Track System)
digital photos and article by Ron Brown

The two questions we hear most often from our readers are:
1. Which steam engine should I buy?
2. How do I build a track for steam power?

These are both tough questions because there are so many
factors to consider. However, the second question has just become
a lot easier to answer with the introduction of Istra Metalcraft’s
PETS. In this article we will attempt to tell (and show) how we did
it. Our methods worked well for us, but are not necessarily the best
for every site or locale.

Those of us who have been to the National Small-scale Stea-
mup at Diamondhead, Mississippi during the past two years have
seen, and perhaps even run trains on, Istra’s excellent portable track.
The heart of this track is a framework built of aluminum tubing,

which is covered with a deck of plywood or your choice of mate-
rials, and track is laid on this deck. You can support the frames in
a number of different ways, and you can purchase frame sections
or a complete, ready-to-run track with your choice of curve radii
and sized to fit your available space and your budget.

We started out many years ago with a ground level track. Over
the years it was rebuilt several times, and it always required a lot
of maintenance to keep it level and usable. We decided that our
next track would be elevated. An elevated track is much easier on
backs, legs and knees.....and it sure is a lot nicer for operating
manually controlled steam locos. The photo below shows our new
elevated track nearly completed, lacking only some yard tracks
and turnouts.

Once this decision was made, we began searching for the ideal
method to build an elevated track. At first we considered a wood
structure, but they are prone to sagging, warping, rotting and all




those things that wood does when exposed to the elements. When
we saw Walt Swartz’s PETS track, with its aluminum tube frame,
it was love at first sight. But we wanted something more interest-
ing than a simple oval, so we drew up a simple kidney bean shaped
track (See Fig. 1 - Walt is now calling this the Brown Bean!) and
sent it off to Walt to see if he could build us a set of frames to
match our drawing. We had already decided to keep the cost as
low as possible by purchasing just the PETS frames and adding
our own supports, decking and track.

The frames arrived in the fall of 1997, just about the same
time as the first snow and ice. This gave us all winter to think
about how to build the supports and what to use for decking. Many
different materials were considered. Each had some good features,
but we ended up using plywood because we couldn’t find any
material that was perfect for this application.

The support system kept us thinking all winter. Did we want
to sink posts in the ground, which would require going down 4' to
get below frost level? Not really! A trip to David Morgan-Kirby’s
steamup in Ottawa last year gave us the idea of using concrete
deck blocks placed right on the surface. If it worked in Ottawa, it
should work in Newark Valley! I wanted to eliminate as much wood
from the structure as possible.

Walt used 1-1/2" PVC pipe for supports on his home track. I
liked the idea of PVC, but the 1-1/2" size was a bit too shaky to
suit me. I bought the largest PVC pipe that would fit into the re-




cess in the top of the deck block.....3".

Now I had to deal with the question of how to attach the PVC
pipe to the frames. A trip to the DIY store solved this problem
when I found that a toilet flange would plug right into the 3" PVC.
I cut plywood plates and screwed them to the bottom of the PETS
frames, then screwed the toilet flanges to the plywood plates. (See
Fig. 2) Simple, sturdy and inexpensive......my kind of construc-
tion!

Our son Ken is in the construction business, and he has a laser
level. This seemed like the best way to ensure that the track would
be as level as possible, and it made the job of leveling quick and
easy. With the laser set up in the approximate center of the track
and leveled with a built-in bubble level, the laser was then used to
mark the PVC pipes, and we cut them to length quickly and cleanly
with a chopsaw. The whole task of assembling the frames and lev-
eling the structure took just 3 hours. (Fig. 3)

We had decided ahead of time on a height of 32" for the stea-
mup/yard area. Because the site for the track has a slope to it, this
put one corner of the track close enough to ground level that we
can just step over it to get to the inside (see Fig. 10), eliminating
the need for a walkover or the dreaded crawl-under.

I’ve often been accused of overkill in everything I build, and
my original plan was to use at least two, and possibly three, sup-
ports on every 8' track section. Ken didn’t think this was neces-
sary, and pointed out that it would be much simpler to level the
structure - and keep it that way - if we used just one support per
section. Ken is no lightweight at 225 pounds, so when he sat down
midspan on an undecked section with 8' between supports and
started bouncing up and down I nearly fainted! I just knew it would
fold up under him. But the section barely flexed, and I was con-
vinced. One support per section was plenty.

At my insistence, we did use support legs on all 4 corners of
the 3' wide yard and steamup sections. This gave us a stable, free-
standing anchor point from which to begin attaching the 1' wide
sections that form the rest of the track. The assembled structure,
even before applying the decking, was reassuringly solid and stable.

Once we had the structure all together, I noticed that a lot of
real estate was going to be lost where the wide sections and nar-
row sections joined (Fig. 3). A bit of digging through the scrap bin
produced some aluminum angle that would work perfectly for what
I had in mind. By extending the decking at an angle from the outer

tip of the wide section to some point along the outer edge of the
adjoining narrow section, I would be able to locate the switches
for the passing and yard tracks so as to gain some extra track foot-
age on these sections. The result of this brainstorm and a few min-
utes additional work can be seen in Figs. 5 and 6.

What to use as decking material took a great deal of research.
I didn’t want to use plywood, and we looked at plastic, aluminum
and even cement board as possible weatherproof solutions. Noth-
ing quite filled the bill, and so we reluctantly used 1/2" ACX ply-
wood. Marie painted all the wood parts with SuperDeck™ (Fig.
4), which came highly recommended by the clerk at our local paint
store. It’s supposed to protect the wood surface from the elements
for 3-5 years, but the memory of the pressure treated timbers used
on our first outdoor railroad are still quite vivid. These timbers
were guaranteed to survive the elements for 40 years, but in 1 year
they were warped and twisted, and in 4 years they were severely
rotted. I wish we could have found a suitable substitute for the
plywood decking, and I’m still looking. Stay tuned!

Once the plywood decking had been cut to rough size and
attached to the PETS frames (all fasteners used in the construction
of our elevated track are stainless steel - they cost a bit more, but
they won’t rust or corrode), Ken used his router with an edge bit
(Fig. 7) to trim the deck flush with the sides of the frames.

Since we opted to use flextrack, tracklaying (Fig. 8) was a
relatively simple proposition. There are several very good track
systems on the market, and the choice of which one to use is a
matter of personal preference. Narrow gauge logging is our theme,
and so we chose Llagas Creek’s Narrow Gauge Look tie strips and
nickel silver code 215 rail for that light, fragile, backwoodsy look.
Matching Llagas Creek turnouts were also used, and the whole
track system has proven to be troublefree.

It was a happy day when we carried locomotives and rolling
stock out to our completed track for a few delightful hours of steam-
ing. (Figs. 9 & 10) We are so well pleased with our new elevated
track and the PETS concept that we are going to install a smaller
version at our winter home in Florida (Snowbird Haven!), and this
smaller PETS track will also be used as a portable display track at
train shows, where we will use it to demonstrate the joys of Real
Steam Power to the unwashed masses.




Walt Swartz of Istra Metalcraft has come up with a real win-
ner with his PETS, and it should be well received by many live
steamers who are looking for a track that can be set up in the ga-
rage, basement or outdoors - and can also be quickly taken down
and stored or transported when necessary. Highly recommended!

Source:
@ Istra Metalcraft, 6089 Lee Ann Lane, Naples FL 34109
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@ phone: 941-597-6445
@ fax: 941-597-6230
@ e-mail: waltswartz-istrametalcraft@worldnet.att.net

Price: Check with the manufacturer, as price will vary
depending on size and configuration.
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The proof of the pudding, as they say, is in the eating. we invited some friends and fellow steamers over

to help us break in the new track and check for flaws and possible trouble spots. Fifteen steam locos and
a handful of battery powered locos showed up, and we had a fantastic day.....one of those that you wish
would never end.
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available as fully machined kits or factory built
and RTR in 4-3/4", 7-1/2" and 7-1/4" gauges

American-style Plantation Locomotive

MAXITRAK

Li’l Jo

Send $5.00 for catalog & price list to:
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Catatonk Loco Works
PO Box 335
Newark Valley, NY 13811




Marx Commodore Vanderbilt

article, drawing and photo by Charlie Mynhier

A trip down memory lane...

It was a bright, sunny, Saturday morning in the summer of
1959. I decided to go down the road and see if I could find some-
thing exciting to do, or at least find some friends to run around
with. As I was passing over a small bridge, I looked down to the
creek bed, and saw where someone had thrown away some trash.
Among the trash, I saw some three rail train track, so I went down
to investigate futher. While sorting through the trash, I found some
4 wheel tinplate cars, the economy kind with all the detail painted
on. These cars were rusty and beat up, so they did not interest me
very much. Continuing my search, I found the locomotive, and

engine. The more I studied the problem the more difficult it be-
came to make something that I would be proud to own. So I de-
cided to start from scratch. While designing, I gave myself only
one restriction, and that was that my new engine would have the
same shape and size as the old Marx. There were many technical
diffuculties that had to be overcome while building this engine.
There was not enough room for the side rods, cross head, and cyl-
inder to fit between the wheels and outter skirt. I solved this prob-
lem by putting the piston rod eccentric with the piston. This is the
first time that I intentionally made a piston with the rod out of

"

Marx Commodore Vanderbilt replica designed and built by the Author.

also the transformer. The locomotive was a “Marx Commodore
Vanderbilt”. I took these items straight home and plugged the trans-
former into the electrical outlet, ran 2 wires from the transformer
to the shoe plate and frame of the locomotive to see if it would run.
I was very happy to find that it did.

I had a friend who had an electric train, so I would go down to
his house, take my locomotive, and we would play on his train set.
By the way, this was my first electric train.

Last year I got this old locomotive out, and sure enough, it
still runs. I got to thinking that it would be easy to remove the
electric motor, and replace it with a small boiler and oscillating
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center. The other times that my pistons had rods out of center...well,
enough said.

Another problem was that there is no appreciable steam dome
to gather dry steam, so I used the collector tube scheme that the
Stirling single used. I drilled thirty .015 dia. holes along the top of
a 3/6" dia. brass tube, plugged one end, ran a 1/8" dia. steam line
out the other end, and it worked beautifully.

The next problem was...where do I put the oiler? On this en-
gine the frame is milled from one solid bar of aluminum bronze
7/8" wide x 3/4" high x 7-1/4" long. I bored a 1/2" dia. hole into
the frame between the cylinders and fitted a threaded bottom to
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this hole so the frame becomes the reservoir for the oil.

Because of space limitations I was not able to couple the front
and rear wheels with a main side rod (as per standard practice) and
still have space for the (essential) crank rod, so only the rear wheels
are powered by the crank rod.

So far, so good...until I tried to run the engine. Notice that the
front driver is very near the center of the engine, so most of the
weight is on this wheel with very little weight on the driving wheel.
While running, the rear wheel would spin like an egg beater, but
the engine would only pull about 2 cars if the track was level.
Since most of my engines do a respectable job of pulling cars, this
would not be acceptable. I considered several ways to get power to
the front wheel, but none were easy to do in an already finished
engine. I finally decided to add pilot wheels as far to the front as
possible, remove the flange on the front drive wheel, and turn it to
a smaller diameter. The weight is now distributed between the pi-
lot wheel and the rear driver with most of the weight on the drive
wheel where it would do some good. This was not so difficult to
do, and it worked. The engine will now pull all 12 of my cars, and
it will run in excess of 105 scale miles per hour while doing it.

Let me explain how we can know how fast our engines will
run. We will need a stop watch, a measuring tape, a loop of track,
and have such information as what scale our engine is made to, as
well as being able to do multiplication and division. This must be
the reason mommy and daddy made me go to school when I was a
little boy. The first thing we will need to know is how far it is
around our test track in inches. Be fair, and measure it on an imagi-
nary line halfway between the rails. The next thing we will do is
get our engine warmed up and running, then count how many laps,
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or parts of a lap it will make in one minute. Multiply this number
times the distance around our track, and this is how far it travels in
one minute. Multiply this number times 60 to determine how many
inches it travels in one hour, then divide this number by 12, giving
us the number of feet per hour. Finally, divide this number by 5280,
and we have the actual miles per hour it will run.

Now all we have to do is multiply the actual miles per hour
times the scale of the engine, and we have the scale miles per hour.
Let’s say we have a standard gauge mainline engine built to a scale
of 3/8" = 1'. Divide 12 by .375 and get 32, multiply the actual
miles per hour times 32 and get scale miles per hour. Thanks, Mom
and Dad.

Almost everyone recognizes this engine to be a “Marx”, and
when they first see it they think I took a Marx shell and put a steam
engine in it. After looking closer it is easy to see this is not now,
and never was, a Marx. What you see is not a shell; the boiler you
see is the boiler, the cab and side boards are made integral with
each other, and the boiler fits into them. The front is milled out of
a solid block of aluminum, and the wheels were made the way I
always make wheels. (Remember those construction articles?)

In all, this simple little engine turned out to be a very tough
project. I am glad I did it, it was fun...but I don’t want to do it
again.



Steamup Report -

The Mountain View and western

by Jerry Reshew
all photos by the author

10 Years and Still Steaming Strong

The last weekend in May brought together twenty-four
small scale steam enthusiasts to celebrate the tenth spring
gathering at Martin and Deborah Maloy’s railway in Wayne,
New Jersey. The Mountain View and Western Railway was
indeed a wonderful place to spend a warm weekend, and the
invited guests came from as far
as the United Kingdom (Neil
Rose from Wiltshire) and the cool §
climes of the Mississippi gulf
coast (your correspondent).
Among the usual suspects were
people from Virginia, Ohio,
Maine, New York, Pennsylva- g
nia and Maryland, plus the locals, i
all getting together to run steam
trains from early morning ‘til
sundown.

The MV&W is a gauge one,
double-tracked mainline built
partly on a stone viaduct at con-
venient running level. The as- |
sembly yard is at one end, and
rules of the road required
counter-clockwise operation,
with no trains to be placed in the
yard until it was about time to get
set up for a scheduled run. The
frenetic activity at the yard was
noticeable on Friday, but some-
what abated on Saturday as
people became accustomed to the |8
system. Predominantly a stan- |§%
dard gauge railway running high
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a cool beverage available to slake any thirst developed while
chasing trains.

As with most steamups, much of the enjoyment is found
not just in running trains, but in talking about running trains
as well, and the Maloy’s made this most enjoyable by feed-
ing the gathering at trackside
through the weekend and then
having us all share in a dinner
party at a local restaurant. A
highlight was the cutting of the
10th Anniversary cake by our
hostess and the sharing of same
by the famished train guys.

Martin has diverse hobbies,
and one of them involves getting
together with fellow Jaguar own-
ers in the Jaguar Touring Club.
This became a blend of the best
of both worlds for all of us when
the club members showed up at
noon on Saturday to watch us
run steam trains, while we had a
chance to look over some won-
derful automotive iron. The in-
terest shown by these auto buffs
was surprising, and we were
kept on our toes trying to answer
some rather complex questions
4 put to us by this nice group of
. % people - quite a far cry from the
| usual “How much does it cost?”
| wvariety, I can assure you.

The 10th time must be a

speed passenger and goods stock,

there were a few narrow gauge | sary cake.

Deborah Maloy presenting the MV&W anniver-

charm since there were no ma-
jor derailments and all went well

trains in operation throughout the
weekend. It always comes as a shock to our British fellow
hobbyists to see this strange mixture sharing the road, but
we seem to enjoy the hobby all the more for its diversity of
scales.

The gardens at the Maloy’s home are shaded so that the
warm days didn’t feel uncomfortable, and there was always
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with most of the trains. From the
massive Daylight train run by Jim Curry, to the elegant Coro-
nation train manned by Barry Harper; from the little Cricket
to the cute Stirling, they were all great. A wonderful event.
The photos only tell part of the story - you had to be there!




Right: The setting for the
MV&W is lovely, offering
many fine photo opportuni-
ties, as we can see in this
photo of Bob Moser's Royal
Scot at speed.
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Left: Barry Harper and his “Coronation” train.

Below left: Rudy Kouhoupt looks on while
Marty Maloy prepares a loco for a run.

Below right: Jim Curry raises steam on his
Aster Daylight while Neil Rose works on his
Collett, a new model in Neil's Finescale Lo-
comotive Co. line..




Product Review -

I. P Engineering Mamod Mods

by Rob Kuhlman

(based on a review published in the Author's 32mm Newsletter)

As I am sure was the case with many
of us, my first live steam locomotive was a
Mamod — in my case, the kit. I was lucky;
my drivers didn’t twist out of quarter, their
crankpins never flopped off (though they
did loosen), my boiler had only tiny weep-
ing leaks around its many seams, and my
cylinders had adequate compression. Early
on, I installed an alcohol burner, a Shirley
safety valve, and a van Dort drip lubricator
in the steam dome. With these modifica-
tions, my Mamod was a satisfactory loco-
motive. But it never was great, and so it
languished, and I suppose I hadn’t run it in
three years.

In the past year or so, I'd been think-
ing of resurrecting my Mamod with addi-
tional quality replacement parts. Unfortu-
nately, this plan hasn’t been easy. Jim Wil-
son, of MSR, had wonderful replacement
drivers and cylinders, but since his death
they’ve been unavailable. Mike Chaney’s
line of Mamod parts was sold to Robert
Cloke, and apparently the line has lan-
guished since. So, when Sulphur Springs
Steam Models announced that they were
now carrying the I.P. Engineering (of
JANE-fame) line of Mamod accessories, I
decided to indulge.

Cylinder Set — 32mm Gauge — $56.00

The LP. cylinders are gorgeous mas-
sive cylinders which display fine machin-
ing. Whereas the original Mamod cylinder
got steam to the rear portion of the port
block with channels in the gasket, the LP.
cylinders instead have these channels
carved in the back face of the port block,
which then mates with its own smooth re-
placement gasket. The port block has a re-
cess where the cylinder pivots on its trun-
nion screw — I gather this recess reduces
friction during oscillation. The mating sur-
faces of the cylinder and its port block ap-
pear to be polished already. The piston

rod/crank arm passes through a gland where
it leaves the cylinder. I was surprised to find
that there is no O-ring or packing behind
the gland nut. The fitting on the rear end
cap of the cylinder is robust and should
support the piston arm well. There’s no
steam leak from the orifice; if wear sets in
and steam begins to appear, a gasket can
be readily installed behind the gland nut.
The trunnion screw and spring don’t have
as much free play, or slack, as the original
Mamod’s. I couldn’t just flop the crankarm
over the crankpin on the lead driver; I had
to unscrew the crankpin, slip its pin into
the big end of the crankarm, and screw it
back into the driver. This was easily accom-

* plished with my MSR drivers, but with the

original Mamod drivers, with their pressed-
in crankpins, I think you’d have to unscrew
the trunnion screws to get more slack —
not easily done in the confined space be-
tween the frames. One of my trunnion
screws kept backing out during operation;
Loctite soon fixed that. The trunnion
springs are quite stiff; I’m inclined to ex-
periment with their length and tension to
try to soften them a bit. A similar cylinder
set is available for the 45Smm gauge Ma-
mod; be sure to specify which you need —
the sets aren’t interchangeable.

Silver Soldered
Replacement Boiler — $75.00

The LP. boiler is a sturdy copper boiler
with a fine resonant ring when tapped; sol-
dered joints are neat and secure. It comes
unpainted. All the various bushings and fit-
tings appear to be dead-on the Mamod’s
dimensions; I had no trouble remounting
the dome and Goodall-type refill valve. The
backhead was a bit problematic. I had
melted my original plastic sightglass with
an alcohol fire, and a spare in my parts box
didn’t seal with the LP. boiler properly. Had
Mamod changed the design of its sightglass
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casting over the years? I substituted a cut
down piece of microscope slide glass and
liberal applications of Permatex
Ultracopper high temp RTV gasket and the
backhead sealed up quite nicely. The origi-
nal Mamod boiler has a hole on each side
at the forward end to receive the screws (or
rivets in some Mamods) which attach the
smokebox and sheet metal sidetanks to the
boiler. These holes are missing on the LP.
boiler. I suppose they could be drilled in
(there’s a concave recess at the front of the
boiler to accommodate these holes) but I
didn’t bother because the tangs on the
sidetanks fit into slots in the smokebox, and
the smokebox is a tight-enough press fit
onto the boiler that friction has been able
to hold things together.

Regulator — $46.00

The LP. regulator is a clever design.
Whereas Mike Chaney’s cab-mounted
regulator takes steam from the original
steam dome, down through the internal
vertical tube in the boiler, back to the cab
to the regulator, and then forward to the
reversing block, the I.P. design mounts right
on the top of the boiler at the rear-most
bushing (where the whistle mounted) and
extends into the cab. The cab front needs
to have a semicircular notch cut into it to
accommodate the assembly — it ends up
looking much like the Roundhouse design
when it’s all done. The regulator is com-
posed of several parts. First, a plug is placed
in the vertical internal tube in the middle
boiler bushing to close it off. This plug has
an O-ring to seal it and is held in place by
the pressure of the spring inside the Ma-
mod steam dome. Next, a sideways-ori-
ented T-fitting is mounted in the rear boiler
bushing. This replaces the whistle. It has
female threads on the top so the whistle can
be reinstalled; I mounted my new LP. safety
valve here. The shank of the T extends into



the cab and the throttle valve body is fi-
nally screwed on. On the throttle body is a
threaded fitting to which a new replacement
steamline (provided) is attached. This
steamline then extends down and forward
through the firebox to the reversing block.
I modified things a bit by splicing into the
steamline one of my home-brew displace-
ment lubricators, which I mounted in the
cab doorway, and by hard soldering the
steamline into the reversing block. That’s
one fewer seam to leak (I used to blow out
the flame on the burner wicks with leaks
from the O-ring fittings of the steamline
and reversing block). L.P. provides two
pages of instructions which thoroughly
cover the installation of the regulator.

Replacement Safety Valve — $12.50

I had long ago replaced the original
low pressure dribbling Mamod safety valve
with a Shirley valve. Unfortunately, after
having installed the previous three L.P.
items, the Shirley valve gave up the ghost.
I tried to swap in a spare Salem valve and
then a spare Mike Chaney valve without
success; these safety valves’ “guts” extend
into the boiler, and there isn’t enough in-
ternal clearance on the regulator fitting
where I desired to mount the safety valve.
The “guts” of the L.P. valve mount above
the boiler (like the Shirley, Roundhouse,

and Archangel safety valves) so internal
clearance isn’t a problem. The L.P. valve has
a massive brass housing with a robust hex-
agonal base to wrench it steam-tight on the
boiler; a fiber gasket is provided. The in-
structions state it’s designed to blow off
between 18 and 25 psi. Though not nearly
as zealous as an Archangel valve, the LP.
valve does “let loose” when it blows — no
half-hearted dribbling here.

Well, how does it all work? The L.P.
boiler steams quite efficiently and effec-
tively; I’'m quite pleased with it. If you’re
accustomed to using the Mamod reversing
block as a throttle, you’ll find the L.P. regu-
lator to be a marvel. It has about 180 de-
grees of swing between just ticking over
and full on. You’ll enjoy having a throttle
which actually gives you a range of speeds
rather than the Mamod digital control —
fully off or fully on! Given how much de-
sign and machining went into its fabrica-
tion, the price for the regulator seems to be
fair. My LP. cylinders were initially a bit
tight — just like a new JANE, I understand
— and have gotten better as they’ve worn
in. As they are now, they’re a distinct im-
provement over the originals. If they con-
tinue to improve, they’re probably the best
value of these items. Considering that the
MSR replacement cylinders, which had
such a splendid reputation (and were fabri-
cated by Jensen, I understand) cost $75 in

1991, the LP. cylinders at $56 seem to be
an incredible value. The LP. safety valve
does its job competently and inconspicu-
ously — it seems you only notice safety
valves when they fail.

Does it make sense to invest nearly
$200 for these parts to upgrade a stock
Mamod when a new L.P. JANE costs only
$400? Probably not, I suppose. But I had
the Mamod sitting on the shelf, and it al-
ready had MSR drivers, a Goodall-type
injection valve, a Shirley safety valve, an
alcohol burner, and a homemade lubrica-
tor. For an additional $190 I replaced the
remaining marginal Mamod components to
upgrade the entire locomotive to JANE
caliber. I think this represents a satisfac-
tory investment, and I’'m thrilled with the
way my Mamod now runs. No more gath-
ering dust on the shelf — and isn’t that the
idea, after all? If you don’t have a Mamod
or have no interest in resurrecting one don’t
dismiss these parts out of hand. I can envi-
sion many applications of them as more of
us get involved in our own locomotive de-
sign and construction. Contact Sulphur
Springs Steam Models or Brandbright/
Potomac Steam Industries for prices and
availability of the complete I.P. Engineer-
ing range.

R g e s S

HARTFORD PRODUCTS

Our complete line of Kits is also available custom built, ready to run.

Hobart Estates Caboose
1:20.3 scale, #1 gauge

8-wheel kit $159.95 - $8 shipping

Custom built $325 - $10 shipping

4-wheel kit $149.95 - $6 shipping

Custom built $315 - $8 shipping
Kit includes: mortised frame, laser cut

sheetwood, steel wheels, Carter Bros. trucks

(8-wheel version) & metal detail parts

This and 12 other Kkits, parts and trucks are available for immediate delivery.
Send $2.00 for our illustrated catalog of kits, parts and custom built ready-to-run cars to:
HARTFORD PRODUCTS @ 18 Ranch Road @ Cedar Crest, NM 87008 @ (505) 286-2200
Home page w/order form: www.abqmall.com/HartfordPr.htm @ e-mail: HartfordPr@aol.com @ FAX: (505) 586-2141
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Living Steam Railways
for SM32/SM45 & ‘G’ scale

For those of you who have been asking for a companion to our extremely
popular Lady Anne kit, we now offer 0-4-0 ‘Billy in the same format.

Check out the full range of American, English and
European outline locomotives and home builder parts
in the latest ROUNDHOUSE colour catalogue

Available from the following dealers
Bayou Ltd. Phone/Fax: 504-857-9464 West Lawn Locomotive Works. Phone: 608-231-2521
Double Header Productions. Phone/Fax: 214-247-1208 Smoky Hollow Products. Phone: 207-799-0570
Sulphur Springs Steam Models Ltd. Phone/Fax: 314-527-8326 Rio Pecos Garden RR Co. Tel: 813-495-049]1 Fax 813-495-7264
CANADA
Miniature Power Products Tel: 519 539-9981 Fax: 519 539-8303 Meg Steam Inc. Tel 604 479-8575

Roundhouse Engineering Co. Unit 6, Churchill Business Park, Churchill Road, Wheatley, Doncaster. ENGLAND. DN1 2TF
Tel: 011 44 1302 328035 - Fax: 011 44 1302 761312 - e-mail sales@roundhouse-eng.com

w P www.roundhouse-eng.com
1nad

CUSTOM BUILT

PASSENGER
&
FREIGHT CARS

FOR SR&RL #24

SASE FOR COLOR PHOTOS
AND PRICES

’ALL SCALES.*R e | ‘ »-
WESTLAKE PUBLISHING COMPANY C' M' MODELS

A ONE YEAR SUBSCRIPTION (6 ISSUES) IS
$24.00 U.s.b$34.0(.) FOREIGN AND = 1571 f‘i‘z‘ﬂﬁ? (S::\ngt;rxl 10 CROMMESSETT ROAD
(805)3790904 WAREHAM, MA 02571
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LLAGAS CREEK

Your source for 1:32, 1:22.5 and 1:20 scale, gauge 1 track supplies

.

Our American Prototype 1:20 Scale Narrow Gauge Flex Track for Gauge 1

Available in 6 ft. lengths, pre-assembled or kit form with your choice of Nickel-Silver or Aluminum
rail in code 215 or 250! Also available from stock: Super-strong plastic tie turnouts, Aluminum or
Nickel-Silver #4, 6, 8, 10, 4Y, 6Y, 3-way and curved, kit or ready built with ground throws, switch
stands or our brand new motor mount for amazing Del-Aire "air motors". Also available: sema-
phore Kits, railbenders, track gauges, spikes, tie plates, points, frogs and guard rail castings.

f Please send a LSASE for our latest catalog, or compare our quality with a sample of Nar- \
row Gauge track and a catalog for only $2.00. Specify 1:32, 1:22.5 or 1:20 Track Sample.

2% DoodleBug Hobbies Ltd. &2

106 3rd Street, P.O. Box 1235, San Juan Bautista, CA 95045
Phone: 408-623-1088 @ Fax: 408-623-9162 @ e-mail: doodlbug@pnet.net
Hours 10-6 Thursday — Monday

k VISIT OUR WEB SITE AT: www.pnet.net/doodlbug ))
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@ ASTER LOCOMOTIVES

@ HARTFORD CAR KITS

@ DELTON CARS

® ACCUCRAFT

i ® KADEE COUPLERS & GAUGES

ASTER C&S Mozul - Available Now at reduced prices @ DEAN LOWE STEEL WHEELS

CROSS CREEK ENGINEERING ~ ® PFLAREFRODEETS

P.O. BOX 191 @ WADA WORKS LOCOMOTIVES
SPENCER, OB 44275 ® FRANK S. STEAM LOCOMOTIVE
PHONE 1-800-664-3226 @ 70%/30% Butane/Propane,
FAX 1-330-667-2047 80z cans, $3.80 each in case
e-mail: crosscreektrains@juno.com of 12, plus shipping

British Prototype Kits by

'Iibnm’flgg

HARD TO FIND

small fasteners for the live steam
hobbyist at reasonable prices.

Examples: Socket head cap screws,
440 X 3/4 alloy - $4.75/100, stain-
less $6.95/100. Hex head machine
screws, 2-56 x 3/8 stainless $7.25/
100, 2-56 x 1/2 brass $5.75/100.

Sizes 0-80 thru 10-32 in brass, alloy,
aluminum & stainless. Call, fax or

Top Row: GWR Auto Coach, GWR Main Line 1st/3rd Coach

write for FREE CATALOG. Middle: GWR "Toad" Guards Van, Cattle, Tank and Mineral Wagons
Bottom: Low Loader, American Style Passenger Truck, Arch-Bar Truck
M ICRO FASTENERS 8 other passenger coaches and 13 other wagons are available.
For Narrow Gauge, 16mm Scale: kits for 8 Coaches & 7 Wagons are available.
110 Hillcrest Road  Phone (800) 892-6917 KITS, PARTS, TRACK: 10mm (3/8") Scale Gauge 1; 16mm Scale (NG)
. Gau or 0. PRICE LIST, with ill ed leaflet, $2.00 aid. NEW
Flemington, N) FAX (908) 788-2607 S pogs TENMILLE comlogs, S600popaid. ' | |
08822 e-mail: microf@blast.net e .
visit our web site: http://microfasteners.com HARPER MODEL RAILWAYS

PO Box 24728, Lyndhurst OH 44124 TEL. (216) 464-8126




Got the live steam “itch”?

| have the cure!
Live steam engines by
time proven Roundhouse, in stock

Repair service, parts and kits in stock
Send $3.00 for catalog
Bayou Ltd. Garden Railways

P.O. Box 4394
107 Easy Street
Houma, LA 70360 —
PHIFAX (504) 857-0464 |y

e-mail: bayoultd@earthlink.net

SANDFORD MODELS for GAUGE ONE (1:32)

Signal Box @ Engine House @ Stone Church
Two-story station @ Halt

Railroad buildings based on Great Western prototypes.
Easy to assemble resin kits ® Weatherproof

Write or e-mail for details and availability

DOUBLEHEADER PRODUCTIONS
3725 PAGEANT PLACE
DALLAS, TEXAS 75244
(972) 247-1208 or dblhdr@iadfw.net

ASTER KITS - RTR

ONLY A FEW OF THESE MODELS LEFT

MANY OTHEH MODELS CURRENTLY AVAILABLE
u. S IMPORTER & DISTRIBUTOR

CALL ATV cu s, $15

FOR '“" S 2 DEALERFOR  NEW]
INFORMATION g S
DIAMONDHEAD

F DEALER LIST sreamr 929

ON INSIDE s
[ FronTcover W $375
89060 NEW RUMLEY ROAD JEWETT, OHIO 43986

740-946-6611 http://www.steamup.com/aster

{ WORLD’S FINEST ]
4 GAUGE 1 LIVE STEAM

SierRrA VALLEY
ENTERPRISES

SUPPLIERS OF ACCURATE, CUSTOM BUILT,

READY-TO-RUN 1:20.3 SCALE ROLLING STOCK
AND METAL WHEEL SETS FOR GAUGE 1 & GAUGE 0

SEND $2.00 FOR
PRODUCT SPECIFICATION SHEETS
WITH PRICING TO:

S1ERRA VALLEY ENTERPRISES
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For the finest quality in live steam\
we are proud to offer locomotives
from ASTER and O.S.

Live Steam Locomotive Information: S.T.E.A.M.
ASTER Latest Catalog & Price List $15 gtg%rgmzr;s Engines, And Models
O.S. Latest Catalog & Price List $5 Windsor, CA 95492, USA

Tel / Fax 707-838-8135

0.S. 30 minute Video (NTSC ONLY) $20 E-mail: steamdme@metro.net

S Visit our web site at: www.steamd4me.com /

- PASSENGER CARS
- ROLLING STOCK e
e - ACCESSORIES

- PARTS 3

Pholo of C16 Pilot Modol

Photo of Cartér Bro. Co

2455-L OLb MiDDLEFIELD WAY - MOoUNTAIN VIEwW - CA 94043 - USA
Mastertard TeL: (650) 966-1974 - Fax: (650) 967-1504 - www.accucraft.com
SeEND SASE FOR INFORMATION
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A WORKING PLOW
WITH CONSTRUCTION TIPS

B -

AC
S STEP BY STEP OPERATION OF A’
PEARSE COLORADO AND THEN
—ITAKE A LIVE STEAM VIDEO RIDE

WATCH FOR OVER 45 MINUTES AS WE PLOW
THROUGH OVER 4 INCHES OF SNOW WITH A
SNOW PLOW DESIGN THAT REALLY WORKS!
ALSO TAKE A VIDEO RIDE BEHIND THE FIREMAN
AND ENGINEER ON A GARDEN RAILROAD LIVE
STEAMER!

$20.00 includes S&H

ORDER FROM : LANTZ WOODCRAFTS
1125 COLLEGE AVENUE, ELMIRA NY, 14901

607-737-9687
NEW YORK RESIDENTS ADD SALES TAX

CODE 332
For info, send LSASE to: B Ms s M L

the PARKER Co. P.O. Box 1546 * Camarillo, CA 93011 * FAX: (805) 987-6432

MAHOGANY TIES
DOUBLE SPIKED STRAIGHT AND
CURVED 8' & 10' RADIUS

We accept M/C & VISA
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LIVE STEAM FROM $399

Yes, the Brandbright choice of live steam locomotivesstarts at
$399 (plus shipping and subject to exchange rate) for our remarkable
JANE, alcohol fired, powerful and yet very controllable. JANE even
has a gauge glass and a water top up facility as standard!

For an American outline, Brandbright supplies the Sandy River
#24 - in either gas or coal fired forms, the Liberty Belle, the
Colorado, and a choice of Porter saddle tanks. Now joining this
established range is BERTHA!

BERTHA is a Porter 0-6-2 engine, the original being built in 1897 for
the Westfield Plantation in Louisiana. The Brandbright model is gas
fired, well engineered and crisply detailed. She is a pretty little
locomotive and pulls like a champion!

Remember - Brandbright sells quality British engines
with the Brandbright quality back up. Brandbright -
the obvious place to get a working steam locomotive!
Check with us for availability or send $5 for the 80 page Brandbright Catalogue.

Brandbright Limited Potomac Steam Industries
The Old School, Cromer Road, 5595 Saint Charles Drive
Bodham, Holt, Norfolk NR25 6QG Dale City, VA 22193-3503
Phone: 011 44 1263 588755 Phone: (703) 680-1955
FAX: 011 44 1263 588424 FAX: (703) 590-9399

Alwage on Hand, Basic Boller Fittinge for Gauge | Projecte.

Beet Britieh made. FITTINGS SHOUN ACTUAL SIZE.

ANGLE CHECK YALYE Cv2|
s FERRULE AND NUT FITS 3/32" ¢ 118" TUBE
3/%6"-40 ME THREAD MOUNT
20
] (TT) ]

PRESSURE GAUGE ¥G2|
3/4' DIAMETER CASE @ o 60 psl
FERRULE AND NUT FITS 3/32° TUBE
4D DD (SIPHON NOT INCLUDED)

PRESSURE GAUGE FG22
12* DIAMETER CASE  © 1o 80 psi
" FERRULE AND NUT FITS Vi6* TUBE

g 15400 (siPHON NOT INCLUDED)

SUPPLIES OF THIS GAUGE ARE LMITED
WATER GLASS WGl WATER GLASS WG2?2

4AT1GLASS PLAN (NO BLOUDOWN) AT1GLASS WSINGLE BLOUDOIN VALVE

316"-40 ME THREAD MONT 2400 3640 ME THREAD MOWNT 432 00

= SEND CHECK OR MO. ONLY. NO CASH ACCEPTED,
INCLUDE 300 SHIPPING ON ORDERS CF 130 OR

CALL or WRITE HARRY WADE (THE WILLOW WORKS) LESS. ORDERS OVER 130 ARE PFD. N THE USA

A GOOD SUPPLY OF FITTINGS 1S KEPT ON HAND

P. 0. BOX 150581 NASHVILLE TN USA 3125 BUT DUE 0 T UBUAL NCERTANTES oF
(65) 313-5829 (AFTER 6:00 pm CST please) CIRRENCY EXCHANGE RATES, T PRICE AD

AVAILABILITY OF NEW STOCK ARE SUBJECT TO
CHANGE, BUT THEN Y'ALL KNEW THAT DIDN'T YOU.

NOW BY E-MAIL: huwesdrarchcom
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\
THIS MONTH’S FEATURED PRODUC'I‘S\

I. P. Engineering
Locomotives, Kits & Parts

Sulphur Springs Steam Models is pleased to an-

nounce that we are now stocking the entire range
CWC are the USA agent for Argyle Steam Locomotim!> of L.P. Engineering products. If you need Mamod
spares or modification parts, JANE locomotives,

We’ve got those gottahavit items for scratchbuilders,

kitbashers and everyone who owns a small-scale live JANI? upgre.lde 9r repair parts, Electric Chassis or
steam loco. BA fasteners, taps, dies, valves, pressure ?he Lister kit, give us a ca!l. We .hOPe to have the
gauges, wick packing, teflon packing, gas filler adapters, items on the shelf by the time this ad appears
fibre washers, copper washers, Sievert propane silver sol-
dering outfits, silver soldering supplies, and much more. PPS Steam Models
Sunset Valley Trackworks track products are now in
stock! We have PPS Steam Models Gas Burners and Sil-

Sulphur Springs Steam Models, Ltd. ver Soldered Replacement Boilers for Mamods in

P.O. Box 6165 e ool stock now.
e vow B
Chesterfield, MO 63006 CALL FOR DETAILS
Tel/FAX 314-52STEAM (314-527-8326)
\ e-mail: SSSMODELS@aol.com Illustrated catalog - $3.00 ppd. )

1:32 Brass Model of a 1927 ARA Standard Double Sheathed Boxcar (steel with
wood sides). Over 25,000 were in use across America until the end of steam.

ia o . p $325% 4+ $10 Shipping
Other Liveries Available: Kadee Couplers Fitted, $10 additional

Undecorated
BARRETT RAILWAYS
Pennsy 991 6TH STREET
Northern Pacific HERMOSA BEACH, CA 90254
310-379-4929
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"BALDWIN" 0-4-2T
1-20 SCALE. LIVE STEAM. 45/32mm GAUGE.
MACHINISTS KITS AND READY-TO-RUN.
GAS FIRED, PAINT CHOICES.

Drawing set (8 sheets) US$ 33, UKZE£ 15 (Plus VAT)

Main components pack. US$ 280, UK £160 (Plus V.A.T.)

(Laser cut motion, frames, wood cab, lostwax castings, wheels etches, boiler tubes,
cylinder blocks.)

Also available - bar stock/sections. pack & nut, bolt screw pack.
L. 8.8 8 ¢
READY-TO-RUN US§$ 1150, UK £ 715 (Plus V.A.T.)

For further details please contact:

ﬂ Argyle Locomotive Works ~ "SULPHUR SPRINGS STEAM MODELS" Ph/Fax 314-527-8326 U.S.A.
Ph/Fax (03) 5968 6573 AUSTRALIA. "WRIGHTSCALE" (M.D. Wright) Ph/Fax 13398-86494 UK.

[ JOIN US! NEW CHAT SOFTWARE! )

C'mon down to the SitG Online Chat Session on Thursday nights (2:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m.
pdt) and join in the discussion. Every other week (or thereabouts) there will be a hosted
session on a specific topic. The other weeks are wide open to discuss anything that might
be on your mind. Got a problem? Toss it out for discussion. Or perhaps you'll be able to help
someone else with their problem. We share photos, stories and have a good time, and we
sure would like to have you join in with us. Go to the SitG Online site and click on CHAT.

<http://www.steamup.com>
\S _

‘@' THAT'S RIGHT- A I 1S ALL YOU )

NEED TO POWER YOUR TURNOUTS!

A simple Air Motor, an Air Toggle, some tubing and an air supply
are all you need. There's NO wiring, NO soldering, NO electricity!
Easy to install with proven reliability. Guaranteed for life!

WRITE, PHONE OR FAX TODAY FOR INFO Del-Aire Products

a Del-AireProducts W sy
@4 Motor 321 N. 40th St.,Dept. SG, Allentown, PA 18104 SPYpe. Aoy,
Phone/Fax (610) 391-0412, 24 hours/7 days

DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED
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7 GOT THAT NARROW GAUGE ) SUNSET y
LOGGING RAILROAD FEVER? s J 4

Fortunately, there’s no known cure, to Announce That
but you can treat the symptoms RAILROAD  Vehstowen
with some of our quality R AN R
craftsman kits in 1:20.3 scale. AT O S

Start with a string of our skeleton

Experience design FREEDOM with a
Complete Code 250 Rail System
o Flex Track: Available in 6' Lengths
e Rail Choices: Aluminum, Brass, Weathered Nickel-Silver
o Tie Style Choices: Mainline, Narrow Gauge, Dual Gauge
e Turnout Choices: Numbers 3, 4, 6, 8, 10, Small Wye,
Large Wye and 3-Way
e Crossovers: 14°, 19°, 22.5°, 45° and 90°
AND, as you should expect, a complete line of fasteners and
accessories to complement your installation.
Catalog on internet @ www.largescale.com
or send $1.50 check for catalog & sample

Saxton Car & Foundry SUNSET VALLEY RAILROAD
13428 - 209th SE, Issaquah WA 98027

an MO & ' -]
Phone/FAX: (206) 255-2453

& St. Ann MO 63074 J <svrrted@sprynet.com>

h . e e 5 ; 33 v Ry "_ 3 j‘: » o ‘.'.,-‘ "-‘ A .':-'. :

o~y ~

TP SRR %

> »' P i P 2 ! B . 4 ‘..'.'..‘r"‘_‘\ " - . -,
Maximum load! An Argyle Philadelphia on a Burnham and Berkshire freight of 2 gondolas, 2
wooden boxcars and a caboose. Power to spare, but near the limit of adhesion on the 4 small
driving wheels. photo by Dave Pinniger
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SWAP SHOP

For Sale: LGB Frank S. locomotive. Like new in original box,
only one hour running time. Perfect condition, $1200.00 Lloyd
Lautner, phone 228-875-6488. (45)

For Sale: Aster JNR C11 2-6-4T loco. Brand new, built up from a
kit. The boiler has been pressure tested but the loco has never been
fired. US$1600 plus freight and insurance. Tony Walsham, Radio
Control Systems, PO Box 1118, Bayswater, Victoria 3153 AUS-
TRALIA. Phone/fax (03) 97 62 77 85 - e-mail
rcs@alphalink.com.au (45)

For Sale: A really nice Pearse Colorado with an extremely bright
working headlight, nicely detailed tender with wood steps plus
details added to the pilot. Goodall valve included. Includes com-
plete R/C. All the Bugs worked out. Just wants to pull your train!
see it at - http://www.comevisit.com/glntz/frank/colo01.jpg -
$2499.00 plus shipping. Master Card and Visa accepted. Gary
Lantz, 607-737-9687 or 607-738-3100. (46)

For Sale or Trade: LGB Frank S. - has Finescale gas tank in left
saddle tank and water tap valve. $1600.00. Mamod Passenger Set
w/box and oval of 0 gauge track. Loco has I.P. Engineering meths
burner, displacement lubricator, 25psi safety valve, steam throttle
in cab. $500, or trade both locos toward High Noon Climax or
similar locomotive. Mike Toney, 3613 Candy Lane, Kokomo IN
46902. (46)

For Sale: The nicest Pearse Colorado you have ever seen, with the
brightest working headlight! Custom Honduras mahogany wood
trim. Goodall valve included. Complete R/C is included with the
new Sentinel glitch buster. Great running locomotive that’s ready
toroll! See a photo at http://web2.airmail.net/cmalone/color04.jpg.
$2498 plus shipping. Master Card and Visa accepted. Carl Malone,
915-947-1505. (46)

Swap Shop listings are offered at no charge as space permits. No
dealers and no phone-in ads, please! Send your listings to SitG,
PO Box 335, Newark Valley NY 13811, or fax to 607-642-8978
(24 hours), or e-mail to <docsteam@spectra.net>.Ads must con-
tain sellers name, plus address and|or phone number. Ads will
be run one time only unless previous arrangements are made.

TRACK 1

1073 Foley Avease
Ottawa, Ontarie K16 204

S~ A — e = §
3/8" scale Clerestory Roof stock

C-D-S Lettering Ltd.
Dry Transfer Lettering
3/8" scale (std.ga.)- 1/2* scale (n.g.)

Custom lettering a specialty
For latest list please send a #10

self - addressed envelope
with an International Reply Coupon

THIS IS YOUR LAST ISSUE OF SITG

if the code number on your address label is 41
Renew now...phone (607) 642-8119 @ fax (607) 642-8978

$27.00/year (USA Periodicals Rate)
$39.00/year (USA 1st Class Rate)
$34.00/year (Canada)

USD$35.00/year (overseas via surface mail)

USD$59.00/year (overseas via air mail)

Check your label now!

VISA
T

DUCOVER
NOVUS

GARY RAYMIND
METAL WHEELS ™

Nickel Plated RAIL-GLIDE™
with Stainless Steel Axle 3.95 PER AXLE
UNPLATED STEEL 2.95 PER AXLE

$5/50 axles s&h. CA residents +7.25% sales tax.

For 1:20.3, G, 1/2", 1:29, #1.
P.O. Box 1722-S
Thousand Oaks, CA 91358

805-492-5858 e1902-GRMW.

“Fascinating Working Steam Models!”

Stationary Engines, Accessories & Parts.

Stunning 34 page Colored Catalog $6.95

Refundable with order. A Great Hobby! Over 100
different models. Tractors, Trains, Cars, Trucks,
Rollers, Fire Engines, Manine, Model Boat Kits,

For exciting detailed information, visit us on the Internet:
http://www.yesteryeartoys.com
Yesteryear Toys & Books, Inc.
\oeptseaoxsszmmsay.mmj




TINY
LOGGING CABOOSE

From the Workshop of Bill Coffey

# AUTHENTIC Narrow-Gauge Design
# INDIVIDUAL Board Construction
% WEATHERED Finish

# UNIQUE 2-Digit Number

SHIPPING..... Add $3.00 per order.
PA Only .....ccue. Add 6% sales tax.
CATALOG .... $3.00 ppd.

45mm
gauge

# QUALITY Hardware (truck by LGB)
# SCALE-CONTOUR Wheels

# ASSEMBLED and Ready-To-Run
# BODY LENGTH 4-1/2"

$124 %

#BC-981

LITTLE RAILWAYS
1621 Cherry Street
Williamsport, PA 17701
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NORTH JERSEY GAUGE O
8 Spring Valley Rd., Park Ridge, NJ 07656

201-391-1493
Bob Moser

LIVE STEAM AND ELECTRIC - GAUGE 1 LOCOMOTIVES
also larger scale & gauge live steam locomotives

/4 4 ,. N ot & s
. =

NE CO.

75

ASTER HOBBY

W,

End of the Line

We were saddened to hear of the re-
cent passing of Sam Murphy, a veteran live
steamer and a fine fellow. Our condolences
to his wife, Barbara, his family and many
friends.

Check the Calendar of Events in this
issue for info on the Sam Murphy Memo-
rial Steamup and plan to attend.

Steam on the Water

Many of our readers responded to the
notice in the last issue from Ernie Morris
and Charlie Roth about organizing the
model steamboaters in North America.
We’ve noted the increased interest in
steamboating among the Diamondhead at-
tendees, spurred on, no doubt, by the
steamboats seen operating in the pool dur-
ing this event these past few years.

Though steam trains are our personal
passion, we have an interest in anything
that runs on steam power, and we’d like to
do our part to help promote the
steamboating hobby by adding a section
on steamboats to our regular coverage.
Depending on available material, this
added section may or may not be in every
issue. We want to emphasize to our read-
ers that this steamboating coverage will be
in addition to our regular miniature steam
railroading coverage, and will in no way
take anything away from our focus on
steam locomotives.

As always, we are interested in your
comments, and we hope that you will be
as enthusiastic in your support of steam
on the water as you have been with steam
on the rails.

If the steamboaters, closet
steamboaters and wannabe steamboaters
among us want this section to float (pun
intended), it’s up to you to respond with
enough material to fill up a few pages.
Send your reviews of marine steam items
such as boilers, engines, boat kits and es-
sential accessories for publication.

Every hobbyist and modeler needs
sources for their hobby materials, so send
us a list of sources for all the necessary
items to get a boat into the water.

We’ll need photos...lots and lots of
photos...and reports on steamboat regat-
tas, too. Don’t forget public notices in the
Calendar of Events, and please send them
in well in advance of the listed event.

That’s it for this issue. Faithful As-
sistant and I are enjoying a great summer
and hope you are doing likewise. We hope
to see you at a steamup somewhere, and

Happy steaming!

e
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EMD GP9 DIESEL LOCOMOTIVE

@ Full RPM Range Control

Available for Inmediate Delivery!!

~

0-4-0T DOCKSIDE

Receiver
Beginning Delivery In Summer 1997!!

WADA WORKS CO., LTD.

The Newest Name In QUALITY and PERFORMANCE

See All of the Wada Works Products on the WWW - http://www.erols.com/diesel/

Authorized Wada Works Dealers

@ 0S.10 Two-Stroke Gas Engine ® Alcohol Fired ® Alcohol Fired
@ Self Contained Electric Starter ® ‘D’ Valve Steam Chest @® ‘D’ Valve Steam Chest
® DC Generator & Four Traction Motors @ KADEE (tm) Couplers ® Stephensen’s Valve Gear
® R/C Ready. Just Add Receiver ® Four Tube Boiler ® KADEE (tm) Couplers
® Real Exhuast Streams from ® R/C Ready Servos Included - ® R/C Mountings
Exhaust Port Just Add Your Own Transmitter/ ® Tender w/Hand Water Pump

Beginning Delivery In Fall 1997!!

.S. IMPORTI ISTRIBUTI
Potomac Steam Industries

CROSS CREEK ENGINEERING ~ NORTH JERSEY GAUGE ONE 5595 St. Charles Drive
P.O. Box 191 CO. Dale City, VA 22193
Spencer, OH 44275 8 Spring Valley Road FA;Z_“’; 0?“'5;:_5:3”
(800) 664-3226 Park Ridge, NJ 07656 Pt

email: diesel @erols.com

(201) 391-1493

Steam Powered

Logging L.ocomotives
in 1:20.3 scale

14-ton Lima Shay, T-boiler - only a few left
14-ton Heisler - sold out
24-ton Lima Shay - sold out

Coming - Vertical Boiler Shay,
based on ¢/n 131, T. L. Hackney

CATATONK LOSOMOTIVE WORKS

PO Box 335
Newark Valley, NY 13811
Phone: (607) 642-8119
Fax: (607) 642-8978
e-mail: docsteam @spectra.net







